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Unit One

It’s a small world

In this chapter you will learn how to:

‘« Greet people and make introductions
* Ask simple questions and give replies
» Talk about a journey
_* Describe nationalities
* Pronounce Enghsh consonant sounds clearly |
Fill in a simple form |
_* Talk about dates and times




Situation 1

The Arrivals Lounge at London City Airport. Mr Sung and his assistant, Miss Chan,
arrive at the airport. Tom Jones and his wife, Alison, meet them. Listen to the
conversation on your tape.

Comprehension Questions

Listen to the tape again and answer these questions.

1. Have Mr Sung and Mr Jones met before?
2. What is Mr Sung’s English name?

3. What is Miss Chan’s English name?

4. What does Tom offer to carry?

5. Where is the car parked?

\‘ Language Notes

* Meeting people for the first time




e Names

Westerners have two names, a first name (sometimes called a Christian name or given
name) and a surname (sometimes called a family name). In a formal situation, you use
the surname, with Mr, Mrs or Miss. In many situations nowadays, people prefer just

to use first names only. Here are some common English names:

Male first names Female first names Surnames
Alan, Andrew, Bob, Charles, Alison, Ann, Carol, Ellen Adams, Allen, Brown,
Coles,

David, Eddie, Harry, Ian, John, Helen, Jane, Julie, Kate, Clark, Davis, Green, Hall,
Jack, Ken, Larry, Mike, Peter, Lucy, Mary, Rachel, Susan, Jones, Johnson, Kent, Lee,
Sam, Steve, Tom, William Sarah, Tracy, Wendy McDonald, Smith, Watson

Different nationalities have slightly different names.

Common German names are Hans, Kurt, Rolf, Katrin and Marta.

Common French names are Michel, Jean, Jacques, Marie and Monique.

Please note that American names come from all over the world and may sound

‘foreign’ even though the people are native speakers of English.

If you are not sure what to call someone, just ask ‘What shall I call you?’
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Exercise 1

Write the missing words on the lines. The first one is done for you.

1.

2

How _do __ youdo?

Nice to you.

. It’s great to meet at last.

Let me my wife, Alison.

Please me Julie.

me to introduce my assistant.

. Let me carry bag.

That’s very of you.

Role Play

Work in small groups. Practise introducing each other. Use your own names first.
Then try using some Western names too. For example, ‘Louise, this is Hans
Schmidt,” or ‘Mr Jones, let me introduce you to. my wife, Mary’.

Work with a partner. One of you has just arrived from Beijing. The other is meeting you at New
York Airport. Use the sentences from Exercise 1 and some more of your own.



Exercise 2

Write the names below in the correct boxes. The first ones are done for you.

June  Jim
Sue Peter
Oscar Tim
Joe King
Max  James
Ron  Billy

NOTE: Some names can be male or female.

McKay

Dan

George
Sophie
Dawson
Manning

Male Names

Female Names

Surnames

(.71'111
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Situation 2

Tom, Alison, Ken and Julie are all in the car. Tom is driving to the office. Listen to
the conversation on your tape.

Comprehension Questions

Listen to the tape again and answer these questions.

1. Who did Ken and Julie fly with?

2. Where did they stopover?

3. Will they fly the same way back home?

4. When does the meeting start?




Language Notes

» Asking Questions

It is polite and friendly to ask questions when you first meet someone. The questions
should not be personal. You can ask about the journey, meals, stopovers, plans etc.

Here are some examples:

KRR K W
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* Describing Journeys and Places




Exercise 3

Draw a line from the question on the left to an appropriate answer. The first one is
done for you.

1.

2.

How was yourflight? \ They were very friendly.
t? It was very long and boring.

Was it a smooth fligh

Who did you fly with? No, we had a stopover in Bangkok.
Did you fly direct to London? We flew with British Airways.
How was the food on the flight? No, it was rather bumpy.

How was Bangkok? It was very hot and dirty.

Did you see any sights? Delicious!

What did you think of the people? Yes, we saw the Grand Palace. It was beautiful.

Exercise 4

Put a circle round the best word in black to complete these sentences. The first one is
done for you.

1

2

3

4

3

. The journey was very friendly // long.

. I didn’t enjoy the flight as it was dirty / bumpy / wonderful.
. The Grand Palace was beautiful / smooth / long.
. We went by train and the journey was friendly / dirty / long.

. The service on British Airways is very dull / hot / friendly.
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6. We drove to the airport because the train is crowded / friendly / beautiful.

Exercise 5

What are the following muddled words? The first one is done for you.

1. ARTIN = JRAIN 5. PORTAIR =
2. EYJOUNR = 6. OOSTMH =
3. LYFIENRD= 7= EAUTLUBIF =
4. FFICTAR = 8. GHFLIT =

4

A
@ Role Play

Work with your partner. Rearrange the following sentences to make a short
conversation and then practise it together.

« With CAAC.

« No. It was a direct flight. But we will be stopping in Toronto on the way back.
» Is that a good airline?

» How was your flight?

* Who did you fly with?

« Well, the food was delicious.

» And did you stop anywhere?

« Well, it was just long and boring.

10



T & small world

Situation 3

Tom, Ken, Alison and Julie are still in the car. They are stuck in traffic.

Comprehension Questions

Before you listen to the next conversation, look at the questions below. Then listen to
your tape and answer the questions.

[

. Why are they driving so slowly?

2. Where is Ken from?

3. Where is Julie from?

4. Where is Tom from?

5. Where is Alison from?

6. Where did Tom and Alison meet?

1.8, 2.8.0.6.8.8.0.0.¢.8 ¢
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