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The History of Migration in Europe

The History of Migration in Europe belies several myths by arguing, for
example, that immobility has not been the “normal” condition of people before
the modern era. Migration (far from being an income-maximizing choice taken
by lone individuals) is often a household strategy, and local wages benefit from
migration. This book shows how successes arise when governments liberalize
and accompany the international movements of people with appropriate legisla-
tion, while failures take place when the legislation enacted is insufficient, belated
or ill shaped.

Part I of this book addresses mainly methodological issues. Past and present
migration is basically defined as a cross-cultural movement; cultural boundaries
need prolonged residence and active integrationist policies to allow the cross-
fertilization of cultures among migrants and non-migrants. Part II collects chap-
ters that examine the role of public bodies with reference to migratory
movements, depicting a series of successes and failures in the migration policies
through examples drawn from the European Union or single countries. Part III
deals with the challenges that immigrants face once they have settled in their
new countries: Do immigrants seek “integration” in their host culture? Through
which channels is such integration achieved, and what roles are played by cit-
izenship and political participation? What is the “identity” of migrants and their
children born in the host countries?

This text’s originality stems from the fact that it explains the complex nature
of migratory movements by incorporating a variety of perspectives and using a
multi-disciplinary approach, including economic, political and sociological
contributions.

Francesca Fauri is Assistant Professor and Jean Monnet Chair in Economic and
Migration History at the University of Bologna, Italy. Her research centres on
Italian and European economic history, with a specific interest in the economic
causes and impact of migration movements. In 2013 she won a Basic Research
University Funding award to broaden her studies to the use of remittances and
the history of immigrant business in Europe. She has co-edited Novel Outlooks
on the Marshall Plan (Lang, 2011).
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Preface

Francesca Fauri

When, in 2011, I was awarded an EU Jean Monnet Chair with a project on
Italian and European migratory movements, my research on the subject had just
begun. As my effort went deeper I realized that a full understanding of past and
contemporary migratory processes cannot be achieved by relying on the tools of
one discipline alone or by focusing on single-level analyses: we need to broaden
the investigation and rely on a multi-disciplinary approach. That’s why I concep-
tualized this book, which embodies the contributions of top level authors in dif-
ferent disciplines and using different perspectives.

As an economic historian I can say that the theoretical approach to immigra-
tion that has prevailed for the past 50 years among economists does not come to
terms with the complexities of the current reality nor, for that matter, with the
migration flows of the past. It is quite clear that migrants do not merely respond
to economic disparities between countries. Although migration is clearly related
to differentials in wages and employment, economic disparities alone are not
enough to explain international movements. Traditional explanations need to be
modified to give more weight to non-pecuniary factors: when, for instance, the
costs of leaving one’s home country are high, they may predominate over
expected gains from immigration. Similarly, migration cannot be considered an
income-maximizing choice taken by an individual alone, but, as historians
underline, it is often a household strategy, a decision taken within the family
context to support and improve life conditions at home. Remittances may thus
be considered as one of the most fundamental objectives of the decision to
migrate, a choice which is made collectively for the well-being of the entire
family group. Thus, the relationship with the family in the home country repres-
ents the core element of many migratory processes.

The complex nature of migratory movements requires a sophisticated theory
that incorporates a variety of perspectives and a multidisciplinary approach. This
is what this book aims at: to focus on the history of migration past and the
present impact on Europe, through a multi-disciplinary approach that includes
economic, political and sociological contributions.

I would like to bear witness to the great interest to which this cross-cultural
multi-disciplinary adventure gave rise and that has made this book not only intel-
lectually rewarding but also extremely fertile for stimulating intellectual



Preface xix

confrontation and developing mutual understanding among an international com-
munity of scholars. A large part of the contributions included here originated, to
some degree, in a conference on “Emigration from and to Europe: A Multidisci-
plinary Long-term View”, held in Forli, Italy in December 2013; in that venue
some of the texts, in a preliminary version, were presented and discussed by
their authors. The fertility of the perspectives and the findings of those papers
suggested the opportunity to develop those works for this volume.

Finally, I should like to thank the members of the scientific committee —
Paolo Tedeschi, Elisabetta Tonizzi and Vera Zamagni — as well as Fabio Casini
and the Forli Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence, for their assistance throughout
the project. Without the funding of the above-mentioned EU Jean Monnet Chair
my research and the gathering of such a prestigious group of scholars would not
have been possible.
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