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Theme

Introductions

Good evening and welcome to ...
Lifestyle

Open to everything!
Descriptions

You are what you wear
Nationalities

An outsider looking in
Personality

You are my rescuer
Family

A three-way marriage?
City Life

Online dating

Jobs

A choice of attitude
Travel

To move is the great affair!
Business

Too many to choose from
Schedules

Year in, year out
Weather

It’s raining frogs!
Entertainment

Hold on or give up
Home

East or west, home is best
Health '
Catch a cold if I kiss her?
Shopping

No discount

Food

Blasted McDonald’s!
News

What's going on?

Teacher’s Manual
Pages

Ul-1—U1-6
U2-1 —U2-6
U3-1—U3-5
U4-1 —U4-7
U5-1 —U5-5
U6-1 —U6-6
U7-1—U7-6
U8-1—U8-5
U9-1 —U9-6
U10-1 — U10-5
U11-1 —U11-6
U12-1 — U12-6
U13-1 —U13-5
Ul14-1 — U14-5
U15-1 — U15-6

U16-1 — Ul6-5

U17-1 —U17-5

U18-1 — U18-7



Warm Up

1. Askstudents whether they have any experiences of listening
to the delivery of “special occasion” or “ceremonial”
speeches, say, speech of introduction, speech of acceptance
(e.g. award), speech of presentation (e.g-award) or the speech
designed to create goodwill. Where and when did they hear
the speech and how did they feel about it? Have they ever
tried to speak on these special occasions? '

2. Take a quick survey to find out how many students have
watched talk shows or similar and the programs on
television and whether they have noticed how the host
started their introduction to the show.

3. Introduce the unit. T: Today’s unit is called “Good evening
and welcome to ...”. We are going to listen to some talks, We'll get
toknow the expressions and ideas on how to make special occasion
introductions.

Il Vocabulary Task

1. Introduce the exercise. T: Look at the expressions in
Vocabulary Task. Let’s read them and guess their meanings.

2. Allow students time to finish discussing the meanings
of the expressions in the box. T: Now let me tell you the
meanings of the expressions.

Explain the expressions
have a pat on the back: an expression of praise or

satisfaction for sth. done

not one’s cup of tea: the sort of thing one dislikes

be under way: having started and making progress
make it: to arrive in time

have got a thing about: to have strong like or dislike for

3. T: Now let’s try to use these expressions to complete the mini-
talks. '

4. ["\Play the audio. T: Now listen to the mini-talks and
compare your answers. You may need to add some words to
the expressions according to what you hear.

5. Elicit answers from students. T: What is the answer - for mini-
talk number one?

Follow-up Activity

Give some questions for students to think about or practice
if needed or if time is available in class. The teacher may
play the recording again and ask students to pay attention
to how the speakers make comments on what others have
done. T: How do you usually make some comments on what other
people have done? How do the speakers in the mini-talks make
comments? Work in pairs and make some comments on what your
partner has done.

Script and Answers
1. A: May I have your attention, please? Thank you for
coming. We're very glad you could make it. Tonight

U1
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we are celebrating an agreement between A&A
Limited and M&N Technologies, Incorporated to
participate in ajoint venture. ... and soit is an honor to
introduce Mr. Tony Blair, president of A&A Limited.
Thank you, Dr. Lawrence. It's a pleasure to be here.
Ladies and Gentlemen, we at A&A are also excited
about ...

(Half an hour later)

. Thanks a lot Mr. Blair for a remarkable speech. Thank

you.
Thank you, Dr. Lawrence. Thank you for your time.

: Hey, Nancy, is that you? I can’t believe it! Heard any
_good presentations?

Not one. None of them is my cup of tea. I'm bored to
death.

: Is that right? Why not?

You know, I've been working for over thirty years.
There's nothing new here. These presentations can’t
tell me anything new. What's worse is that tomorrow
Y1l have a desk full of papers to work on. Say, you've
just come back from the States, haven’t you?

; Tsn’t that the guy my son is crazy about? But I never

knew his name.

He’s Larry King, the famous talk show host whoisa
household name. He always presents quite a variety
of points of view when you listen to him.

: But, I've really got a thing about some talk show hosts.

They sometimes are very rude to those who have
opposing ideas.

I usually enjoy listening to them. I particularly like it
when a caller disagrees with the host. I like to hear
how he will defend his ideas.

: Say, Tom, I really enjoyed the piece you had in the

paper last week. You've really worked your way up
since I met you on Bob’s wedding day.
Thanks. I'm so flattered. But it's always nice to have

a pat on the back once ina while.

- You deserve it. I can’t say that for all journalists,

however.
I’m sorry to admit that many reporters are giving the
profession a bad name.

: Judy, I'd like you to meet our new business associate.

He will be responsible for the project of “Golden
Apple” program.

Pleased to meet you, Mr. Wang. I'm happy to say that
the project is now well under way. But we still
appreciate your cooperation.

The pleasure’s mine, Judy. Your work is wonderful.
Thank you for saying so. Would you please follow

me to the office? The fellow workers are all waiting
for us.

[l Listening Task

1. Pre-listening Activity
Introduce the activity. T: Look at the pictures. Who are these
people and what are they doing?

2. Listening Activity

1) First Listening

1. Explain the activity. T: We're going to listen to a
monologue. Listen carefully and write down the answers
to the question.

2. {\Play the audio.

3. Put students in pairs and have them compare their
answers. T: Work with a partner and check your answers.

4. Elicit answers from different pairs. T: What did you write for
nymber one?

Answers

1. Dan Quayle / Republican Vice-President
2. Al Gore / Democratic Senator

3. James Stockdale / Retired Vice-Admiral

2) Second Listening

1. Explain the activity T: Now we’re going to listen to the
monologue again. This time, check the boxes with the answers
to the question “What are the ground rules for the debate?”.

2. nPlay the audio. :

3. Put students in pairs and have them compare their
answers. T: Work with a partner and check your answers.

4. Elicit answers from different pairs. If you have several
pairs share their answers, it will help all students to get
a fuller understanding of what the speaker said. T: Which
answer did you check for rule number one?

Answers

1. two-minute opening statement

2. theissues to be discussed are presented by the moderator

3. a-minute-and-fifteen-second response to the issues under
discussion

4. five-minute discussion period

5. order of response to the issues under discussion is
determined by a drawing

6. two-minute closing statement

u1-2



Script and Answers to Self-study

Introduction to the vice-presidential debate

Good evening from Atlanta and welcome to the (1) vice-
presidential debates, (2) sponsored by the Nonpartisan
Commission on presidential debates. It's being held here in
the (3) Theater for the Arts on the campus of Georgia Tech.
I'm (4) Hal Bruno from ABC News and I'm going to be
moderating tonight’s debate.

(5) The participants are Republican Vice-President Dan
Quayle, (6) Democratic Senator Al Gore, and Retired Vice-
Admiral James Stockdale, who is the (7) vice-presidential
nominee for independent candidate Ross Perot.

Now, the (8) ground rules for tonight’s debate. Each
candidate will have two minutes for (9) an opening
statement. I will then (10) present the issues to be discussed.
For each topic the candidates will have a minute and fifteen
seconds (11) to respond. Then this will be followed by a five-
minute discussion period in which they can ask questions
of each other if they so choose.

Now, the order of response has been determined (12)
by a drawing and we’ll rotate with each topic. At the end of
the debate, each candidate will have two minutes for a
closing statement. Our radio and TV audience should know
that the candidates were given (13) an equal allocation of
auditorium seats for their supporters, so I'd like to ask the
audience here in the theater to please (14) refrain from
applause or any partisan demonstration once the debate is
under way because it takes time away from the candidates.

So, (15) with that plea from your moderator, let’s get started
and we'll turn first to Senator Gore for his opening statement.
! Culture Note
The speech of introduction is usually designed to introduce
another speaker or to introduce a general topic area and a
series of speakers. Often, for example, before a speaker
addresses an audience, another speaker sets the stage by
introducing both the speaker and the topic. At conventions
where a series of speakers address an audience, a speech of
introduction might introduce the general topic on which the
speakers will focus and perhaps provide connecting links
among the several presentations. In giving a speech of
introduction, your main purpose is to gain the attention and
arouse the interest of the audience. Your speech should pave
the way for favorable and attentive listening. It should seek
to create an atmosphere conducive to achieving the particular
speech purpose. The speech of introduction is basically
informative and follows the general patterns already laid
down for the informative speech. The main difference is that
instead of discussing a topic’s issues, you would discuss who
the speaker is and what the speaker will talk about.

B Real World Listening

'Z‘ Concept Check

A talk show host — what are the essential qualities?
Check students” understanding with one or more of the
following questions.

T Have you ever watched any talk shows or similar programs
on television? Would you please introduce one or two shows
which impressed you the most and make some comments? What
do you think of the hosts of the shows? What are the essential
qualities do you think a good talk show host should have? Have
you ever thought of being a talk show host? Why or why not?

1. Predict

1. Introduce the activity. T: Look at the pictures. Here a popular
program is being introduced. Two people are talking about the
arrangements of the program. What kind of program do you
think it is? Check the box(es) next to your answer(s). If you
check “other possibilities”, be sure to write what you think it
is.

2. Elicit answers from a few students. T: Which box(es) did
you check? Did anyone fill in the space next to “other
possibilities”? What did you write? Why?

3. nPlay the audio. T: Listen and check your prediction.

4. Check prediction results. T: Who was correct?

Answer
O Avery popular weekly small-talk program on television.

2. Get the Main Ideas

1. Explain the directions. T: Match each name in Column I
with a description in Column II to tell the identity of each
person.

2. Allow students some time to read. T: As you listen, make
your matches.

3. n Play the audio.

4. Elicit answers from students. T: Who is Jackie Chan?

Answers

Item 1:

1. Jackie Chan Subject of the program

2. Larry King Host of the program

3. Simon Director, checking the arrangement
4. Amanda Production assistant to the director
5. Jason Looking after the guests

5. Explain the directions. T: Check the boxes to decide if the
statements agree with the details in the listening text,

U1-3



6. Elicit answers from students. T: What did you check for
statement number one?

Item 2:
1.No 2.No 3.No 4.NotGiven 5. Yes
Script

This is your life!

This is your life is one of the most popular small-talk
programs on American television. Every week a leading
personality is invited to a television studio, without knowing
that he or she will be the subject of the prograrh. The host
starts the program with a short introduction and then meets
the person at the entrance of a specified studio and says,
“This is your life!” The person then meets friends and
relatives from his or her past in the very studio. Studio B is
where today’s program is recorded. The program begins at
7:30. It's 6:15 now and the director, Simon is checking the
preparations with his production assistant, Amanda. The
subject of tonight’s show will be a world-leading actor, Jackie
Chan. The host, as usual, will be Larry King,.

Simon: Let’s just check the arrangements. We're

bringing Jackie Chan here in a studio car.
Amanda: Is he informed what program he’s coming to?

Simon: No — he thinks hé’s coming to a discussion
program!

Amanda: Great! Now, the driver has been told to arrive
at exactly 7:25, hasn’t he?

Simon: Right! The program begins at seven thirty. At
that time Jackie will be walking to the studio.
Larry King will start his introduction at 7:31,
and Jackie will arrive at 7:32. Larry will meet
him at the studio entrance ...

Amanda: Will Camera B be there?

Simon: Yes. Then he’ll take him to that seat. It’ll be on
Camera A. Jackie will be sitting there during
the whole program.

Amanda: Where will Larry be sitting?

Simon: For most of the show Larry will be standing in
the middle, and he’ll be on Camera C. The
guests will come through that door, talk to
Larry and Jackie ... and then sit over there. Now,
is that all clear?

Amanda: Yes ... there’s just one thing.

Simon: Well, what is it?

Amanda: Who's going to look after the guests during the
show?

Simon: Jasonis.

Amanda: And where will they be waiting during the
show?

Simon: In the dressing-room, as usual. Jason will be
waiting with them, and he’ll be watching the
show on the monitor. He'll tell them two
minutes before they enter.

Amanda: I think that's everything.

! Culture Note

Jackie Chan: Jackié Chan is a world-famous movie star in
Hong Kong. His Chinese name is Cheng Long. He is a movie-
action incarnate or action-star extraordinaire around the
world. He has made more than 40 movies since 1976. It's
been a long road to success for Jackie who was sent to opera
school by his parents at the age of six. There he learned
dancing, singing and martial arts, and was eventually able
to break into films as a stuntman. Despite his success in Asia,
it took several tries before he was able to break into the US
market with films such as Rush Hour and Shanghai Noon. No
one would doubt that Jackie Chan made an impression on
the US if they visited Hollywood and saw his star and the
palm and footprints he left on the Walk of Fame close to the
Kodak Theater where the Academy Awards are held.

Il Real World Speaking

Use an extension activity to further expand the discussion
in Listening Task and Real World Listening.

* Teaching Tip

In this unit, the listening texts may not be very difficult to
understand, so the purpose is to equip students with proper
language materials so as to instruct them how to make
introductions on special occasions and prepare them for
moderating an English debate appropriately and effectively.

1. Explain the activity. T: Have you ever made an introduction
on some special occasions, for example, at a conference, a
banquet or a céremony? The speech of introduction should be
very effective and efficient and follows a certain pattern. Now
I hope you can generalize the principles we should follow when
making the introduction of the kind either according to your
own experience or the listening materials youve heard.

Answers for Reference

establish the significance of the speech
b. establish relevant connections

c. stress the speaker’s credibility

d. be consistent with the main speech

P
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e. bebrief [l Interaction Link

f. don’t cover the speaker’s topic
g- don’t oversell the speaker

2. Explain the activity. T: Now you have finished your listening
activity. Next I hope you can use your own words to sum up
the steps in which an introduction to a debate is made. Work
in pairs or groups and write down your answers.

Answers for Reference
Step 1: claim the audience’s attention and express thanks
‘ for their coming

Step 2: self-introduction 3

Step 3: introduce the participants (debaters)
Step 4: introduce the ground rules
Step 5: announce the start

3. Explain the activity. T: Now you are going to play your role

as the host in the small-talk program we heard in the Listening 4

Task section. Think for a while and then act out the introductory

opening of the program. 5

Answer for Reference
Larry King: Good evening and welcome to This is your life.

Let’s Have a Debate

Introduce the activity. T: Open your book. In this unit, we've
listened to the examples of the introduction on special occasions
and discussed the general principles of making introductions
of the kind. Now, let’s organize a debate to practise what we've
learned.

Put students in groups of three or four. Each group will
organize a debate contest. T: We'll form small groups of
four. You can move around the classroom to find those you'd
like to work with as your group members.

. Have students work together to decide on the motion,

debaters, moderator, sponsor and the broadcasting TV
station and fill out the chart. T: Now please look at the
pictures of the people and their corresponding personal
information. You should work together to decide what role each
is suitable to play, then fill out the chart.

. Remind students of the ground rules for an introduction

to a debate summarized in the Listening Task section,

. Lead students through the steps involved in an

introduction to a debate. Some language aids can be
provided when necessary. '

This is Larry King speaking. We're waiting for the subject of ~ Reference

tonight’s program. He’s one of the world’s leading actors,
and he thinks he’s coming here to take part in a discussion
program ... I can hear him now ... yes, here he is! Jackie Chan ...
This is your life!

4. Explain the activity. T: Now you are going to play the role as
a main organizer of an international academic conference.
Think for a while and then act out the introduction to an
important speaker at the beginning of the conference.

3k Teaching Tip

Students may not have the experience of being an organizer
of an international academic conference, so it is advisable to
give a brief resume of the imaginary speaker to help them.
It might be a very useful experience for their future career.

Answer for Reference

May I have your attention, please? Thank you for coming.
We’re very glad you could make it. Our speaker tonight is a
very interesting man. He works fulltime as a banker, but
- paints and writes in his free time. Last year he won the title
of “Star Citizen” in our city. It is an honor to introduce Mr.
Thomas Wong, Director of the Arts Foundation.

Ut-5

Claim the audience’s attention and express the thanks
for their coming:

% Good evening from ... and welcome to ...

% May I have your attention, please?

% Thank you for coming.

% We're very glad you could make it.

Self-introduction:

% I'm.. from ... and I'm going to moderate tonight's
debate. It’'s being held here in ...

% I'm honored to stand here to ... My name is ... and
I'm from ... Tonight’s debate is sponsored by ... and
will be broadcast by ...

Introduce the participants (debaters):

% Now, I'd like to introduce the panel of judges. They

% The participants are ...

% Now, allow me to present the debaters from the
affirmative side. They are ...

% Both the affirmative side and the negative side
consist of four debaters. They are ...

Introduce the ground rules:

% Now, the ground rules for tonight's debate. Each
candidate will ...

Announce the start of the debate:




% So, let’s get started and we'll turn first to ...

% So, as the moderator of tonight’s debate, I announce
the start and let’s give our applause to the first ...

% So, it’s the start of tonight’s debate and we'll first
invite ...

6. Allow students 10 minutes each group to practice
moderating a debate. Take turns and make sure that
every student has the chance to moderate a debate.

7. Choose a representative from each group to demonstrate
to the whole class and then the teacher makes comments.

I Self-study

This exercise is supposed to be done by students themselves
after class. If the teacher decides to do it in class, introduce
the exercise this way. T: In this exercise, you are going to listen
to the Listening Task section once more. This time, you should
listen attentively and fill in the blanks.

Answers
Refer to Script in the Listening Task section.
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UNIT OVERVIEW

Warm Up

1.

Ask students to talk about different lifestyles. T: Can you

describe your lifestyle? What other lifestyles have you observed
in the people around you? Can you describe some other
lifestyles?

Take a quick survey to find out which lifestyles students
are in favor of. T: Among the lifestyles mentioned, what
appeals to you? Why do you like such a lifestyle? What
advantages or disadvantages does this lifestyle have?
Introduce the unit. Have students talk about the
question. T: Today’s unit is called “Open to everything!”
What lifestyle does the person making this remark take? How
do you like such a lifestyle? Why?

Ask students to talk about the changes in lifestyle
brought about by the development of modern
technology. T: If you compare your lifestyle with that of your
parents, are there differences? Why are there such differences?
What do you think of such differences?

Vocabulary Task

Have students go to Vocabulary Preview to study the
new expressions under this subtitle. The descriptions

2.

will help them get the exact meanings.

Introduce the task. T: In this task, we are going to listen to
mini-talks about different lifestyles. The speakers express their
hopes, desires and intentions. Look at the expressions. Read
them and guess how they are used.

Allow students a few minutes to finish discussing how
the expressions are used. T: Now let me explain how the
expressions are used.

Explain the expressions

U21

be dying for / to: used to emphasize that one wants to
do or have sth. very much

e.g. He's dying to meet you.

thirst for: to have a strong desire for sth.

e.g. His opponent is thirsting for revenge.

be itching to / for: to have a persistent, restless craving

e.g. He was itching for the curtain to rise.

would give anything to / for: used hyperbolically to
express how greatly one wants to have or do sth.

e.g. I'd give anything for a cup of tea.

be in the mood for / to: to feel like, to have an inclination
to do / for sth.

e.g. I am in no mood | not in the mood for joking / to
joke.



4 T Now, let's try to use these expressions to complete the mini-talks.

5. {\Play the audio. T: Now listen to the mini-talks and
compare your answers. You may need to add some words to
the expressions according to what you hear.

6. Elicit answers from students. T: What is the answer for mini-
talk number one?

Follow-up Activity

Give some questions for students to discuss if needed or if
time is available in class. T: Have you recognized the different
lifestyles in the mini-talks? Does any one of them appeal to you?
Describe each of the lifestyles in the mini-talks to your partner.
Then discuss what you think about these lifestyles or discuss the
advantages and disadvantages of these lifestyles.

* Teaching Tip

Tell students that some of the lifestyles may not be necessarily
good for people. Let students freely discuss these lifestyles
and be ready to give guidance, both in the use of language
and in absorbing concepts, whenever necessary.

! Culture Note

Meditation is a relaxation technique in which people try to
relax both the mind and the body. In many forms of
meditation, people begin by sitting comfortably on a cushion
or chair. Then they gradually relax their body, begin to
breathe slowly, and concentrate on a sensation — such as
the inhaling and exhaling of breath — or on an image or
object.

A Klondike bar is a chocolate covered ice cream bar. It is
square and it does not have the more traditional stick. It is
thicker than the traditional ice cream on a stick. Its chocolate
coating is just a bit thicker than the stick kind.

The pancake house is a popular chain of restaurants which
mainly serves different kinds of pancakes and other foods
such as cereals, side dishes, beverages, waffles, crepes, meats
and omelets.

Script and Answers
1. A: You look awful. What happened?
B: I have difficulty sleeping, and I'm anxious and
depressed. I feel miserable. I'm dying for a vacation.
A: Maybe all that school work is too much for you. You
may try meditation and cut back on fatty foods.
B: You're probably right. I really need to try a different
lifestyle.
: How do you like your life here?
Wonderful. People are friendly and foods are
delicious.
A: It seems you are getting over your craving for

McDonald’s. :

B: That's true. 'm used to a life without Klondike bars
and the pancake house. What I really thirst foris a
cappuccino after dinner.

: The recent survey found that youngsters are more
concerned about finding work and earning money.
B: That's understandable. I think today’s youths have a

higher sense of independence.

A: Many older people say that young people are less

prepared for adult life than previous generations.

B: Ican'tagree. Maybe it’s due to the generation gap. I
remember when I was young I was itching to leave
home as soon as possible.

: You're hanging ouit a lot. When will you be ready to
start a family?

B: What for? I see little advantage in tying the knot. Look
at my married friends. They used to be career-
oriented but now they are tied to household
drudgery.’

: Are you following the latest stay-single trend?

Yeah, I'd give anything to have my own free time,

and it’s more relaxing to be alone.

: I am in the mowd for traveling abroad, but I cannot
afford it.

B: 1have an idea, If you like to work with children, you
can volunteer in Bali at a mountain village. T had a
truly ideal experience there.

: Marvelous! Tell me more about it.

[

%

I was a volunteer English teacher there last summer.
It gave me a taste of life in a developing country. I
learned the basics of a wonderful language. I had the
chance to surf on the weekends, and I lived with an
incredible family.

B Listening Task

1. Pre-listening Activity
Introduce the activity. T: Look at the pictures. The name of the

bar in the third picture is not complete. Guess what should be
filled in.

Answer
Science Fiction

2. Listening Activity

1) First Listening

1. Explain the activity. T: We're going to listen to a monologue.
Listen carefully and check the boxes next to the correct answers
to the questions.
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2. {"\Play the audio. ,

3. Put students in pairs and have them compare their
answers, T: Work with a partner and check your answers.

4. Elicit answers from different pairs. T: Which box did you
check for question number one?

Answers
1. By visiting a cyber café.
2. No two cyber cafés are alike.

2) Second Listening

1. Explain the activity. T: Now we're going to listen to the
monologue again. This time, check the boxes with the details
to answer t questions.

2, nPIay the audio.

3. Put students in pairs and have them compare their
answers. T: Work with a partner and check your answers.

4. Elicit answers from different pairs. If you have several
pairs share their answers, it will help all students to get
a fuller understanding of what the speaker said. T: Which
box did you check for question number one?

Answers

1. To enjoy Internet cafés.

2. Entering an Internet café is like taking a wee bite of a Big
Mac to her.

3. At Krakatit, you can surf the Web with a spaceship and
talk to dragons and robots.

4. Cyber cafés will soon be replaced by mobile phones with
high-speed Internet access.

! cuiture Note

Swaziland, independent monarchy in southeastern Africa,

bounded on the east by Mozambique and on the southeast,

south, west, and north by South Africa.

Estonia, republic in northeastern Europe, bounded on the

north by the Gulf of Finland (an extension of the Baltic Sea),

on the east by Russia, on the south by Latvia, and on the

west by the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Riga.

Croatia, republic in southeastern Europe, on the Balkan

Peninsula. Formerly a constituent republic of Yugoslavia,

Croatia declared its independence in June 1991. Croatia is

bounded on the north by Slovenia and Hungary, on the east

and south by Bosnia and Herzegovina (often referred to

simply as Bosnia), and on the east by Serbia.

. Joe is a nickname for coffee. The nickname is derived from

the name of Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels, who in

1913 banned alcohol from being served on US Navy

warships. The sailors began to drink more coffee, which they

then nicknamed “Joe”.

Crack is chemically purified, very potent cocaine in pellet
form and is considered highly and rapidly addictive. Here
the writer uses it as a metaphor for going on the Internet,
just as Chinese people may refer to computer games as
“electronic opium”. The writer implies that surfing the net
is as addictive as crack cocaine.

Script

Kept within a few clicks of hearth and home

In Rome, you can read your email while your dirty
clothes wash, soak and dry in machines beside you. In
Helsinki, you can surf the Web while still sweating from a
simmer in a nearby sauna. Some people travel to sample the
finest of foreign cuisines. Some seek sublime art to appreciate
or sacred architecture to celebrate. Me, I've come to think of
myself as an international connoisseur of Internet cafés.

In my past five months overseas, I've surfed the
information superhighway in Swaziland, driven the data
expressway in Estonia and cruised the communication
causeway in Croatia. And I can say this: Gone are the days
when postcards were the preferred method of making those
at home envious of your adventures abroad. Set foot on the
road to faraway places and you'll soon find that cyber cafés
are an inescapable part of the contemporary travel
experience.

Just ask Michelle Amundson from Attleboro, Mass. I
found this 23-year-old parked in front of a flat-screen monitor
at Big Net café — the biggest Internet café in Vienna —
exchanging love notes with her boyfriend back home.
Michelle has been on vacation 10 days and has emailed him
every one of them. Think of myself: My (much) better half is
traveling with me and still of the 35 cities we've visited thus
far, I've used cyber cafés in precisely 71.4 percent of them.

When I left the US, I vowed I wouldn’t eat at a single
McDonald’s no matter how cheap and soothingly familiar
the food might be. I've stayed true to that promise. But I
admit when I slip into an Internet caf§, I feel just a wee bit
like I'm taking a bite of a Big Mac.

I comfort myself, however, with the discovery that no
two cyber cafés are alike. It's hard to know where to begin
in Prague, a city suffering a particularly virulent strain of
cyber café-itis. At The Globe you can surf the Net while
listening to a jazz trio. At Bohemian Bagel you can order up
the namesake roll and a cup of joe along with a side of cyber
crack. And at Krakatit, a “science fiction café,” you can surf
the Web surrounded by pictures of dragons and spaceships
and robots, oh my.

Some people predict that cyber cafés, like postcards,
will soon find themselves a relic as mobile phones with high-
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