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Dump—an open hole in the ground where trash is buried and that is full of various animals (rats,
mice, birds). (This is most people’s idea of a landfill!)

Landfill—carefully designed structure built into or on top of the ground in which trash is isolated
from the surrounding environment (groundwater, air, rain). This isolation is accomplished with a bottom
liner and daily covering of soil.

Sanitary landfill—landfill that uses a clay liner to isolate the trash from the environment.

Municipal solid waste (MSW) landfill—landfill that uses a synthetic (plastic) liner to isolate the

trash from the environment
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The trash production in the United States has almost tripled since 1960. This trash is handled in
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various ways. About 27 percent of the trash is recycled or composted, 16 percent is burned and 57 percent
is buried in landfills. The amount of trash buried in landfills has doubled since 1960.
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Unit 1

Directions: In this part, you are to go over three passages quickly within the given time and
answer the questions that follow.
For questions 1-7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage,;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

Text A

With Friends like These
Words: 1,166 Reading Time: 10 minutes

My [5th birthday was one of the worst days of my life, all because of a bright bouquet of flowers.
I couldn’t imagine who had sent them. Maybe my parents—my dad had sent me good-luck roses the day

I tried out for show choir. Who else would send such a sweet gift?

I cradled the flowers in my arm as I headed toward my locker. Everyone watched me as [ walked

by, slowly, trying to read the sender’s card without running into a wall (or, worse, a senior).
“Happy Birthday Elesha. Love, Peter.”

My stomach sank. Peter was a super-shy guy who’d had a crush on me for months. [ had returned
his interest for a little while, but then his puppy-dog persistence started to really annoy me. He wasn’t
a bad guy or anything, but he was the last person [ wanted to get flowers from, especially with the word

“love” on the card!

Knowing the flowers was from Peter made me want to get rid of them as soon as possible. I was afraid
he might see me carrying them, and then he’d say something, and then I’d have to say something. And

I had no idea what I was going to say.

The truth is, I felt really bad about Peter-—or more specifically, about how I had been treating him.
When he hadn’t picked up on my subtle hints that we had no future as a couple, I couldn’t bring myself
to give him the official “just friends” talk. Instead, I ignored him and hoped he’d go away. That didn’t
work, so I tried even harder to chase him off. I acted like I was too cool to talk to him. I made fun of him.

And even though he still smiled when he saw me at school, his eyes showed how much [ was hurting him.

When I got down the hall, I tried to stuff the flowers—and the whole situation—into my locker. But
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somehow, all my friends knew about my birthday present. Before, after and during every class, someone

was asking me what I planned to do.

While I couldn’t avoid my friends’ questions, I did manage to avoid Peter until fifth-period

chemistry class. I waited outside the door until the bell rang, then I ducked my head and ran to my seat.

Peter was just one of several guys I knew in chemistry class. When I walked in, all of the guys except
Peter were leaned in together, laughing. Peter had his head down on his desk. One of my friends saw me,

and the laughing stopped.

Any place on the planet would have been more comfortable than that class. I acted like I didn’t know
anyone in the room. What am I going to do? 1 agonized. And why in the world is everyone laughing at

me?

I run out of class as soon as it was over; the sounds of laughter following me down the hall. I went
straight to my desk in the foreign language room and waited for my French class to start.

Hunched over my desk, letting my hair fall over my face to shut out the world, I went over the day
in my mind. I hadn’t told anyone about the flowers, but everyone and their brother seemed to know about

them. And they were all laughing at me, except for Leah, who was always too quiet.

When the bell rang to start class, it was literally like a bell going off in my head. The day only made
sense if Peter didn’t send those flowers at all. Then it hit me: The whole thing must have been a big

practical joke. My “friends” had watched me suffer all day, and nobody told me the truth.

I didn’t even care that class had started. I got up from my desk and ran out of the room. By the time
I hit the hallway I was crying, hard, from rage and humiliation. I spent the whole hour locked in a

bathroom stall.

I refused to look at, speak to, or in any way acknowledge my “friends” for the rest of the day. They
had betrayed me, and as far as I was concerned, that was it. If I had to be a loner for the rest of my high

school years, it was better than spending time with them.

When the end of the day rolled around, I had to go to my locker one last time to get my coat. Three
or four of my girl friends, the ones I usually rode home with, were waiting for me. Leah was one of them.

They stood in silence as I spun my combination and banged open the door.

1 grabbed the wilted (}}Z517) flowers and took a step back. “There!” I screamed, throwing them

down the hall. “There’s your joke! I hate you all, and I’m never speaking to you again!”

When I got home from school, I went straight to my room and locked the door. I knew if mom saw
my red eyes and cheeks I’d have to tell her the story, and I really didn’t want to relive it. When she called

me for dinner, I said I wasn’t feeling well but maybe I'd eat later.

Lying on my bed in the half-dark of evening gave me enough time to think. And for the first time

since the whole thing with Peter started, I considered his feelings. From the way he looked in chemistry
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class, I could tell he wasn’t in on the joke, though he obviously knew about it. I bet he was even more

embarrassed than [ was.

At about 8:00, the doorbell rang, and I heard my mom’s footsteps coming down the hall.
“Elesha? Leah’s here, and she’d like to talk to you.”

“I’m not talking to her.”

“She really wants to see you. Could you please come out?”

Sensing it was useless to keep refusing, [ opened my door and shuffled down the hall. Leah was
standing just inside the front door, wet from the cold rain falling outside and crying softly. I leaned against

the wall in front of her, with my arms crossed and my head down.

“I wasn’t in on the flowers,” she said. “I wanted to tell you, but the guys who bought them made
me promise not to. I was so scared this afternoon. I thought you’d really never talk to me again. [ don’t

want to lose you as a friend.”

Her words trailed off into sobs. She really was scared. But she had the guts to come over and talk
to me about how she felt. Mad as [ was, [ had to respect that. Besides, we’d been good friends for a long

time. I knew it would be stupid to let one practical joke end our relationship.

So I forgave her. And I decided to have a talk with Peter. I hoped he’d forgive me, too.

() 1. Receiving the sweet flowers with “love” on the card, I realized immediately that it was sent by
Peter, a super-shy boy in my class.

() 2. Peter was not a bad boy or anything, and it was his puppy-dog that started to really annoy me;
from my heart I wanted to get flowers from him on my birthday.

( ) 3. When Peter didn’t understand my indication that we couldn’t get married in the future, I ignored
him and hoped he’d give up.

() 4. At lunch, my seven friends didn’t notice or didn’t care that I was too upset to eat anything
because of the flowers.

() 5. 1Ifelttoo bad in French class because I saw Peter was so nervous for what he had done.

() 6. The rain didn’t prevent Leah from coming to my room to tell me the truth and her feelings
because she didn’t want to lose one friend.

() 7. Friendship, in Elesha’s eye, is forgiveness for other’s jokes or mistakes.

8. I threw those flowers down the hall at the end of the class because

9. On my bed I thought of Peter’s feelings in chemistry class. I forgave him because I knew that

10. My 15th birthday would be very happy if
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Text B

Gardening with Children
Words: 1,006 Reading Time: 9 minutes

PERSONALIZING A CHILD’S GARDEN

Ask a child to describe the perfect garden and you are likely to get a very different answer from the
one you would give yourself. Would you include a place to hide? To play in the mud? That’s why, if you

have the room, it makes sense to give a child his or her own garden space.

Linda Mazar, gardener, teacher, and creator of two web sites, Linda’s Garden and Kid’s Garden,
provided one for her son and let him make the space very much his own. Here’s how to do the same for

your child:
Locate the garden close to the swing set and sandbox.
Put up a little white fence and let the child paint a sign that identifies the owner of the garden.

Mix up some “quick concrete” —instant concrete—and form it into stepping stones where your

child can make hand and foot prints. Then place the stepping stones around the garden.

Create a hiding space—a tent formed out of scarlet runner (41 f£3£ &) beans tied to and growing

up a trellis (4% F) made out of branches. This is a perfect place to explore bugs and other critters.
Create a scarecrow (F§# A) using the child’s old clothes.

Let your child put a pink flamingo (:k2!%) in the garden or whatever else appeals to his or her

imagination.

FAMILY GARDENING

The key to gardening with kids, says Patti Kraemer-Doell, family garden coordinator at the New
York Botanical Gardens, is “letting them experience it themselves. We have tried to guide them, but not
tell them to put the sunflowers here and the tomatoes there. The emphasis is on developing their

imagination and their appreciation for being out in the garden.”

Guidance comes in the form of a string grid that is stretched across a planting bed, which divides
it into one-foot squares. Kids get advice about how many seeds or seedlings to put in each square and
how deep to plant them. Volunteers show kids pictures of how the full-grown plants will look, so they

understand how much room each plant needs.

Theme gardens have been a big hit in the program, and are easy to do in a home garden. Try a
barnyard garden, suggests Kraemer-Doell, using plants whose names have associations with barnyard
animals—Ilambs ears, hens and chicks, for example. Let kids grow a salsa garden, with all sorts of

tomatoes, hot peppers, onions, and cilantro. A pizza garden can have basil, oregano, and tomatoes. In a
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