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FOREWORD

Much has changed in bankruptcy law in the years since the earlier Am Jur
2d article on Bankruptcy was published at the time the Bankruptcy Reform Act
of 1978 replaced the Bankruptcy Act of 1898. In 1982, the United States
Supreme Court held the broad grant of jurisdiction provided to bankruptcy
judges by the Reform Act to violate Article III of the Constitution. The
Bankruptcy Amendments and Federal Judgeship Act of 1984 which responded
to this ruling by creating a revised jurisdictional structure also made a number
of changes in substantive bankruptcy law. New Bankruptcy Rules took effect
on August 1, 1983, superseding the Bankruptcy Rules promulgated for prac-
tice under the 1898 Act. Additional changes in bankruptcy law resulted from
various other legislation, including the Bankruptcy Judges, United States
Trustees, and Family Farmer Act of 1986 which provided, among other things,
for the creation of a permanent and nationwide United States trustee program
and a new Bankruptcy Code Chapter 12 dealing with the adjustment of debts
of family farmers. The new article on Bankruptcy addresses not only such
statutory and rules changes but examines in detail the construction and
application of bankruptcy law by the courts. Further amendments to go into
effect August 1991 are also noted.

The Bankruptcy article has been enhanced by the inclusion of Observations,
Cautions, Practice guides, Checklists, Illustrations, and the like which show
practical applications and effects of legal principles.

A Table of Statutes and Rules Cited, a Table of Parallel References, and
an Index covering all of the above topics will be found in Volumes 9, 9A, 9B.
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