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SOCIAL HOUSING, DISADVANTAGE
AND NEIGHBOURHOOD LIVEABILITY

In a groundbreaking study carried out in the late 1990s, researchers studied seven
similar social housing neighbourhoods in Ireland to determine what factors affected
their liveability. In this collection of essays, the same researchers return to these
neighbourhoods ten years later to see what’s changed. Are these neighbourhoods
now more liveable or leaveable?

Social Housing, Disadvantage and Neighbourhood Liveability examines the major
national and local developments that affected these neighbourhoods: the Celtic
Tiger boom, area-based interventions, and reforms in social housing management.
Additionally, the book examines changes in the culture of social housing through
studies of crime within social housing, changes in public service delivery, and media
reporting on social housing.

Michelle Norris is a Senior Lecturer in social policy at the School of Applied
Social Science, University College Dublin. In 2010 she was appointed to the
National Economic and Social Council, which advises the Irish government on
social and economic policy, and in 2011 she was appointed as chair of the board of
the Housing Finance Agency, which finances housing for low-income households
in Ireland. She also convenes the Comparative Housing Working Group of the
European Network for Housing Research (ENHR).



Housing and society series
Edited by Ray Forrest, School for Policy Studies,
University of Bristol

This series aims to situate housing within its wider social, political and economic
context at both national and international level. In doing so it will draw on the
full range of social science disciplines and on mainstream debate on the nature of
contemporary social change. The books are intended to appeal to an international
academic audience as well as to practitioners and policymakers — to be theoretically
informed and policy relevant.
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GLOSSARY

ALMP

CCTV
CE

CLAR

DEIS

ED

EOCP

Area-based interventions — publicly funded programmes
aimed at combating disadvantage in neighbourhoods that are
targeted on the basis that they are identified as disadvantaged.
Active labour market programmes — measures to enable
long-term benefit claimants to gain skills and network
with potential employers, which will help them make the
transition back into the mainstream labour market.
Closed-circuit television.

Community Employment — the principal ALMP in the
seven case study neighbourhoods at the time of writing.
[t pays a small additional stipend to benefit recipients
in return for part-time work on social projects and also
provides training.

Ceantair Laga Ard-Riachtanais — Gaelic title, which
translates as ‘impaired high-need areas’, this programme
directs public expenditure to the most disadvantaged rural
areas of Ireland.

Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools — a public
programme that aims to overcome educational disadvantage
by additional investment in schools selected on the basis
that they have a disadvantaged student body.

Electoral Division — small areas into which census data can
be disaggregated.

Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme — a public
programme to provide childcare to enable parents to return
to education or employment. The programme ran from
2000 to 2006.
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Garda (plural
Gardai)

GDP

GNI

Guards

GYDP

LDSIP

LDTFs

MABS

NDS

NESC

PHDI

POBAL

RAPID

RDTFs

RTE

Social Partnership

Taoiseach

Irish police force.

Gross Domestic Product.

Gross National Income.

Informal name for the Irish police force.

Garda Youth Diversion Projects — community-based
projects run by the Gardai that aim to help young people
move away from behaviour that might get them into
trouble with the law.

Local Development and Social Inclusion Programme —
funding programme for area-based initiatives in Ireland.
Local Drug Task Forces — area-based initiatives established
in neighbourhoods where heroin use is most prevalent.
Local Employment Service — area-based intervention
that aims to promote the reintegration of long-term
unemployed people into the workforce.

Money Advice and Budgeting Service — a state-funded
debt and financial management advice service.

National Drugs Strategy — national strategy statement on
illegal drug use first introduced to cover the period 2001-8
and renewed for 2009-16.

National Economic and Social Council — a national
corporatist body that advises the Irish government on
economic and social policy issues.

Pobal Haase—Pratschke Deprivation Index — created by
Trutz Haase and Jonathan Pratschke (Haase and Pratschke
2008).

A not-for-profit company with charitable status set up by
government for the purpose of managing programmes for
government and the EU.

Areas by Planning,
Development — a local development programme, targeting

Reevitalising Investment  and
deprived urban neighbourhoods.

Regional Drug Task Forces — programmes with a similar
structure and remit to the LDTFs, but covering larger areas
(regions, rather than city neighbourhoods or towns).
Radio Telefis Eireann — Ireland’s national television and
radio broadcaster.

The corporatist system of policy making that was influential
in Ireland during the period under examination in this
book.

Irish prime minister.
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