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PREFACE

EU law is a subject which students have traditionally found difficult. Although many stu-
dents will have come across EU law at work, or will have an interest in the politics, econom-
ics or history of the EU, many others find it a particularly inaccessible subject. This books
aims to, and in previous editions has succeeded in, demystifying the key areas of EU law for
undergraduate and graduate students approaching the subject for the first time.

We start with the background to EU law — the history of the EU, which is fundamental
to an understanding of the content and function of EU law, and the institutional struc-
ture and the sources of law which it produce. We then examine the EU’s legal system, ex-
plaining and analysing the way in which EU law can be utilised in actions before the
domestic courts, and the actions which may be brought against the EU for illegal conduct.
The remainder of the book is devoted to the major areas of substantive law — freedom of
movement, competition law and equal treatment. In all these areas we explain the basic
concepts, with full cross references to the Cases and Materials on the Companion Web
Site. Students are able to test and consolidate their understanding in considering the
questions and undertaking the exercises that appear throughout the book. There is also
the opportunity to tackle more extended sample questions in each chapter, both prob-
lems and essays, to which guide answers are provided.

We have found in the past that students consider this to be a more user-friendly text for
EU law than many of its competitors, but we also ensure that its coverage is sufficient for
standard EU courses.

Elspeth Deards and Sylvia Hargreaves
Nottingham Law School
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