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The materials used in compiling this classroom aid of twelve units are readily available
from Internet sites accessed from within the People’s Republic of China. They are
presented with the sole purpose of illustration.
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PREFACE

There is a serious gap in the education of most Chinese students if they are preparing to
enter graduate classrooms outside the People’s Republic of China. Materials and
methods in North American, European and Oceanic universities require many
sophisticated, culturally-related communication skills. Instructors presume incoming
masters and doctorate students are well-equipped in all English language skills, can
compete in a multicultural classroom environment, and have read, experienced, presented,
researched, documented, debated, and heard much of the foundation material currently
available in their disciplines. This is rarely the case. Even English majors who have
completed MA degrees in top Chinese universities need an extra semester to adjust to an
academic environment away from their familiar culture and family. These 12 units of
timely subject material will guide instructors in China in classroom activities and
assignments helpful toward filling the communication skills gap. They accent the
communication skill of listening with movie excerpts; and poems, dialogues, and
speeches are provided on an accompanying CD. Each unit begins with a list of
communication skills to be acquired within its four divisions: academic, strategic,
entertainment and cultural communication. Quizzes, discussions, crossword puzzles, pair
work, presentations, and assigned research work aid in classroom preparation for
graduate level coursework. These materials and formats are often used in secondary
schools to prepare native students, and no incoming graduate student should be unaware
of them. The content of the units guides a student through many typical situations
encountered from matriculation to graduation. They are designed to be used in whole or
in part, and fit into a semester time frame usually allotted for a 16-18 week course
schedule. Examinations are optional if grading is recorded for individual projects and
classroom participation. The disciplines of Journalism, Mass Communications,
Marketing, Public Relations, Communication, Theatre and English often rely upon
performance exams and multi-project grading systems. Graduate level evaluation usually

does not depend entirely upon memorization of factual information.
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Communication Skills
e To learn “small talk” used for casual communication on campus (asking direc-
tions, giving opinions, self-introductions).
e To practice listening in telephone conversations, answering machine usage,
voice mail recording, and making appointments over the telephone.
To take adequate notes for numbers and specific information.
To understand and appreciate a poem by vocabulary explication.
To notice specific dialogue in a movie excerpt.
To debate different understandings of poetic interpretation.

Part A Academic Communication
Getting around Campus

1. Dialogue Have you ever been lost on a college campus? Can you read a map
and follow directions? How can you find administrative offices,
the library, or a classroom? Let’s listen to what happens to Echo, a
new overseas graduate student who's just arrived at the University of
Oklahoma.

Typical Dormitory Room Administration Building, University of Oklahoma

Moving Day Buchanan Hall
2. Vocabulary

1. registration usually plain brick buildings in colonial or medieval



architectural style, where students begin

2. bursar the banker who accepts tuition and fee payments
CkeH) it

3. register to record your course preferences i1 flft

4. main entrance an arch over the street of any college campus with the
name of the university, or a visitor doorway to the first

5. library group of buildings where study and research materials
are located, may have computer and conference rooms

6. street cement paved area for vehicles, may be closed in
university settings, or have painted walkways for
pedestrians

7. sidewalk more narrowly paved area for those who walk or ride in
wheelchairs, usually has ramps into buildings A T8

8. block a section of houses and buildings in a row along the
street

9. second floor one level above the street, rooms will begin with 2 (201,
215, etc.). Third floor rooms begin with 3.

10. form a printed paper or group of papers every student must

complete to transact any university business

3. Listening According to the dialogue you have just heard, judge
whether the following statements are true (T) or false
(F).
( ) 1.Echo will be living with 2 roommates at her apartment.
( ) 2.Echo’s apartment is far from most campus buildings so she must buy a
bicycle.
( ) 3. The office of the Bursar and Financial Aid Services are in a different
building.
( ) 4. Echo can check the website for a school map.
( ) 5. Theregistrar’s office is on the second floor.

Take some time to look over the map of the University of Oklahoma campus in
Norman, USA. This is a typical layout of a campus servicing around 20,000 students,
both undergraduate and graduate levels combined. The X surrounded by buildings
numbered 77, 79, 80, 6, 7, 20, 29, and 30 is where the main business of academia
takes place. This area is where the Registrar, Admissions, Records, Bursar and
Financial Aid Services are located. Individual colleges and departments, museums,
labs, classrooms, cafeterias, and student housing are close by, well within a 10 — 15
minute walking distance.




