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The Cambridge Companions to Philosophy provide comprehensive,up to date,

yet accessible critical analysis of major Western philosophers.Each volume con-
tains specially commissioned essays,by an international team of scholars,which
focus on central topics and texts from the work of a given philosopher,together
with a substantial bibliography.

One aim of the series is to dispel the intimidation such readers often feel when
faced with the work of a difficult and challenging thinker. New readers and non-
specialists will find these volumes the most convenient and authoritative guides
currently available,while advanced students and specialists will find in each vol-
ume a conspectus of recent developments in critical interpretation.
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This is the third in a series of companions to major philoso-
phers that Cambridge will be issuing in the next few years.
Each volume will contain specially commissioned essays by
an international team of scholars, together with a substan-
tial bibliography and will serve as a reference work for stu-
dents and nonspecialists. One aim of the series is to dispel
the intimidation such readers often feel when faced with the
work of a difficult and challenging thinker.

The fundamental task of philosophy since the seven-
teenth century has been to determine whether the essential
principles of both knowledge and action can be discovered
by human beings unaided by an external agency. No one
philosopher has contributed more to this enterprise than
has Immanuel Kant, whose Critique of Pure Reason (1781)
shook the very foundations of the intellectual world. Kant
argued that the basic principles of natural science are im-
posed on reality by human sensibility and understanding,
and hence human beings can also impose their own free
and rational agency on the world.

This volume is the only available systematic and compre-
hensive account of the full range of Kant’s writings and the
first major overview of his work to be published in more
than a dozen years. An internationally recognized team of
Kant scholars explore Kant’s conceptual revolution in episte-
mology, metaphysics, philosophy of science, moral and po-
litical philosophy, aesthetics, and the philosophy of religion.
The volume also traces the historical origins and conse-
quences of Kant’s work.

New readers and nonspecialists will find this the most
convenient, accessible guide to Kant currently in print. Ad-
vanced students and specialists will find a conspectus of
recent developments in the interpretation of Kant.
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METHOD OF CITATION

Citations to Kant’s texts are generally given parenthetically, although some
additional references are included in the notes to the essays. Two forms of
citation are employed. Citations to the Critique of Pure Reason are located
in the customary manner by reference to the pagination of Kant’s first (“A”)
and second (“B”} editions. Where both A and B page numbers are provided,
the passage cited is included in both editions; otherwise the passage occurs
only in the one edition cited. In most instances, reference to the title of the
Critique of Pure Reason is omitted. All other passages are located by vol-
ume and page number, given in arabic numerals separated by a colon, in the
standard critical edition of Kant’s works, Kant’s gesammelte Schriften, ed-
ited by the Koniglichen Preuflischen (later Deutschen) Akademie der Wis-
senschaften {Berlin: Georg Reimer [later Walter de Gruyter|, 1900~ }; in
addition, if Kant divided the work in question into numbered sections, his
section number precedes the volume and page of the Akademie edition.
These references are preceded by a short title for the work in question
unless the context obviates the need for that. Several authors have followed
the Akademie edition citation with a citation of an English translation of
the work, although, because most modern English translations include the
Akademie edition pagination, it is not always necessary to do so. Each essay
provides information about the translations used in that essay.

The following lists, in alphabetical order, the short titles of Kant’'s works
{with date of original publication in parentheses) which are employed
throughout the volume. Note 8 to Chapter 8 includes a list of additional
abbreviations for Kant’s lectures on metaphysics, which are cited only in
that chapter.

Conflict Conflict of the Faculties {1798)

Dissertation Dissertation on the Forms and Principles of the
Sensible and Intelligible Worlds (1770)

Dreams Dreams of a Spirit-Seer {1766)
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Enlightenment
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Living Forces
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Only Possible
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Prolegomena

Pure Reason
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Regions

Xi
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PAUL GUYER

Introduction: The starry heavens
and the moral law

In what may be his single most famous passage, the first sentence of
which was even inscribed on his tombstone, Immanuel Kant con-
cluded his Critique of Practical Reason {1788) thus:

Two things fill the mind with ever new and increasing admiration and awe,
the more often and steadily we reflect upon them: the starry heavens above
me and the moral law within me. I do not seek or conjecture either of them
as if they were veiled obscurities or extravagances beyond the horizon of my
vision; I see them before me and connect them immediately with the con-
sciousness of my existence. The first starts at the place that I occupy in the
external world of the senses, and extends the connection in which I stand
into the limitless magnitude of worlds upon worlds, systems upon systems,
as well as into the boundless times of their periodic motion, their beginning
and continuation. The second begins with my invisible self, my personality,
and displays to me a world that has true infinity, but which can only be
detected through the understanding, and with which . .. I know myself to
be in not, as in the first case, merely contingent, but universal and necessary
connection. The first perspective of a countless multitude of worlds as it
were annihilates my importance as an animal creature, which must give
the matter out of which it has grown back to the planet (a mere speck in the
cosmos) after it has been (one knows not how) furnished with life-force for a
short time. The second, on the contrary, infinitely elevates my worth, as an
intelligence, through my personality, in which the moral law reveals to me a
life independent of animality and even of the entire world of the senses, at
least so far as may be judged from the purposive determination of my exis-
tence through this law, which is not limited to the conditions and bound-
aries of this life but reaches into the infiiite.  (Practical Reason, §5:161—2)

Like many philosophers from the time of René Descartes and
Thomas Hobbes onward, Kant tried to explain both the possibility of
the new scientific knowledge, which had culminated in the mathe-
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