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Preface

Every year defective products cause millions of accidents resulting in personal
injury and property damage in Europe. The liabilities arising from such
accidents are a key concern to those involved in the manufacture and sale of
products in Europe. The rights granted to consumers to enforce such liabilities
reflect a trend of increased consumer protection in Europe which is to be
welcomed. Indeed the consumer protection laws of EU countries have
developed significantly over the last decade. Since the first edition, two
important Directives have been issued, namely, the Product Safety Directive
and the Unfair Contract Terms Directive. There have also been important
developments in European case law which add further rights to consumers.

The need to know and understand the rights and liabilities established by
these laws is a pre-requisite to the ability to export, manufacture and distribute
consumer goods successfully. This book offers a practical guide to those laws,
and the steps to be taken as a result of them. To achieve this, we have brought
together contributions from leading practitioners in the field of consumer
product liabilities in their respective jurisdictions. We are pleased to include
contributions from Finland, Greece, Scotland and Northern Ireland in addition
to those countries covered in the first edition. Each chapter has been updated
and specifically refers to the national implementation of the Product Safety
Directive and the Unfair Contract Terms Directive. In addition to the country
specific sections, we have included chapters dealing with an overview of EC
Product Liabilities Law, international considerations, risk management and
insurance. There is also a ‘bird’s eye view’ of European product liabilities for
those seeking an executive summary. The law is stated as at June 1996.

We would like to thank each of the contributors without whom this book
would not, of course, have been possible. We are also grateful to Elaine
Gardiner, Stephen Macartney, Lynn Richards, Lorna Roberts and Nicola
Warner of Laytons for their help in producing this book. Last but not least we
are grateful to Butterworths for their support in publishing the second edition
of this book.

Patrick Kelly, Laytons October 1996
Rebecca Attree, Attree & Co
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