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Preface

"Life is about change, and learning through change can be transformative." This
phrase has become the tagline for the podcast, web-based audio broadcast, series
about adult learning we have been hosting at Fordham University since the fall of
2005. As my colleague, Barbara Heuer, and I explain, explore and discuss
transformative learning, its meaning and value in the 21% century we aim to
communicate the vital and guiding force transformative learning offers adult learners
across their life spans. This book addresses this topic in a similar, but through more
expansive, global perspectives.

In 2005, I published "Bringing Transformative Learning to Life" (King, 2005) with
the focus on explaining, illustrating and scaffolding the vastly theoretical discussions
of this learning theory. The foundation of that book was my research about
transformative learning across many contexts and the resulting ability to provide
fleshed out illustrations of what transformative learning "looks like" in many different
settings in which adults learn and grow.

Transformative learning is a prime example within adult learning of how Western
thought and perspective has dominated a discussion, and potentially restricted the
development and interpretation of theory and practice through other cultural lenses.
Why do we suggest this has happened? It has happened because the theory is
dominated by very cognitive explanations although the process is clearly one which
could have meditative, mystical, and religious interpretation, or histories.

Certainly this domination of transformative learning and adult learning global
studies has not been an intentional or exclusive occurrence. However, in my 2005
volume and related publications, I continue to urge international scholars to enter the
conversation more prominently and to guide our field in pressing our understanding
of transformative learning specifically. In turn, from both the theoretical and research
sides, I recommended the field of adult learning re-examine transformative learning
from many different cultural and philosophical perspectives.

This present volume is one such collaborative and creative response. Dr. Victor
Wang approached me in the summer of 2005 with the concept of a book to be written
and compiled which could be used as a text for comparative studies of global adult
education and to advance the consideration of adult learning from different
perspectives. The uniqueness of this volume is the fact that the chapters are written by
adult educators who represent, by their expertise and/or nationality, the different areas
about which they write. Indeed, many colleagues had found it difficult to identify
texts for their courses in the area of “global studies of adult education" which
represented international perspectives from a firsthand perspective and also provided



Xii Preface

theoretical foundations and developments.

Major accomplishments of this volume are that it provides a forum and voice for
international adult learning scholars to present and "hear" their views of adult
education. Not only does this volume enable us to learn how adult learning is
expressed through programs and curriculum, but we also can see how scholars discuss
it in their nations. This perspective can provide insight into the lived experience; as it
were, it affords a glimpse "behind the curtain", and an opportunity to look beyond the
boundaries of our own worldviews, to examine teaching, learning, organizations, and
life in new ways.

Through the pages of this volume, I hope you will find, as I have, that our
colleagues provide an opportunity to think about questions beyond our own time,
space and concerns. While we might live and work in urban settings, the chapters on
Africa bring not only urban, but also rural concerns to light. And while we might be
in the midst of rapid technological change and media-centric economic frenzies, the
chapter on the Middle East may bring life and death to the forefront of daily concerns.

This book has been an opportunity for us to learn from each other, to hear each
other, and to create a forum for all of us to dialogue. Even though you will find
accomplishments and breakthroughs, you will not find easy answers for the
challenges of adult learning among these pages. However, we know you will find
much to draw upon, consider, press in new directions and question, and in the next
decades and generations we hope there will be much greater transformations yet to
share.

We look forward to creating this future with you,
Kathleen P. King, Ed.D.

Professor of Adult Education

Fordham University

New York City

August 2006
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