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Of Study
Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for omament, and for ability. Their chief use for
delight, is in privateness and retiring; for omament, is in discourse;and for ability, is
in the judgement and disposition of business. For expert men can execute, and
perhaps judge of particulars, one by one;but the general counsels,and the plots and
marshalling of affairs, come best from those that are learned. To spend too much
time in studies, is sloth;to use them too much for ornament, is affectation; to make
judgement only by their rules, is the humour of a scholar. They perfect nature, and
are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need
pruning by study; and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at large,
except they be bounded in by experience. Crafty men contemn studies, simple men
admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach not their own use;but that is a
wisdom without them, and above them, won by observation. Read not to contradict
and confute; nor to believe and take for granted;nor to find talk and discourse; but
to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and
some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some books are to be read only in
parts; others to be read, but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and with
diligence and attention. Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made
of them by others; but would be only in the less important arguments, and the
meaner sort of books; else distilled books are like common distilled waters, flashy
things.

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man.
And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great memory; if he confer
little, he had need have a present wit; and if he read little, he had need have much
cunning, to seem to know that he doth not. Histories make men wise; poets, witty;
the mathematics, subtile ; natural philosophy, deep; moral, grave; logic and rhetoric,
able to contend; Abeunt studia in mores . Nay,there is no stone nor impediment in the
wit, but may be wrought out by fit studies; like as diseases of the body may have
appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs
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and breast; gentle walking for the stomach;riding for the head; and the like. So if a
man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in demonstrations, if his
wit be called away never so little, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to
distinguish or find differences, let him study the schoolmen; for they are cymini
sectores . If he be not apt to beat over matters,and to call up one thing to prove and
illustrate another, let him study the lawyers’ cases.So every defect of the mind may
have a special receipt.
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The Winner Loses

G. Stein

We were spending the afternoon with our friends, Madame Pierlot and the d’
Aiguys, in September 39’ when France declared war on Germany — England had
done it first. They all were upset but hopeful, but I was terribly frightened; I had
been so sure there was not going to be war and here it was, it was war, and I made
quite a scene. I said, “They shouldn’t! They shouldn’t!” and they were very sweet,
and I apologized and said I was sorry but it was awful, and they comforted me —
they, the French, who had so much at stake, and I had nothing at stake
comparatively .

Well, that was a Sunday.

And then there was another Sunday and we were at Béon again that Sunday,
and Russia came into the war and Poland was smashed and I did not care about
Poland, but it did frighten me about France — oh dear, that was another Sunday.

And then we settled down to a really wonderful winter.

We did not know that we were going to stay all winter. There is no way of
heating this stone house except by open fires, and we are in the mountains, there is
a great deal of snow, and it is cold; but gradually we stayed. We had some coal,
enough for the kitchen stove, and one grate fire that we more or less kept burning
day and night, and there is always plenty of wood here as we are in wooded -
mountains, so gradually we stayed the winter. The only break was a forty-eight-hour
run to Paris to get our winter clothing and arrange our affairs and then we were
back for the winter.

Those few hours in Paris made us realize that the country is a better place in
war than a city. They grow the things to eat right where you are, so there is no
privation, as taking it away is difficult, particularly in the mountains, so there was
plenty of meat and potatoes and bread and honey and we had some sugar and we
even had all the oranges and lemons we needed and dates;a little short of gasoline
for the car, but we leamed to do what we wanted with that little, so we settled
down to a comfortable and pleasantly exciting winter.
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I had not spent a winter in the country, in the real country, since my childhood
in California and I did enjoy it; there was snow, and moonlight, and I had to saw
wood. There was plenty of wood to be had, but no men to saw it; and every day
Basket Il , our new poodle, and I took long walks. We took them by day and we
took them in the evening, and as I used to wander around the country in the dark —
because of course we had the blackout and there was no light anywhere, and the
soldiers at the front were indulging in a kind of red Indian warfare all that winter —
I used to wonder how anybody could get near without beirig seen, because I did get
to be able to see every bit of the road and the fields beside them, no matter how
dark it was.

There were a number of people all around spending the winter unexpectedly in
the country,so we had plenty of society and we talked about the war, but not too
much, and we had hired a radio wireless and we listened to it, but not too much,
and the winter was all too soon over.

I had plenty of detective and adventure stories to read, Aix and Chambéry had
them left over, and I bought a quanntity every week, and there was an English family
living near Yenne and they had books too,and we supplied each other.

One of the books they had I called the Bible;it was an astrological book called
The Last Year of War ,written by one Leonardo Blake.I bumnt my copy the day of the
signing of the armistice, but it certainly had been an enormous comfort to us all in
between.

And so gradually spring came, a nice early spring, and all the men in the village
had leave for agriculture and they all came home for a month, and nobody was very
uneasy and nobody talked about the war, but nobody seemed to think that anything
was going to happen. We all dug in our gardens and in the fields all day and every
day,and March and April wore away .

There were slight political disturbances and a little wave of uneasiness, and
Paul Reynaud, as the village said, began to say that there were not to be any more
Sundays. The postoffice clerks were the first to have their Sundays taken away. The
village said it as a joke, “Paul Reynaud says that there are not to be any more
Sundays. " As country people work Sundays anyway when there is work, they said it
as a joke to the children and the young boys, “Paul Reynaud says that there are not
to be any Sundays any more. "By that time all the men who had had an agricultural
leave were gone again, and April was nearly over.
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The book of astrological predictions had predicted all these things,so we were
all very well satisfied.

Beside these astrological predictions there were others, and the ones they
talked about most in the country were the predictions of the curé d’ Ars. Ars is in
this department of the Ain,and the curé, who died about eighty years ago, became a
saint; and he had predicted that this year there would be a war and the women
would have to sow the grain alone, but that the war would be over in time for the
men to get in the harvest; and so when Alice Toklas sometimes worried about how
hot it would be all summer with the shutters closed all the evemng I said, “Do not
worry, the war will be over before then;they cannot all be wrong.’

So the month of March and April went on. We dug in the garden, we had a lot
of soldiers in Belley, the 13th Chasseurs and the Foreign Legion being fitted out for
Norway;and then Sammy Stewart sent us an American Mixmaster at Easter and that
helped make the cakes which were being made then for the soldiers and everybody,
and so the time went on. Then it was more troublesome, the government changed —
the book of prophecy said it would, so that was all right — and the soldiers left for
Norway ; and then our servant and friend Madame Roux had her only son, who was a
soldier, of course, dying of meningitis at Annecy, and we forgot everything for two
weeks in her trouble and then we woke up to there being a certain uneasiness.

The book of prophecy said that the month of May was the beginning of the end
of the Nazis, and it gave the dates. They were all Tuesdays — well, anyway they
were mostly Tuesdays — and they were going to be bad days for the Nazis, and I
read the book every night in bed and everybody telephoned to ask what the book
said and what the dates were, and the month began.

The dates the book gave were absolutely the dates the things happened.

The first was the German attack on the new moon, the seventh,and that was a
Tuesday .

Tuesdays had begun.

Everybody was quiet; one of the farmers’ wives — the richest of the farmers
and our town councilor — was the only one who said anything. She always said,
“Ils avancent toujours , ces coquins-la .” “The rascals are always coming on. ”she said.

There was nothing else to say and nobody said it, and then the Germans took
Sedan.

That gave us all so bad a turn that nobody said anything; they just said how do
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you do, and talked about that weather, and that was all — there was nothing to say.

I had been in Paris as a child of five at school,and that was only ten years after
the Franco-Prussian War and the debacle which began with Sedan, and when we
children swung on the chains around the Arc de Triomphe we were told that the
chains were there so that no one could pass under it because the Germans had, and
so the name Sedan was as terrible to me as it was to all the people around us and
nobody said anything. The French are very conversational and they are always
polite, but when there is really nothing to say they do not say anything.And there
was nothing to say.

The next thing was that General Weygand was appointed the head of the army
and he said if they could hold out a month it would be all ﬁght. Nobody said
anything . Nobody mentioned Gamelin’s name — nobody. :

I once said to a farmer that Gamelin’s nose was too short to make a good
general, in France you have to have a real nose, and he laughed; there was no
secrecy about anything,but there was nothing to say.

We had the habit of going to Chambéry to do our shopping once a week; we
always went on Tuesdays because that suited best in every way, and so it was
Tuesday, and nobody was very cheerful. We had a drink in a café, Vichy for me and
pineapple juice for Alice Toklas,and we heard the radio going. “What's the news?”
we asked mechanically, “Amiens has fallen, ”said the girl.

“Let’s not believe it,” I said: “you know they never hear it straight.” So we
went to the news bulletin, and there it was not written up, and we said to the girl in
charge, “You know, they are putting out false news in the town; they told us Amiens
was taken.” “No, "she said, “but I will go and ask.”She came back;she said, “Yes,
it is true.”

We did not continue shopping, we just hurried home.

And then began the series of Tuesdays in which Paul Reynaud in a tragic voice
told that he had something grave to announce.

That was that Tuesday.

And the next Tuesday was the treason of the Belgian king.

And he always announced it the same way,and always in the same voice.

I have never listened to the radio since.

It was so awful that it became funny.

Well, not funny, but they did all want to know if next Tuesday Paul Reynaud
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would have something grave to announce.

And he did.

“Oh dear,what a month of May!”I can just hear Paul Reynaud’s voice saying
that.

Madame Pierlot’s little granddaughter said not to worry, it was the month of the
Virgin, and nothing begun in the month of Virgin could end badly; and the book of
prophecy had predicted every date, but exactly. I used to read it every night; there
was no mistake, but he said each one of these days was a step on in the destruction
of the Third Reich, and here we were; I still believed, but here we were, one
Tuesday after another;the dates were right,but oh dear!

Of course, as they were steadily advancing, the question of parachutists and
bombing became more active. We had all gotten careless about lights, and wandering
about, but now we were strict about lights,and we stayed at home.
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