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Chapter One

CHAPTER ONE
Arriving in West Egg

[ still don't know why, but it is hard for people
from the Midwest to live in the big cities of the East.
Perhaps the Midwest is too much in our blood. I left
the East and came back to my hometown last fall, after
only six months in New York I was tired of it. 1
returned to this Midwestern city where [ was a child.
My family name is Carraway and my name is Nick.
The Carraway family has been living in the Midwest for
more than seventy years. My grandfather’s brother was
the first one to come to the Midwest. He came in 1851
and opened the business that my father still does today.

I graduated from university in 1915. I attended
New Haven University, the same university that my
father attended twenty-five years before. After
university [ went over to Europe to fight in the Great
War. 1 feel in love with Europe and felt a great energy
inside me when I was there. When I came back to the
Midwest it felt too small. Instead of feeling that the
Midwest was the warm center of the world, the Middle
West now seemed like its far edge. So I decided to go to
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B The Great Gatsby

New York City, the most modern city of the East, and
study the business of buying and selling bonds. Many of
my friends from university were working selling bonds;
I decided that I would follow them and do the same.
My father said that he would give me money to live in
New York for one year and in the spring of 1922 1
moved there — [ believed that I would stay there
forever.

At first I had wanted to find a room inside New
York City, but then I felt that I would miss the green
trees and open yards, so when a young man at the
office suggested that we rent a house together outside of
the city, it sounded like a good idea. We found a small
house to rent for only eighty dollars a month.
However, just after we rented the house our office
ordered him to go to work in Washington, and I went
rented the house alone. I had an old car; it was a
Dodge. 1 also hired a European woman from my new
village to come to make my bed and cook my breakfast.
I felt lonely the first few days until one morning some
man, who had just arived in the village, stopped me
while I was walking down the road.

“How do I get to West Egg village?” he asked,
very tired.



Chapter One

[ told him. And I was happy to learn that [ was
not the newest person in town now; I was now a guide.
As | walked home the sun was shining and the trees
were full of thick, green leaves, I felt that my life was
starting again with the summer.

[ read a lot during that summer. I bought a lot of
books about banking and money affairs. All the books
sat on my bookshelf looking very important. They
promised to tell me the secrets of becoming rich. [
planned to read so many books. When I was in
university | was very interested in literature, and now [
planned to fill my days with great literature and other
happy activities.

The house that | had rented was in one of the
strangest places in the United States. It was on Long
[sland, New York State. The island was more than
sixty miles long and just east of New York City.
Between Long Island and the city was a narrow part of
the Atlantic Ocean called Long Island Sound. On the
ocean coast, twenty miles from New York City, there
are two strange pieces of land, both of which look a lot
like eggs. They are called West Egg and Fast Egg and a
small bay flows between them. But although they are
the same in shape and size they are also quite different
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in many ways.

[ lived in West Egg, the cheaper, and certainly
less nice, of the two eggs. My little house was near the
sea, between two very huge houses. The one on my
right side was very large and was a copy of some famous
house in France. It had a swimming pool and a huge
garden that would take an hour to walk around. I knew
that a rich gentleman named Mr. Gatsby lived there.
My house was small and ugly and looked very silly next
to Gatsby’s huge palace, but 1 could see the water from
my house and I was happy.

It was nice to live so close to such rich people. I
wanted to know their stories and their secrets. [
thought that I might be one of them some day. And
this feeling grew as I looked across the water at the
expensive white houses of East Egg. They looked
almost like palaces standing high above the water.

The story of my summer really begins on the day I
drove over to East Egg to have dinner with Tom and
Daisy Buchanan. Daisy was my cousin, but not a close
one. Tom attended the same university that I did A
few years after they got married I had spent two days
with them in Chicago. Still, I didn’t feel close to them.

In university Tom had been one of the strongest
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Chapter One

football players. He seemed to love the game and all of
the people that watched him play.

Tom’s family was extremely rich. After they left
Chicago, they lived for a few years in France for no real
reason. They then traveled to many places to live. Tom
and Daisy both had horses and they would go anywhere
that people rode horses and were rich together. I don’t
know why they came to the East. Daisy told me that
they planned to stay in New York for a long time, but I
didn’t believe her. Tom would always want to move
again and again, it was likely he was looking for the
excitement of one‘of his past football games.

It was hard to understand that Tom, a man my
same age, was rich enough to move around the world,
buying houses and riding horses.

One warm night I went over to East Egg to see
Tom and Daisy. I felt that I hardly knew them. Their
house was even larger than I could see from West Egg.
It was a large house from the nineteenth-century. It
was near the water and their garden began at the beach
and came all the way up to the front door. The front of
the house was full of tall windows; all the windows
were open now to let the warm summer winds come in.

Tom Buchanan was standing at the front door
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