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Ycllow Fever®

[1] Hopes for a victory over the disease® of yellow fever were raised still further when one
of a team of Rockefeller® doctors, studying yellow fever in Ghana, scored a major victory in
the summer of 1927. Visiting a village where there was an outbreak, the doctor took blood
from a good-looking young African, Asibi by name® , who had a mild touch of fever. The
doctor now injected some of his blood into four animals including one monkey that had just
arrived from India. Only the monkey went down with yellow fever® . For the first time the
virus of the disease had been passed into an animal other than man. Having animals that
could be given the disease opened the way to new lines of experiments.

[2] The Asibi virus was kept going from monkey to monkey. In this way they gradually
developed a virus whose power to make people ill had been greatly lowered. But still it had
enough strength to develop resistance in human beings. So from the blood of a West African
a vaccine was finally developed that now protects millions of people from yellow fever.

[3] Such, then, was the point reached in 1932. Yellow fever appeared to be on the way
out, at least in the Americas® . Then there occurred an outbreak in a country district in
Brazil. This was strange, since yellow fever had always been believed to be a disease of the
city, one that people caught by being bitten in their own homes by the city type of
mosquitoes, bred within a hundred yards of their houses. Something much more surprising,
however, was in store for the members of the Brazilian Yellow Fever Service?, when they
reached the area. There was yellow fever in the district, without doubt. The Service found it
was present by all the standard tests. But there were no city-type mosquitoes, not one.

(4] One moming a doctor went into the jungle with some woodcutters. He wanted to

collect mosquitoes, but they weren't biting. The doctor was just ready to leave, when one of | 1
—
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the men shouted that a tree was about to fall. He stood back and watched the great mass
come down. Sunlight streamed through the hole made in the roof of the jungle and from the
upper branches of the fallen tree rose a cloud of biue mosquitoes® which circled around the
men.

[5] So it was leamed that these blue mosquitoes, relatively rare on the floor of the jungle,
exist in great numbers in the treetops. There too, the monkeys live. This discovery
completed a chain of facts about the way jungle yellow fever is caught and spread. It is
mainly a disease of monkeys in the jungle treetops. They are infected by the bites of several
kinds of mosquitoes, blue mosquitoes being one of the most common attackers. The pattemn
is carried on from monkey to mosquito and back to monkey. But men going into the jungle
may also get the disease, particularly if their work disturbs the roof of the jungle. If the man
bitten by an infected mosquito then retums to a city where there are mosquitoes of the city
type, he may start again the pattem of man to mosquito to man. (about 550 words)

Exercises

1. Tick off the best choice according to the information given in this passage.
1. A further advance in the fight against yellow fever was made when it was discovered
that the disease could be passed from

A. man to mosquito B. animal to man
C. animal to mosquito D. man to animal
2. The vaccine for yellow fever that is used today is developed from the original sample
of blood from .
A. experimental monkeys B. American doctors
C. a West African D. infected mosquitoes
3. Up to 1932, yellow fever had been mainly a disease of .
A. the city B. the country C. the jungle D. inland places
4. In the jungle the doctor found .
A. the city type of mosquitoes B. blue mosquitoes
C. all types of mosquitoes D. very few mosquitoes
5. Jungle yellow fever can only exist where there are
A. any type of mosquitoes B. blue mosquitoes
C. monkeys D. animals and mosquitoes

6. Men going into the jungle are especially likely to get yellow fever if their work
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A. is near water ‘ B. disturbs the roof of the jungle 2

C. involves handling wood D. keeps them there after dark =

7. The doctors in this story were interested in discovering 5

A. the pattern of the disease B. the signs of yellow fever i

C. the kind of people who get the disease D. how monkeys stay healthy g
8. An interesting finding in this story is that
A only one type of mosquitoes carries yellow fever
B. at least two types of mosquitoes carry yellow fever
C. any mosquitoes can carry the disease
D.monkeys are necessary in keeping yellow fever going
9. An important thought you might get from reading this story is that doctors studying a
disease must
A. be ready for unexpected things B. always go into the jungles
C. work mostly with animals D. be interested only in humans
10. The use of monkeys in the virus experiments was
A. bad B. very fortunate
C. a pure accident D. not necessary
II. In the paragraph, find the word that best fits the meaning below. Write the word.
1. achieved(1)
2. part or area(3)
3. flew freely(4)
4. swarm(4)
. Fill in the blank with a suitable word of its correct form.
1. victor, victory, victorious
A. The army won its first .
B. The ____ team had a celebration.
C. The ___ vion by a score of seven to two.
2. resist, resistant, resistance, resistor
A. Some insects have become ___ to DDT.
B. The enemy’s _ was completely destroyed.
C. This instrument needs a
D. That nation was unable to _ the invasion.

3. protect, protector, protection, protective 3

A
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A. This is a chest .

B. They have invented a device on the machine.
C. This child needs
D. It’s my duty to my sister.

4. infect, infection, infectious
A. Cholera is an ___ disease.
B. The disease is usually spread by .
C. The wound was __ with genms.
V. Cloze test.

The food we eat seems to have profound effects on our health. Although science has
1 _enormous steps in __2 _ food more fit to eat, it has, at the 3 time, made many
foods _ 4 1o eat. Some research has shown that perhaps eighty 5 of all human illnesses
are related __ 6 _ diet and forty percent cancer is related to the __7 as well, especially
8 _of the colon. Different cultures are more prone __ 9 contract certain illness because of
the food __ 10 _is characteristic in these cultures. That food is __11__to illness is not a new
discovery. In 1945, government researchers 12 that nitrates and nitrites, commonly used
to preserve color in meats, and other food additives, 13 cancer. Yet, these carcinogenic
additives __I4 _in our food, and it becomes more difficult __15 the time to know which
things _ 16 the packaging labels of processed food are helpful 17  hammful. The
additives which we eat are not __ 18 so direct. Farmers often give penicillin 19 beef
and poultry, and because of this, penicillin has been found in the milk of treated 20 .
Sometimes similar __21 _are administered to animals not _ 22 _medicinal purposes, but for
financial reasons. The farmers are simply trying to fatten the animals in __23 _to obtain a
higher price __ 24 _the market. Although the Food and Drug Administration ( FDA) has
tried repeatedly to control these procedures, the practices continue.,

V. Fast reading.

During the Revolutionary War the Hudson River and its valley was of special interest to
the British. Not only was it a direct route to and from Canada and a base for military
operations, but it served as a means of dividing the colonies. This was a prime objective of
the British army. And at the mouth of the Hudson lay New York City, a large island
containing farms for supplies and ample lands for troop encampments. Of great importance to
the British navy, it was also surrounded by navigable waters. By 1776, the British had
already suffered defeat at Boston and were forced to leave the city. General Sir William Howe

took his troops first to Nova Scotia, and then to New York. By July Howe had 32 000
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professiénal soldiers on Staten Island, including, for the first time, German mercenaries, and
many ships of various sizes and types in the lower harbor.

More than anyone else, Washington knew the value of the Hudson River. He also knew
the condition of his own ammy—troops that were untrained, undisciplined, and, at best, only

willing to serve out their short-tenm enlistments. Weighing these problems against the fresh,

19494 Mo[PX | HOVSSVd

welktrained British army suggested what was to come in battle. At all costs, however,
Washington had to keep the Hudson River free of British warships.

In August, Howe began ferrying his troops across the Narrows to Long Island. He
landed at what is now Dyker Beach Park. The landing was unopposed. The Americans were
manning crude forts with a battery at what is now Prospect Park. Just behind this vulnerable
position was the East River.

The British attack came shortly before midnight. Two columns fought the Americans at
their front batteries. A third column moved around to the right to encircle Washington’s
troops. Qutnumbered, the Americans retreated to the forts before the trap could be finished.
Faced with having to make a frontal assault, Howe waited. A storm came up that kept
British ships from using the East River, giving Washington his chance to escape. All through
the night small boats carried Washington’s men across the river to Manhattan. The Americans
were defeated and Washington himself just missed being captured. The British had won the
first phase of the battle for Manhattan.

By the time Howe landed in Manhattan two weeks later, Washington had decided to
give up the island. (400 words)

1. What place held a special military attraction for the British?
A. Nova Scotia. B. Washington, D.C.
C. The Hudson River. D. Boston.
2.The prime objective of British military strategy was to conquer by .
A. deceit B. division C. diplomacy D. economy
3.Forces which helped the British were .
A. French *B. German C. Canadian D. Russian
4. The main British attack came shortly before .
A. midnight B. noon C. dawn D. dark
5. The American forces were .
A. outnumbered B. superior C. frightened D. timid
6. Washington's troops were . :
A. well trained and eager to win the war B. poorly equipped but well disciplined 5
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C. superior but timid D. unruly and poorly trained

7. The results of the British-American encounter were

A. easy to predict B. difficult to assess

C. impossible to forecast D. difficult to guess
8. What prevented the British ships from using the East River?
A. Bad weather suddenly developed. B. Bombers dropped bombs.
C. American troops blockaded the river. D. Reinforcements arrived just in time.

9. From this selection, the reader can conclude that
A. George Washington was a leader with great foresight
B. British forces were well-trained and well-led
C. Canada played an important role in the Revolutionary War
D. British soldiers were short of weapons
10. The author develops this selection through the use of .
A. intelligent personal opinions B. factual description
C. controversial arguments D. irony
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(1] Snail fever® or bilharzia is as old as history. Signs of it have been found in the bodies
of men from many past centuries. But only within recent years has man leamed its cause.
Ways of euring it are still imperfect. And, far from being under control, the disease already
threatens 150 ~ 200 million persons and is steadily spreading. Snail fever is a disease of
childhood that remains through old age, not often killing by itself but weakening the people
who catch it and making it easy for them to get other illnesses® . In its early stages it is
marked by fever, too much loose body waste, stomach pain, and later by the destruction of
the intestines and hardening of the liver® .

(2] This old and ugly disease is caused by small flat worms that live in the human body,
feeding on blood. Their presence was first discovered in 1851 by Theodor Bilharz, who found
the full-grown worms in the human body. The adult females, which measure three-eighths to
five-eighths of an inch long, lay their eggs in the blood of the stomach and intestines. Some
of these eggs leave the blood to go to the liver and walls of the intestines where a hard
outside coat forms around the eggs®. The collection of these eggs over a period of time
causes the intestines to weaken. The victim passes blood and later the liver hardens.

[3] All this, and more, the scientists leamed. They found that the worms lay eggs within
the blood-stream and that the seriousness of the disease depends on the number of eggs.
They learned, too, that the eggs do not develop within the body. But it took some sixty years
of study before the scientists found out how the worms pass from person to person® .

[4] Eggs are given off with the body waste. When the eggs get into water they break,
freeing an undeveloped worm which will swim for about sixteen hours and then die. The
scientists thought that there must be some animal in which the water-bom undeveloped worm
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