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Section One Sentence Writing

Chapter 1 Expanding basic sentence writing

1.Coordination

1.1 Coordinating conjunctions (35 5%Ei7 )

The coordinating conjunctions include
Conjunction  Relationship

and connection

but opposition or confrast

yet opposition or contrast

orelse  choice

nor negation

so effect

for explanation
Examples

1.5entences: The weather is unusually dry this year.
That is fortunate.
Combined:The weather is unusudlly dry this year, and that is
fortunate.
2.Sentences:| will not go there.
She will not come here.
Combined: ! will not go there, nor will she come here.
Note:a.“nor”requires inversion (%) and the deletion {omiss-
ion} of the word“not” in the sentence that comes after.
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b.A comma is often used belween the joined sentence(s) unless
the sentences are very short and very closely linked in meaning.
3.sentences : Chill the mixture.
The egg it will curdie.
Combined : Chill the mixture or the egg in it will curdle.
in the above examples,the joined ideas are of equal
importance.

1.2 Correlative conjunctions(g 3£ % i7)

The correlative conjunctions include the paired - connectors
“either or ...”, “neither ...nor ...”, “not only ...butlalso) ...” “both ...and
Examples
1.5entences: You must improve your work.
[ will dismiss you.{either---or}
Combined : Either improve your work or | will dismiss you.
2.Sentences ; Shakespeare was a writer.
He performed regularly on the stage. (Not only ...but
also)
Combined :Not only was Shakespeare a writer, but helalso)
per Formed regularly on the stage.
1.In the structure “not only ...but also ...”, the element“also” is
optional and often omitted. “not only” requires inversion when used
at the beginning of a sentence.
2.Unlike the other pairs listed, “both ...and ...”can be used to
connect words or phrases, not sentences.

1.3 Conjunctive adverbials(iZ# 5| i7)

Conjunctive adverbs or adverbial phrases can be used fo join
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sentences of equal importance. The most frequently used conjunctive
adverbials include

however,instead,on the other hand,nevertheless,otherwise
are used to connect contrastive ideas

therefore, consequently, thus ,hence, as a result used to signal a
conclusion or result

furthermore, moreover,in addition,used to used to indicate
an additional idea or fo put forward additional arguments or
evidence.

Indeed, in fact are used to indicate emphasis.

Actually is used to contradict the reader’s expectation.

Examples

1.Food here is cheaper than in Beijing.

Clothing is more expensive.

Combined:Food here is cheaper than in Beijing; on the other
hand, clothing is more expensive.

2.Sentences: The documents were not ready.

We could not sign (%= )the contract.

Combined: The documents were not ready ; consequently, we
could not sign the contract.

3.Sentences: The price is too high.

‘ The house is not in a very atiractive neighborhood.
Combined:The price is oo high; moreover, the house not in
a very afractive neighborhood.

Note.

When a conjunctive adverb is used to join sentences, a
semicolon not a comma, is required before the verb, and a
comma after.  This is a major problem among Chinese leamers of
English.
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14 Semicolon(%>5)

Sentences of equal importance can also be joined with a
semicolon.  Sentences combined with semicolons express related
ideas. Sometimes the second sentence explains the first sentence or
offers further information. Sometimes a group of sentences present a
series of actions.

Writers who use semicolons instead of periods (4] 5 )usually
do so because they want their ideas to flow smoothly and quickly,
without the interruption created by a full stop (period).

Examples

1.Sentences: The sun was setting.

The shadows were long.
Combined: The sun was setting; the shadows were long.
2.Sentences :Lucy was listening fo the radio.
Her brother was doing his homework.
Combined: Lucy was listening to the radio; her brother was
doing his homework.

2. Subordination

—Connecting Ideas of Unequal Importance

In a passage,some ideas may be more important than others.
Subordination is a fechnique that helps to emphasize important
ideas and downplay less important ones.

Compare the following examples:

1.The girl cried, and she threw the gift out of the window.

A compound sentence (& 4 /]lor coordination (3f %1 4] lgives
equal importance to both ideas.

2.The girl cried as she threw the gift out of the window.
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The subordinate clause (M /%) )downplays the girl’s throwing of
the gift out of the window and show how the action of throwing the
gift out of the window relates to the action of crying.

3.The girl cried,throwing the gift out of the window.

The participle phrase (4ri@45#4y) further subordinates the girl’s
throwing of the gift out of the window.

4.Crying, the girl threw the gift out of the window.

The paricipial phrase makes the action of crying less important.
And emphasizes the action of throwing the gift out of the window.

5.The crying girl threw the gift out of the window.

Adjectiveslit Z id)lgive the least emphasis to the girl’s crying.

2.1 Subordinate clauses(F M & 2:4))

The idea in a subordinate clause is less important than that in
the main Clause (F4]);a subordinate clause can therefore be used
to emphasize an important idea. There are three types of
subordinate clauses .

Adverbial clauses(&l i # M 4 . 4R & M 4]), adjective clauses(F
iR YE M A] (B & M), and noun clauses|4 id) 4 W &1,

2.1.1 Adverbial clauses(E] iRt M 4, RRiFM 1)

An adverbial can be used to connect two sentences that
contain ideas of unequal importance. Connectors used in adverbial
clauses can be divided in to eight groups:

time . before, after,,until when,as soon as,whenever, since,as,
while , just as

Place :Where ,wherever

Reason/cause; because, since, as

Result: so that,so ..that ...,such ..that
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Purpose: so that,in order that, with the result that

Condition . if unless,as long as, provided that

Concession: although,though,even though,even if, while,no
matter whether

Manner: as,as if,as though

1.5entences: Rush hour is my favorite time fo drive.

| enjoy the challenge of heavy traffic. (because)
Combined:Rush hour is my favorite time 1o drive because |
enjoy the challenge of heavy traffic.

2.sentences : She was deeply hurt by his disrespect to her.

She continued to help him.
combined: Although she was deeply hurt by his disrespect to
her, she continued to help him.

note:An adverbial clause is usudlly set of from the main clause
by a coma when it appears at the beginning of a sentence,but it is
usually separated from the main clause if it comes at the end.

2.1.2 Adjective clauses(Fiz & iRt M £ . BB M 1)

Adjective clauses (aiso attributive clauses,or modifying clauses)
describe a person,a thing,a place and time,and show possession.
For example;

The house that they just built last week will have to be torn
down as an illegal buildings.

Adjective clauses can be used as another strategy fo
emphasize main ideas. Connectors of adjective clauses include:

that, who ,whom relating to people
whose possession

that, which things

where place

when fime
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When the adijective clause is not essential to the meaning of a
sentence, it is set off by a comma or paired commas;in this case, it
is called an on-restrictive adjective clause.

Example: My sister who used fo be an architect went abroad
last week.

(aftributive .| have more than one sister.)

The non-restrictive adjective clause is explanatory. A restrictive
adjective is essential fo the meaning of a sentence; it is not set off
by commas.

Example: My sister,who used to be an architect,went abroad
last week.

(non-attributive, explanatory : | have only one sister.)

Here are two other examples:

1.Sentences : The staff of the department will meet in the room.

They met in the room last week.

Combined:The staff of the department will meet in the room
here they met last week.

Sentence: Frederick Warren designed the building.

Frederick Warren was a world-famous architect 80 years
ago.

Combined : Frederick Warren,who was a world-famous architect
80 years ago,designed the building.

2.1.3 Noun clauses( i7 1% M 1))

Noun Clauses function as nouns in a sentence.

subject (F1&):That the invading troops have been withdrawn
cannot fail to improve the economic prospects of the whole region.

Subject complement ( X i& *b £ i& ):My assumption is that
interest rates will soon fall.

object (% i&):l noticed that he spoke English with Chinese
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accent.

appositive ([&{%18): Your complaint that Professor Owens does
not know how to teach is fully justified(iiEBH - - IE 24 5% IE #).

Adijectival complementation(J %% i7 % i&) : We are glad that they
will be able fo join us for our wedding ceremony and the reception
afterwards.

Note.

1) In formal writing, you should avoid using contractions because
coniractions can make the statement sound informal.

2)“That” can not be omitted in a subject clause, Since without
the subordinate marker the clause would be inifially misinferpreted
as a main clause.

For example:You do not know China firsthand is a great pity.

Revised: That you do not know China firsthand is a great pity.

However,the subject that—clause is usually postponed by the
formal subject it.

For example:It is a great pity that you do not know China
firsthand.

In the following examples the base sentence contains the cues
“something”or “someone”.The words in parentheses must be used
to attach the noun clause to the base sentence. Notice that the word
order may change when a noun clause is inserted.

Examples.

1.5entence: “Something” was as much a mystery as“someone.”

He was killed.(why)
Someone killed him.(who)

Combined: Why he was killed was as much a mystery as who
killed him.

2.5entence: “Something”does not seem to affect his plan.
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She comes. (Whether ...or not)
Combined .Whether she comes or not does not seem to affect
his plan.

2.2 Punctuations(iz S 5 2)

Certain punctuation marks can be used to join sentences of
unequal imporfant. A colon,a dash Or parentheses (Br. brackets)
can be used to join two sentences when one explains or restates
the other.

2.2.1 Colons (B =)

a. A colon is used after a main clause where the following
statement illustrates or explains the content of that clause. It may be
replaced by a semicolon or a period(4]&).

For example: The garden had been neglected for a long time:
it was overgrown and full of weeds.

b. A colon can also be used before a long list, and often

infroduced by phrases like “such as”, “for example”, “for
instance”, ”in the following examples ”, “as follows ”.
Examples:

1.Sentences: My vacation plan includes the flowing activities.
The activities are reading a good book, visiting my
grandparents and swimming.
Combined: My vacation plan includes the flowing activities :
reading a good book, visiting my grandparents and swimming.
2.5enfences: The overseas cargo carrier brought goods from all
over the world.

It brought cloths, furniture, household applies and
heavy machinery.
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