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Unit One

I. Lead-in

%] Introductory Notes
1

Looking back, did you find your childhood enjoyable?
Many of us feel nostalgia for the time with our family, our
playmates and the days at school when we were much
younger. How have all these shaped the way we are? Let’s
go back in time to our childhood, the good old days.

| Warm-up

Directions: Read the quotes below in pairs and tell each other in what sense they
are true. Illustrate your points with examples.

(1) Human beings are the only creatures that allow
their children to come back home.

(2) The first half of our lives is ruined by our parents,
and the second half by our children.

(3) There’s nothing sadder in this world than to wake
up on Christmas morning and not be a child.
(4) You can learn many things from children. How

much patience you have, for instance.
(5) There are only two lasting legacies we can hope
to give our children. One is roots; the other, wings.

(6) You know your children are growing up when they stop asking you where they came from and

refuse to tell you where they’re going.
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Il. Listen and Speak
%3 Section One How to Bring Up a Child

| Introductory Notes

To raise a child means huge responsibilities. Right up to the
moment before a child is born, parents-to-be are planning the
future of their children. What is best for my child? If you want
to be in control of your child’s educational, moral, social and
religious development, would you consider homeschooling? How
much and how far should we go in parenting? Will we nanny

:‘?:‘r'f;;:i 5 S W,
“Your mother and ] are not happy

about your BLOG's CritiCism of
our parenting skills.”

our children too much?

["¥] Let's Practicel
|

pp Task 1 Listening in (Dialogues)

Dialogue 1 — Homeschooling vs. Public Schooling

Background Tip

(Legal Status of Homeschooling in the U.S.) q

In 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court supported the rights of Amish parents to keep their
children out of public schools for religious reasons. This is considered the basis for calling
homeschooling a fundamental right under the Supreme Court’s concept of liberty pro- |
tected by laws. In the U.S., homeschooling is legal in all 50 states. To help protect the |
rights of parents to legally homeschool their children, membership organizations have
been started. There are several national level groups across the nation.

Directions: Listen to the arguments and opinions, and then complete the questions
below.

(1) What are they arguing about?
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(2) Why does the man insist on keeping his child at home? List at least four reasons.

(3) Why does the woman disagree with the man? What problems can arise?

(4) What does the man suggest to solve this problem?

(5) Does the woman change her mind in the end?

Dialogue 2 — Do We Nanny Our Kids Too Much?

Background Tip
(Nanny State)

Nanny state is a derogatory term that refers to state protectionism, economic
interventionism, or regulatory policies, and the perception that these policies are becoming
institutionalized as common practice. This term is primarily in use in the UK, Ireland,
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and the United States.

A Listen for the main idea

Directions: Listen to the arguments and opinions and complete the table below.

We shouldn’t nanny our children are nécessary.
too much. ;
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(continued)

B Listen for details

Directions: Listen again and answer the following questions.

(1) Do they reach an agreement?
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(2) What does it mean by saying “we nanny our children too much”? Cite some statements from

the dialogue that give you some hints to understand it.

Language hints:

pp Task 2 Speaking out

Role-play

Directions: Make up short conversations based on the following roles and situations.
Try to use the expressions offered.

Situation 1

Role A: You used to be homeschooled before you went to college. You run into a friend on campus.
He/She is very curious about the education you have received as a child. Try to explain
and answer his/her questions.

Role B: You met a friend today. You were surprised to find that his/her experience of homeschooling
is totally different from your experience of formal schooling. You want to learn more
about homeschooling from him/her.
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Useful Expressions

E
?
|
I
!
|
i
|
|

@ Questions: . Suggested Answers: ,
=)

|

< So, you mean, your parents were your < Sure. They don’t have a teaching |

teachers? degree. It doesn’t mean they are not |

1 qualified. They ...

' < Why didn’t you learn at school? < Well, my parents believed teachers

| at school are too busy to take good

9 care of each child. You received more
attention and care from ...

< By the way, my parents thought it

was not safe at school ...

< Didn’t you see many children go to <> But there are many extremely bright |
school? children who don’t fit in the traditional |
school setting. 1

< How did you learn to socialize with <> My parents took me out to meet other ‘
other children as you were learning kids regularly. We ...
alone? f

Situation 2

Role A: You are a grandparent who is visiting your child. Your child has a six-year-old son/daughter.
After staying for some days, you realize your child gives too much love and care to your
grandchild, in other words, your child nannies your grandchild too much. You want to talk
with your child about parenting based on your own experience.

Role B: Your parent is visiting you. He/She is not happy about your parenting skills. You try to
explain to your parent that the method you choose to raise your child is appropriate for

these modern times.

Useful Expressions

< Don’t you think you nanny your child too much? For example ...

< You’'re going too far. Look, ...
<> We used to parent differently ...
< Nowadays we have only one child ...

<& Safeguards are necessary. Today’s world is ... ?
i

|

< How can they cope with problems in their life? Life is often a tough road ... 1
I

| < Letting kids be kids? Forget about it.
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%; Section Two Preschool Education

In'rroducfgfy Notes

without controversy.

Let's Practicel!

PP Task 1

How do we prepare kids for a bright future? Many educators
found that children who have been enrolled in preschool centers
develop positive self-concepts and basic understandings and skills
that make them better able to apply their efforts to intellectual tasks
when they enter school. A lot of parents echo this finding by educat-
ing their children while they were still very young. But, this is not

Listening in (News Report 1 — Tutoring Toddlers)

£

(O

tutor

diaper

toddler

tremendous

reinforce
maximize

vi.

adj.

ViL.

vt.

Word Tips

to teach one student or a small group, either at an
educational center or in the home of a child #§&
(UK nappy) a square of thick soft paper or cloth
which is fastened around a baby’s bottom and be-
tween its legs to absorb its urine and excrement
FRAt

a young child, especially one who is learning or has
recently learned to walk  2#7ERERI/INZ, B~
I

very great in amount or level, or extremely good
WK FEFE; EFHR

to make something stronger 1458, I

to make something as great in amount, size or im-
portance as possible  F KAk

OW_)

Language Tip

work ethic: a belief in the moral value of work — BRAMV &, BHAL#<F




