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SUSPENSE

N

Part One - bYan

VIEWING, UNDERSTANDING
AND SPEAKING

A Mystery

Characters: Bob Peterson (a man in his thirties), Jane (Bob’s wife), Michael Johnson (a
convict who has just escaped from the State Prison), Tom Gray (a police
lieutenant)

Setting: At Bob Peterson’s home

Topic: A Mystery

[Jane answers the ringing doorbell while Bob Peterson listens to the radio. On the radio the

announcer says, “A convict has escaped from the State Prison. Michael Johnson, who was

serving a life sentence for murder, shot and wounded a guard during the escape and is now
believed to be in town.” Jane returns from the door looking grim. Behind her stands a man

with a gun in his hand.]

@ Michael: Bob, I need some help. I came here because we used to be friends in
high school until we went our separate ways. You were always telling
me not to take risks, but to play things safe. I figure you’ll play things
safe again, or there’ll be trouble.

@ Bob: Why, why did you come here?
@ Michael: I figure it’s safe here with you and... your wife, huh? I can’t let either of
you go.



* Bob:
# Michael:

% Jane:

Michael:

¢ Jane:

¢ Michael:

# Tom:

% Bob:

# Tom:

i Bob:

¢ Jane:

% Michael:

= Jane:

“ Bob:
+ Jane:

How long... how long will this last?

Until the heat dies down and I can get out of here.

(She stands up.) I'm leaving as soon as I get my handbag.

(Bob moves to the telephone, and Michael hits him hard on the neck.
Bob falls into the sofa.)

Sorry, I lost it for a minute. You didn’t deserve that, but we can’t have
any stupid moves.

Bob, wake up. Are you OK, Bob?

(Bob wakes up and rubs his neck.)

(He goes into the kitchen, gets out some cold chicken and devours it.)
I’ve got to say your wife isn’t much of a cook. This chicken, it tastes
terrible. But, I've got to get out of here. I’ll try to make this up to you
one day if I can.

(The doorbell rings. Michael is shocked; he points his gun at Bob and
Jane.)

Answer it, Bob. Go to the door; stand back so I can see your face. I'll be
right behind the door, so if there’s any trouble, you’ll be the first to get
the bullet.

(Bob walks slowly to the door. Michael takes up a position behind the
door and then Bob opens it.)

Hello, I'm Lieutenant Tom Gray from the City Police Department. Mind
if I come in?

(He explodes.) Don’t! (Michael pushes Bob hard with the gun.) That is
to say, I’d rather you didn’t.

That’s up to you, Mr. Peterson. I just want to warn you to watch out for
an old friend of yours named Michael Johnson. He broke out of the
State Prison last night and he’s a very dangerous man. He may decide to
look up one of his old pals.

I’ll let you know if he shows up here.

(Inside the room, Jane sneezes violently.)

My wife. Probably just tasted something she cooked.

(Bob closes the door and returns to the sofa.)

(She says angrily.) You missed your chance, Bob! How could you be
such a coward?

(He cuts in.) Forget that. Both of you.

(She is still angry.) That man could do anything, anything, and I'm sure
you wouldn’t raise a finger to stop him!

He can’t stay here forever.

You’ll get us killed, I just know it.



© Michael: We can’t be sure that cop is gone for good. He sounded suspicious. I'd
better get out.

(Jane looks relieved.)

~ Bob: You're really going, Michael?
© Michael: Yeah. I suppose you’ve got a car, right?
* Bob: Yes, but it’s two blocks from here. Il give you the keys.
Michael: Not so fast. We’re all going down to that car. You’ll be in f{ont, and me

and your wife will be right behind you. Do what I say, Bob, and you’ll
maybe keep on living. If you don’t... (He threatens them with the gun.)
Caption: Michael is shot by Lt. Gray on the street and later dies in the police
station.

(Tom Gray comes to Bob Peterson’s home three days later.)

* Tom: Something has come up.
' Bob: Is there anything wrong, Lieutenant?
© Tom: Well, a routine post-mortem was done on Michael’s body, as it is with

anyone who meets a violent death, and we found something in his stomach
that surprised us.
' Bob: What was that?

Tom: Arsenic trioxide. Poison, in other words. Any idea how it got there?

(Bob wakes up to reality. )

- Bob: The cold chicken. You dosed it! You were going to poison me, weren’t
you?
(Jane says nothing. Bob gets up angrily.) (635 words)

4
m»

Directions: You’re going to watch a video of a mystery. Read the following words and
expressions carefully, which will make it easy for you to understand the
video.

1. play (it) safe avoid risks {#{E17E, ~EKE
e.g. Play it safe and make sure the eggs are thoroughly cooked.

2. die down become less strong, active, or violent 2555 ; #i#fi{% 11, H#fHE
e.g. Forrester waited for the laughter to die down, then carried on with his speech.

3. lose it suddenly become unable to behave or think in a sensible way BRI

e.g. Pete just lost it completely and started shouting and screaming at us.

4. devour v. eat something quickly because you are very hungry £, JR#FFEMRHEAZ
e.g. The boys devoured their pancakes with great joy.



3:

6.

7:

lieutenant n. (abbr. Lt.) an officer of a fairly high rank in the U.S. police force (3 [E%£2%
FARY) B, /bRt
post-mortem n. (also postmortem examination) an examination of a dead body to discover why

the person died JF'{A&fig], 18
e.g. A post-mortem on the body revealed that the victim had been strangled.

arsenic trioxide n. a very poisonous substance sometimes used for killing rats =4 {¢, —f#i

(RLF)

Directions: Now watch the video and decide whether the following statements are
true or false. Put “T” for True and “F” for False in the spaces provided.

T 1. Michael went to Bob’s home because he thought it was safe there.

2. Lieutenant Tom Gray went to Bob’s home because he knew Michael was there.

their home.

~F
T _ 3.Jane was angry that her husband did not tell Lieutenant Tom Gray Michael was at
_T

4. Michael wanted to get to Bob’s car which was parked two blocks away.

F 5. Bob was angry that his wife dosed the chicken to poison Michael.

T 6. The intended victim of the poison was Bob rather than Michael.

N AW N =

Directions: Watch the video again and complete the following sentences with the
exact words you hear.

. I came here because we used to be friends in high school until we went our separate ways.
. You were always telling me not to take risks, but to play things safe.

. Until the heat dies down and I can get out of here.

. You didn’t deserve that, but we can’t have any stupid moves.

Go to the door; stand back so I can see your face. I'll be right behind the door, so if there’s any

trouble, you’ll be the first to get the bullet.

. He broke out of the State Prison last night and he’s a very dangerous man. He may decide to

look up one of his old pals.

That man could do anything, anything, and I’m sure you wouldn’t raise a finger to stop

him!

8. We can’t be sure that cop is gone for good. He sounded suspicious. I’d better get out.

You’ll be in front, and me and your wife will be right behind you.



10. Well, a routine post-mortem was done on Michael’s body, as it is with anyone who meets a

violent death, and we found something in his stomach that surprised us.

i

Directions: Watch the video a third time. This time you are required to repeat a few
important lines.
@ What you say will be recorded so that you can compare your pronunciation and intonation

with the speakers’. Try to imitate their pronunciation and intonation.

1. I figure you’ll play things safe again, or there’ll be trouble.

2. How long... how long will this last?

3. I’m leaving as soon as I get my handbag.

4. I’ve got to say your wife isn’t much of a cook.

5. 'l try to make this up to you one day if I can.

6. Mind if I come in?

7.1 just want to warn you to watch out for an old friend of yours named Michael Johnson.

8. I’ll let you know if he shows up here.

9. You missed your chance, Bob! How could you be such a coward?
10. I suppose you’ve got a car, right?
11. Something has come up. 4

12. The cold chicken. You dosed it! You were going to poison me, weren’t you?

Directions: Now retell the story in YOUR OWN words.

Your talk will be recorded so that your teacher will be able to know your performance. If

you want to improve your work, try again before you submit your recording.

Sample:

Michael, Bob’s high school mate, had escaped from the State Prison. He went to Bob’s home
and wanted to stay there till he felt he was safe. A short time later, Lt. Tom Gray from the City
Police Department came to warn Bob to watch out for Michael, but Bob did not let him in. Bob’s
wife was very angry that he missed the chance to have them saved. Michael was afraid that Lt.
Gray would return so he decided to leave soon. He forced Bob and his wife to take him to Bob’s

car, which was parked two blocks away. On their way, Michael was shot by Lt. Gray and later

5
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died in the police station. Three days later Lt. Gray told Bob and his wife that something had come
up. He said a routine post-mortem on Michael’s body showed that his death was caused by poison.
Bob immediately realized that his wife had dosed the chicken to poison him, but Michael ate it.

&
Part Two ey

LISTENING, UNDERSTANDING
AND SPEAKING

Listening |

Words You Need to Know:

Background Information:

Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980): a British film director who is considered to be one of the greatest
and who made films in the UK and then in Hollywood, for almost 50 years. He made thrillers such
as The Thirty-nine Steps (1935), Psycho (1960), and The Birds (1963). He is famous for his use of
suspense and for appearing for a very short time in each of his films as an unimportant character.
People sometimes use the word “Hitchcockian” to describe a story or situation in which there is a

lot of suspense.

© Jack: I’'m going to rent some videos for the holiday. Jim, could you recom-
mend something really exciting to me, say some suspense films that will
surprise, and keep me jumping and guessing?

o Jim: Have you seen the film Seven, Jack?

© Jack: No, but I’ve heard people say that it is one of the darkest, most intense




Jim:

Jack:

Jim:

Jack:

Jim:

Jack:

Jim:

films they’ve ever seen.

Yes, it’s certainly not for those with a delicate stomach, but it’s one of
the most suspenseful I’ve seen. The twists and turns in this movie are
surprising, and it’s a movie that keeps you guessing.

I think I’1l like it. I hate those that are too easy to figure out!

What’s more, it has an all-star cast that includes Brad Pitt and Morgan
Freeman. They star as two detectives investigating a series of killings in
which the murderer kills people committing the seven deadfy sins. The
two must try to stop the killer before he completes his masterpiece of
seven killings. The climax of this film comes unexpectedly and is
extremely dark. This is a movie that you can enjoy several times and see
something new each time.

Great! [ think a truly great suspense film has to intrigue a person not

only the first time, but every time it’s seen. What else would you

~recommend?

No suspense list would be complete without adding an Alfred Hitchcock
film to the mix. My favorite is Rear Window. If you’ve never seen this
movie, the word “why” comes to mind! Hitchcock is at his best with this
suspenseful tale of a wheelchair-bound photographer who is consumed
by the actions of his neighbors across the courtyard. When those actions
appear to become murderous...
Stop! Don’t tell me everything. Let me find out for myself. Actually
I’'m also a great fan of Hitchcock’s films. In my opinion, Psycho is the
ultimate thriller. It details the story of Norman Bates who assumes the
identity of his dead mother and proceeds to kill anyone whom he finds
sexually attractive or threatening. It’s a true masterpiece from start to
finish.
I’ve seen that one, too. I really like thrillers. 1 guess I like to be scared.
(357 words)

Directions: Listen to the dialog and decide whether the following statements are

true or false. Put “T” for True and “F” for False in the spaces provided.

T _ 1. In Jim’s opinion, the film Seven is one of the most suspenseful films because the twists

and turns in this movie are surprising.



_F 2. Jack doesn’t like the film Seven because it’s too easy to figure out.

__T 3. Like Jim, Jack is also a fan of Hitchcock’s films and his favorite is Psycho.
_F 4. Jack has already seen the film Rear Window.

_ T 5. Jim likes thrillers because he likes to be scared.

Directions: Listen to the dialog again and complete the following introductions of
the films with the exact words you hear.

Seven
It has an all-star cast that includes Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman. They star as two detectives
investigating a series of killings. The two must try to stop the Killer before he completes his

masterpiece of seven Killings. The climax of this film comes unexpectedly and is extremely
dark.

Rear Window
Hitchcock is at his best with this suspenseful tale of a wheelchair-bound photographer who is
consumed by the actions of his neighbors across the courtyard.

Psycho
It details the story of Norman Bates who assumes the identity of his dead mother and proceeds to
kill anyone whom he finds sexually attractive or threatening.

'Exercise

Directions: Work in pairs and tell your partner the suspense film you like best and
why you like it.

Sample:

My favorite suspense film is The Thirty-nine Steps. It is one of Alfred Hitchcock’s earlier
British spy-chase suspense-thrillers. I think it is his first real masterpiece. It is a crowd-pleasing
box-office success. It is the typical Hitchcockian story of an average, innocent, ordinary man who is
framed by circumstantial evidence and thrust against his will into an extraordinary situation that he

doesn’t understand.



Listening Il

Words You Need to Know:

Miss Jones, I know you are a psychiatrist, and it’s very important that you declare me sane. It
would not be good for my children to believe their mother is insane. I must stand trial as a sane
person and be acquitted because then the children can deal with it.

I had a troubled childhood but finally met Peter. We fulfilled each other’s requirements. He
looked for a perfect mother, as I looked for a perfect father. After we married and had children, our
troubles started. I wanted the children to be self-expressive; he wanted them to be quiet. Because of
our disagreements about child rearing, I was easily annoyed and distressed, and spent a lot of time
in tears that I couldn’t control. I would cry and Peter would shout, so it began to look as if we would
have to part. Peter was already seeing another woman, a junk food addict whose idea of an after-
noon out was to go to McDonald’s. I had no grudge against Peter having a girlfriend. Mine was not
a crime of passion but an act committed for the sake of the children.

Divorce hurts children. They suffer terribly when the family breaks up. What else could I do?
I insured Peter’s life. Then he, 1, his girlfriend and the children went for a country walk. We picked
mushrooms, including a death cap. I made a beef casserole that evening and he and she ate it. The
children and I are vegetarians, but Peter would never renounce beef, and it proved fatal. I got them
to the hospital immediately so the children saw nothing unpleasant. I hadn’t realized how suspi-
cious the police could be. But this is not insanity, is it? I was doing my best for my children, and I
must get back to them as soon as possible, for their sake. I presume the court won’t be so stupid as
not to understand that. What do you think, Miss Jones? ' (329 words)

{Exercise

Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the questions
you hear on the recording.

1. A. Her husband. B. Her children.
C. A psychiatrist. D. A lawyer. ©)



2.A
B
C
D
3.A
B
C
D
4. A
B

C
D
5.A
B
C
D

Que

. It was a mistake from the beginning.

. It was a perfect match.

. Her husband was happy while she was not.

. She was happy while her husband was not. (B)
. The husband was unfaithful.

. The husband was bad-tempered.

. The wife had been insane.

. They differed in their child rearing methods. (D)
. To put her husband and his girlfriend to death.

. To divorce her husband.

. To tell the children about their trouble.

. To file a suit against her husband. (A)
. She will be fined.

. She will be tried.

. She will be acquitted.

. She will be declared criminally insane. (B)

stions:

1. Who is the speaker talking to?

2. What was her marriage like at first?

3. What caused their unending quarrels and trouble?
4. What did the woman decide to do to solve the trouble?

5. What will happen to the woman?

Directions: Listen to the passage again and decide whether the following statements

F_
_Tr
_F
T
_Tr

T

(m3

are true or false. Put “T” for True and “F” for False in the spaces provided.

1. She wants the psychiatrist to declare her insane so that she can be acquitted.

2. She wanted the children to be self-expressive but Peter wanted them to be quiet.

3. She killed Peter because he was seeing another woman.

4. She insured Peter’s life before she carried out her plan.

5. She put a death cap in the beef casserole she prepared for her husband and his girlfriend.
6. She claims to have done everything for the well-being of the children.

Directions: Work in groups to role-play the trial according to the following information.

10



