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INTRODUCTION TO IELTS

IELTS is a testing system which assesses how good a person’s English language is for the purpose of study
or training. The test is recognised around the world by universities and colleges.

There are two forms to the test:

Academic: which tests a person’s language for university study
General Training: which tests basic language skills with education or immigration in mind

There are 4 parts to each test. The Listening and Speaking tests are the same for both Academic and General
Training forms of the test. There are separate papers for the Reading and Writing tests. The organisation
looks like this:

Listening

4 sections, 40 questions

approximately 30 minutes

Academic Reading General Training Reading
3 sections, 40 questions 3 sections, 40 questions
1 hour 1 hour

l

Academic Writing ‘ General Training Writing

2 tasks 2 tasks
1 hour 1 hour
Speaking
3 sections

11 — 14 minutes

This book contains practice tests to help prepare students for these tests, whichever form of the test they
take. Choose the Reading and Writing tasks appropriate for the exam being taken.
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You will receive a general assessment of 0-9 based on
the average of the individual scores from each of the
four components. All four sections of the test are
equally weighted. The Listening and Reading sections
are marked in half and whole points, whereas the
Speaking and Writing components are graded only as
whole points.

An overview of the nine bands is written below to help
you understand the level of the band you have to gain
to be accepted on your course.

9 Expert User: native speaker level. Can function
appropriately and accurately in all skills.

8 Very Good User: has excellent command of the
language but may produce some errors in unfamiliar
circumstances.

7 Good User: generally handles language well but
with some inaccuracies. Can produce a competent
written argument. Can understand abstract
reasoning in reading passages.

6 Competent User: has reasonable control of the
language but with some inaccuracies. May have
some difficulties with unfamiliar situations.

5 Modest User: can deal adequately with language in
his own area but will find difficulty in dealing with
complex language and unfamiliar situations.

4 Limited User: only able to deal with familiar
situations and not complex language. Often has
difficulty in understanding and expression.

3 Very Limited User: has problems in communicating.
Able to express general meaning only in familiar
circumstances.

2 Intermittent User: has many difficulties using the
language. Can only communicate very little basic

IELTS RSW IELTS RAW

1 1 1 1

2 2,3 2 23

3 4.5,6.7 3 4,5,6

3.5 8,9,10 3.5 7,8,9

B 1112043 4 10:11.142
4.5 14,15, 16 4.5 13, 14,15, 16
5 17,18, 19 5 17,18,19,20
5.5 : 20, 21,22,23 3.5 21,22,23,24
6 24.25.26,27 6 25,26,217,28
6.5 28,29, 30 6.5 29, 30, 31

7 31,32,33 T 32,33

7.5 34,35 15 34, 35

8 36,37 8 36,37

8.5 38,39 8.5 38,39

9 40 9 40

ASSESSED?

information by using a few words or phrases.

1 Non User: has no ability to communicate except for
a few isolated words.

0 Did not write the test:
information to be assessed.

did not produce any

How to understand the scores

When each component has been marked, a raw score is
given and this is then converted into an equivalent
IELTS grade. An example of possible gradings of raw
scores and their equivalents is given below.

There is no official pass mark and the grade the
candidate is required to attain depends on the subject
to be studied or the institution — e.g. Science and
Engineering departments will probably ask for lower
scores than Law and Literature.

It is usual for a university to ask for a minimum of
IELTS 6 as the basic entry requirement, and the
average score is normally what is looked at. However,
if the course you have chosen consists mostly of reading
and writing, if you get 5 in either of these disciplines,
then you may not be accepted even if your overall score
is 7. Each institution will set out its own criteria for the
individual candidate.

When you do the tests you should aim for a minimum
score of 24-25 in both the Reading and Listening
components before entering for the IELTS
examination. If you do not manage to get the score you
require for your course, you will have to wait three
months before you are allowed to resit the IELTS test.
It is better to be sure of passing the IELTS successfully
the first time you enter yourself rather than using it as
a practice run.




TIPS FOR IELTS STUDENTS

The following is some advice and information to help
candidates sitting for the exam.

General Information

a

b

In the IELTS there are no half marks for each
question in the Listening and Reading papers.
Spelling correctly is important. Both British and
American English spelling is accepted, but be
consistent and do not mix styles.

If you are not sure of an answer, do not write two
possible choices. Even if one is correct, you will not
be credited with a mark.

Always read the instructions carefully before you
start an exercise, as they do not follow a standard
format in IELTS.

Listening

a

b

Don’t lose concentration, and pay close attention
to the cassette, as you hear each passage only once.
Do not spend too long on a difficult question, as
you may miss the necessary information you need
for the next few questions. Instead, mark the
number of the question you are having problems
with and look at it again during the copying up
time.

Always use the 10 minutes given at the end of the
test to check your work, and not merely to copy
your answers onto the computer sheet.

Make sure you fill in the answers in the correct box
on the computer sheet.

Always be aware that there will be distractors —
answers which appear to be acceptable — to the
questions given in the listening texts, so do not
simply write the first possible answer you hear.
That answer may be contradicted a little later.
Make sure you are familiar with the alphabet, as
some answers require you to note down the spelling
of a word.

Accustom yourself to listening to different accents.
You will hear a variety of accents on the cassette,
but British or Australian are the most common.

Reading

a

b

Always read the instructions to the tasks, as they
may vary from test to test.

Make sure you complete the computer sheet after
each reading. You are not given any extra time at
the end of the test to fill in the sheet.

Do not spend more than 20 minutes on any section,
as you may not have enough time to complete the
three passages. Always time yourself when doing
the practice tests, to get used to finishing each
section in no more than 20 minutes.

d

As the sections of the Reading test become
progressively more difficult, if you take longer than
20 minutes on the first two sections, you will have
little chance of finishing the third passage.

As the IELTS Reading paper covers a variety of
written styles, make sure you prepare yourself for
this by reading newspapers, journals, magazines
and fiction and non-fiction books.

Be prepared to be tested on any subject someone
attending a university would be expected to be
aware of. However, you are not expected to be an
expert on all these topics.

In IELTS Reading the questions are sometimes
written before the passage. Always check that you
have read and answered all 40 questions.

Writing

a

[~ o]

Always make sure you fully understand the
question and write a plan before you start your
essay. In Task One, interpreting the information in
the table correctly is an important factor which
influences the final mark.

Be aware of time and never be tempted to spend
more than 20 minutes on Task One at the expense
of Task Two, which has a higher weighting,.

Always leave some time to check your essays.
Always write at least the minimum number of words
required, as short essays will be penalised. There is
no maximum number of words for each essay.

Speaking

a

Many questions in Part One concerning your
personal life can be predicted and prepared before
the interview. However, do not learn set answers by
heart as the examiner will recognise this. You will
be tested on your ability to speak English fluently
and naturally, so think about the possible questions
and make some notes on the replies you could give,
rather than writing speeches.

Do not search for a particular word for very long.
Instead resort to paraphrasing,

If you don’t understand a question, don’t be afraid
to ask the examiner to repeat it. If you are unsure
and misinterpret the question, then you will not
give an appropriate reply.

There are no right or wrong answers to the tasks.
You will be tested on your ability to discuss a topic
effectively in English with a native speaker, and not
on your general knowledge.






LISTENING
PRACTICE TEST 1

NUMBER OF QUESTIONS: 40
APPROX. TIME: 30 MINUTES

Instructions

You will hear a number of conversations and talks
and you must answer questions on what you hear.

The conversations are recorded and you will have
time to read the instructions and questions, and to
check your work.

The tape will be played ONCE only.

The test is organised in 4 sections.

You can write your answers on the question paper

and at the end of the test you will be given time to
transfer your answers to an answer sheet.



LISTENING
TEST 1

Questions 1-3
Choose the correct letters A - D.

Example

Sergeant Brown is going to speak about
A comfort.
safety.

C the police.

D Mr Fogerty.

1 Sergeant Brown is
A the community patrol officer.
B the university security officer.
C the community police adviser.
D the university liaison officer.

2 Sergeant Brown
A lives locally and is not married.
B lives on the campus and has two daughters.
C has a son at the university.
D doesn’t live on the campus with his daughters.

3 Sergeant Brown has been a police officer for
A 5 years.
B 10 years.
C 15 years.
D 20 years.

Questions 4 - 6
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

4 The most dangerous place around the campus js
5 The most dangerous place in town is
6 It is dangerous because of

Questions 7 - 8
Choose TWO Jetters A - E.

Which TWO items should a student always carry?
A apersonal alarm
B valuables
C a passport
D jewellery
E some identification



LISTENING
TEST 1

Questions 9 - 10
Choose TWO letters A - E.

Which TWO things does Sergeant Brown recommend a student should do?
walk home in pairs

use public transport

drive home

not carry a lot of cash

arrange to be home at a certain time

HTO®W»

Questions 11 - 13
Choose THREE letters A - E.

What are John and Sarah discussing?

the amount of work in the second year
the importance of medieval history
studying material in a different language
when their exams will finish

the level of work in the second year

HO QWP

Questions 14 and 15
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

14 Why is Sarah working in the market?

................................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................

Questions 16 - 20
Write A NUMBER or NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each space.

Course Credits Tutor Recommended reading Requirements
Medieval Society 20 Dr Smith Studypack | e an
Development of 20 Mr Mills Bouchier’s ‘........coeervvevevessenenene
Technology | 1l et > (18) None
The Crusades I 10 | e (19) | Allison & McKay’s ‘The First French
Crusades’
The Crusades II 10 Dr Shaker & Mallen’s ‘A General History of French
Professor Lord the Crusades’
Peasants and Kings | .......... (16) | Dr Reeves Hobart’s ‘Introduction to the | .ooovvveeevereeerinenes (20)
Middle Ages’

10




LISTENING
TEST 1

.............................................................

Questions 21 - 25
Choose the correct letters A - C.

21 Dr Mullet was particularly impressed by Fayed’s
A final year dissertation.
B personal tutor.
C exam results.

22 After he took his exams, Fayed felt
A nervous.
B anxious.
C happy.

23 Dr Mullet accepts people for the MA course because of
A their exam results.
B their ability to play games.
C avariety of reasons.

24 What did Fayed initially go to university to study?
A economics.
B booms and crashes.
C history.

25 The course Fayed is applying for is concerned with
A the developing world.

B the development of banks.
C the economics of work.

Questions 26 - 30
Complete Dr Mullet’s notes on his interview with Fayed in NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each space.

INTERVIEW WITH FAYED

Worried! Far from his country. .......vvcvnncncninnnne (26)?

Will g0 t0 study in ..o 27
if not accepted here.

After university wants t0 WOIK .....ccoovcvnmiieriensioncenninns (28).
Now going to ViSit ......cccocevevivcniivnininccisinnens 29).

My decision — When? ........neninnnieinnnnes 30)

T bt i i TS e L
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_LISTENING

Questions 31 - 35
Complete each sentence with NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS.

31 The public has more knowledge of vitamins than other parts
32 The public doesn’t always €at .........c.cccoevrrrrrrrecrrerrreerenenenn. .

33 There is a widespread belief that Vitamin C can ..........ccccoeueeeecrerercrcreennnnen .
34 Vitamin A helps you 5€e .....ccccooeevevevvricreinnrerirnnnns

35 Many people wrongly think that taking vitamin supplements can

Questions 34 - 40
Complete each space with NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS or A NUMBER.

Vitamin Name Helps the body Daily need Where to get it

A Retinol have good vision, 750 mg liver, butter, egg yolks,
............................................ 36) milk
infection
D Calciferol form healthy bones and varies with age sunlight, cod liver oil
............................................ 37
E Tocopherol controlfat | (38) mg | wheatgerm, oils, eggs,
butter
K coagulate blood varies green vegetables, liver,
eggs
B complex metabolise carbohydrates, form varies yeast, cereals, milk,
healthy tissue and .................... 39) cheese, offal
C Ascorbic acid | fight infection, fight scurvy 30mg | e (40)

12
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PRACTICE TEST 1

NUMBER OF QUESTIONS: 40
TIME ALLOWED: 1 HOUR

instructions

WRITE ALL ANSWERS ON THE ANSWER SHEET
The test is organised as follows:

Reading Passage 1 Questions 1-15
Reading Passage 2 Questions 16 - 27
Reading Passage 3 Questions 28 - 40

Start at the beginning of the test and read the
passages in order. Answer all the questions. If you
are not sure of an answer, you can leave it and try
to answer it later.
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