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Foreword

Regional and Metropolitan Growth and Decline in the United States is
one of an ambitious series of volumes aimed at converting the vast sta-
tistical yield of the 1980 census into authoritative analyses of major
changes and trends in American life. This series, “The Population of the
United States in the 1980s,” represents an important episode in social
science research and revives a long tradition of independent census
analysis. First in 1930, and then again in 1950 and 1960, teams of social
scientists worked with the U.S. Bureau of the Census to investigate
significant social, economic, and demographic developments revealed
by the decennial censuses. These census projects produced three land-
mark series of studies, providing a firm foundation and setting a high
standard for our present undertaking.

There is, in fact, more than a theoretical continuity between those
earlier census projects and the present one. Like those previous efforts,
this new census project has benefited from close cooperation between
the Census Bureau and a distinguished, interdisciplinary group of schol-
ars. Like the 1950 and 1960 research projects, research on the 1980 cen-
sus was initiated by the Social Science Research Council and the Rus-
sell Sage Foundation. In deciding once again to promote a coordinated
program of census analysis, Russell Sage and the Council were mindful
not only of the severe budgetary restrictions imposed on the Census
Bureau’s own publishing and dissemination activities in the 1980s, but
also of the extraordinary changes that have occurred in so many dimen-
sions of American life over the past two decades. .

The studies constituting “The Population of the United States in
the 1980s” were planned, commissioned, and monitored by the Na-
tional Committee for Research on the 1980 Census, a special committee
appointed by the Social Science Research Council and sponsored by the
Council, the Russell Sage Foundation, and the Alfred P. Sloan Founda-
tion, with the collaboration of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. This com-

vil
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mittee includes leading social scientists from a broad range of fields—
demography, economics, education, geography, history, political sci-
ence, sociology, and statistics. It has been the committee’s task to select
the main topics for research, obtain highly qualified specialists to carry
out that research, and provide the structure necessary to facilitate coor-
dination among researchers and with the Census Bureau.

The topics treated in this series span virtually all the major features
of American society—ethnic groups {blacks, Hispanics, foreign-born);
spatial dimensions (migration, neighborhoods, housing, regional and
metropolitan growth and decline); and status groups (income levels,
families and households, women). Authors were encouraged to draw not
only on the 1980 census but also on previous censuses and on subse-
quent national data. Each individual research project was assigned a spe-
cial advisory panel made up of one committee member, one member
nominated by the Census Bureau, one nominated by the National Sci-
ence Foundation, and one or two other experts. These advisory panels
were responsible for project liaison and review and for recommendations
to the National Committee regarding the readiness of each manuscript
for publication. With the final approval of the chairman of the National
Committee, each report was released to the Russell Sage Foundation for
publication and distribution.

The debts of gratitude incurred by a project of such scope and orga-
nizational complexity are necessarily large and numerous. The commit-
tee must thank, first, its sponsors—the Social Science Research Council,
the Russell Sage Foundation, and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. The
long-range vision and day-to-day persistence of these organizations and
individuals sustained this research program over many years. The active
and willing cooperation of the Bureau of the Census was clearly invalu-
able at all stages of this project, and the extra commitment of time and ef-
fort made by Bureau economist James R. Wetzel must be singled out for
special recognition. A special tribute is also due to David L. Sills of the
Social Science Research Council, staff member of the committee, whose
organizational, administrative, and diplomatic skills kept this compli-
cated project running smoothly.

The committee also wishes to thank those organizations that con-
tributed additional funding to the 1980 census report—the Ford Foun-
dation and its deputy vice president, Louis Winnick, the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the National Institute on Aging, and the National
Institute of Child Health and Human Development. Their support of
the research program in general and of several particular studies is grate-
fully acknowledged. :

Foreword

The ultimate goal of the National Committee and its sponsors has
been to produce a definitive, accurate, and comprehensive picture of the
U.S. population in the 1980s, a picture that would be primarily descrip-
tive but also enriched by a historical perspective and a sense of the chal-
lenges for the future inherent in the trends of today. We hope our read-
ers will agree that the present volume takes a significant step toward
achieving that goal.

CHARLES F. WESTOFF

Chairman and Executive Director
National Committee for Research
on the 1980 Census
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1

INTRODUCTION

Charting Post-1970 Redistribution Changes

tion’s regions and metropolitan areas could be characterized,

fairly accurately, as a redistribution that favored the West region
over the Northeast, Midwest, and South, that favored the large metrop-
olis over smaller-sized metropolitan areas, and that favored urban com-
munities over rural ones. This characterization did not apply to all
areas, but it constitutes a relatively apt description of the broad redistri-
bution tendencies that dominated the nation’s growth and decline pat-
terns over most of its recent history. Redistribution patterns within the
nation’s largest and oldest metropolitan areas had also become well es-
tablished. The selective suburbanization that had begun to emerge in
the early decades of this century became greatly accelerated during the
immediate post-World War II period. As a consequence, many central
cities sustained significant population declines over the 1950s and
1960s, and their population compositions became sharply differentiated
from their surrounding suburbs with regard to race, socioeconomic
status, and family characteristics.

During the post-1970 period—even before the 1980 census was
taken—decidedly different redistribution tendencies became evident
across the nation’s regions, metropolitan areas, and central cities, and
gained the attention of demographers, popular commentators, and aca-
demic scholars, alike. The most dramatic of these new patterns—those

PRIOR to 1970 the patterns of growth and decline across the na-



