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Preface

All of the contents of this book appeared in International Higher
Education, the quarterly publication of the Boston College Center for
International Higher Education. The pieces were selected for their
timeliness but have not been revised for this publication. In some
cases, statistics or other details may have changed in the subsequent
period of time. Subscriptions to International Higher Education are
available without cost; and IHE is available on the Center’s website
(http://www.bc.edu/cihe).
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Lynch School of Education at Boston College. We are indebted to Edith
Hoshino, who edited all of the chapters in this book and manages to
keep a high standard of language and logic in the Center’s publications.
Salina Kopellas assisted with the preparation of the manuscript, as well
as the Center’s other publications.

Philip G. Altbach
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts
August 2006




Introduction

The themes in this book—globalization, the role of the research univer-
sity, the academic profession, academic freedom, private higher educa-
tion, and others—are all central to the contemporary debate about high-
er education worldwide. Higher education is affected by the broad
worldwide trends known as globalization. These include the revolution
in information technology; the questioning of the ideal of higher edu-
cation as a public good and the concomitant decline of state funding
and the privatization of public higher education; massification and the
ever-increasing demand for access; private higher education; the role of
English; and the growing hegemony of world science—as well as other
factors. The interplay between these broad factors, the policies for high-
er education, and what happens on campuses throughout the world is
of great concern in these articles.

The reality of 21st century higher education is a combination of the
global, the national, and the local. The broad trends of globalization are
not, in general, the result of specific policies but rather the result of an
increasingly integrated world economy. Governmental policy, the influ-
ence of multinational corporations, multilateral actors such as the
World Bank and the European Union, and technological change all
contribute to the direction of higher education worldwide. A few cases,
such as the World Trade Organization’s efforts to open higher markets
in higher education through the General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATS), contain specific initiatives. For the most part, howev-
er, factors such as the massification of higher education worldwide
drive policy. Academic institutions as well as government authorities
must deal with the implications of mass higher education as the cen-
tral force in contemporary academe.

This book addresses these and other central themes in higher edu-
cation policy and practice in a comparative perspective. Some of the
articles focus on specific countries—such as India, Mexico, and
Argentina—to illustrate more general themes. Academic freedom,
world rankings of universities, the professoriate, international stu-
dents, and other topics are analyzed in a broad comparative framework.
These presentations and interpretations are not, in the strict sense of
the term, research based but rather draw upon contemporary reality to
analyze policy and practice.

The purpose of this book is to stimulate thinking about some of the
central issues of higher education today. The reader may not agree with

all of the interpretations or conclusions—but if thoughtful reflection is
stimulated, the goal has been achieved.
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