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Pretface

Economist Robert Heilbroner, writing in In-
quiry into the Human Prospect, tells us
that humanity faces three major challenges
to survival. Population growth is the first
challenge, having grave environmental and
political implications. The threat of nuclear
war—the result of nationalism and of un-
equal distribution of resources around the
world—is the second challenge. Finally, we
are also faced with devastating environmen-
tal deterioration, as a result of inadequate
controls on industrial activity,

In order to address the problems we face,
we must approach them realistically and
with a willingness to alter our behavior.
Heilbroner’s concern is that adequate re-
sponses may not be mounted in time. Capi-
talism and socialism, the world’s major
economic systems, have not yet adequately
solved our problems. Can democratic soci-
eties meet these challenges, or can only to-
talitarian governments obtain the obedience
and rapid reactions to social and political
changes that are required for survival? Na-
tionalistic allegiances may replace the un-
derstanding that we are all in the global
lifeboat together. In times of crisis and per-
sonal insecurity, authoritarian leadership is
sometimes welcomed. Are we, as a society,
moving toward surrendering our democratic
rights and freedoms? Can we resolve the

challenges facing us in creative ways that do
not abridge human rights?

Social scientists hold different views as to
how social problems may be defined, ana-
lyzed, and resolved. In the prologue that fol-
lows, we present background assumptions
and the special perspectives that sociologists
bring to the study of social problems. Those
who have had an Introductory Sociology
course may find it a useful review; those for
whom this is a first exposure to viewing the
world in sociocultural terms will be for-
mally introduced to sociological concepts
which are basic to this approach.

Recognizing that students from very dif-
ferent backgrounds and at different educa-
tional levels may be enrolled in any Social
Problems course, our text steers a middle
course. We have limited our use of sociolog-
ical “jargon” and have defined all necessary
terms briefly when they first appear in the
text, and in more detail in the Glossary. Our
goals, however, are broad. We focus your at-
tention on a number of social problems, in-
troduced first by a current news item, which
shows the relevance of the problem to daily
life. Next follows a consistent form of pre-
sentation which includes (1) the definition
of each problem, (2) how society views the
problem, (3) how sociologists analyze the
problem, and (4) suggested policies for re-
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solving the problem. Each chapter follows
this format.

Beyond providing a basic acquaintance
with the complexity and diversity of the so-
ciocultural world, we hope to increase com-
prehension of the conflict, rapid change, and
especially of the ambiguities and contradic-
tions that seem to be accelerating. Some of
the problems and challenges we face may
not be solvable in our time; however, we

advance ideas for reducing their negative ef-
fects. Finally, we hope to foster interest in
the sociological approach and in sociology as
a discipline.
Ronald A. Hardert
Leonard Gordon
Mary Riege Laner
Mark Reader

Tempe, Arizona
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Teens found willing to take
stand on social movements

By George Gallup

PRINCETON, N.J.—American
teen-agers are willing to get in-
volved in causes they believe
in, according to the latest Gal-
lup Youth Survey.

At least one teen-ager in six
already is actively engaged in
at least one movement.

Nationwide, a solid majority
of teen-agers say they would
like to become champions for
certain social issues such as ef-
forts to bring world peace, bet-
ter government, conservation
of natural resources, racial
harmony and environmental
concerns.

The issue with the greatest
potential for teen involvement
is world peace. In an age when
nuclear war is an ever present
threat, it is not surprising to
find seven in 10 teens willing
to rally behind a peace move-
ment. Gallup pollsters found an
almost equal proportion of
teens, 68 percent, eager to
work toward the improvement
of government.

Interest in becoming in-
volved in these two issues is
highest among boys and girls
with an above-average aca-
demic standing, those who live
in the center cities and teens
who attend church regularly.
In addition, black youngsters
show a greater desire to get in-
volved in these causes than do
white teens.

Concern for Earth and
Mother Nature is also high on
the teens’ list of causes worth
fighting for. For example, 62
percent said they would like to
get involved with the conser-
vation of natural resources,
and 52 percent mention envi-
ronmental issues.

The drive for racial harmony
also drew a great deal of inter-
est among all teen-agers. Black
teens have greater expectation
of participating in a cause that
furthers racial equality than
their white schoolmates.

Women’s rights is the only
issue that less than a majority

TEEN INVOLVEMENT
Would like to get involved in:
Racial Environmental Women’s
Harmony Issues Rights

NATIONAL 58 52 42
Boys 55 52 32
Girls 61 52 52
Whites 57 51 39
Blacks 68 56 58
Protestants , 56 50 38
Catholics 59 50 43
East 55 52 46
Midwest 59 49 38
South 59 55 44
West 59 51 41
Churchgoers 60 51 40
Not regular churchgoers 56 53 44

Peace Better Conserving

Efforts Gout. Resources
NATIONAL 70 68 62
Boys 68 70 64
Girls 72 67 59
Whites 69 67 63
Blacks 76 79 58
Protestants 70 66 61
Catholics 70 70 61
East 70 69 60
Midwest 69 69 64
South 72 67 60
West 67 69 64
Churchgoers 73 71 65
Not regular churchgoers 67 66 59

©1982, The Associated Press



of teen-agers, 42 percent, would
like to align themselves with.
However, among girls, 52 per-
cent are willing to work for
women’s rights compared with
32 percent of boys. This 20-
point spread represents the
greatest divergence of opinion
found for all the issues tested.
Finally, teen groups showing
the highest levels of involve-
ment in at least one social
cause are those living in the
South, 21 percent; Protestants,
20 percent; blacks, 20 percent;
and boys and girls who attend
church regularly, 19 percent.

The survey showed 17 percent
of the teens in the Midwest are
involved in at least one issue;
whites, 16 percent; nonregular
churchgoers, 14 percent; East,
14 percent; and Catholics, 14
percent.

The question asked was:

“In the past, there have been
certain issues which have cap-
tured young people’s attention,
or have served as a rallying
point, such as the Vietnam
War. Please tell me which of
the following issues or causes,
if any, you are now actively in-
volved in or would like to be-

come involved in: Efforts to
bring peace in the world, the
conservation of natural re-
sources, environmental issues,
women’s rights, racial har-
mony, getting better govern-
ment.”

The survey findings are
based on telephone interviews
with a representative national
cross section of 1,010 boys and
girls.

Source: Gallup Youth Survey.
In Phoenix Gazette, 25 June
1982.



