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Unit One

At the Supermarket

g The supermarket saves both money and time. The things are within hand's reach
on the shelves in different aisles for your convenience. The checkout system makes
far fewer mistakes than the cashier does in the traditional way. Sometimes there

are sales to attract more customers. That's probably why people in big cities nowadays

often shop at the supermarket.

?@@? @mg Identifying Prices

1. The following is a price list of goods in stock in the department of haberdashery
(BFARMASR). Listen to the tape and repeat the sentences. Then fill in the blanks
with the prices you hear.

Tapescript i
1 Drice I_isf {or Hn[)epdoskepq I.

In the Clothes Department, you will find

|

| the following items and their prices. Clothes :
I i
| Jersey (iF#2) is $54 each. $54 i

1.
! T-shirts are at $38.50 each. 2. $38.50 {
‘ A double-breasted suit costs $540. 3. $540 :
Shorts are sold at $50 each. 4. $50 /
5

Pants (trousers) are $140.90 each pair. . $140.90 '
In the Shoe Department. Shoes
Sneakers are $156.20 a pair. 6. $156.20

Fssential Collage Fnglich 1
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Sandals are at $17.70 a pair, 7. $17.70

And a pair of loafers costs $31.13. 8. $31.13
Tie

You can buy a bow tie for $9.50 9. $9.50

while a tiepin costs $.4.04. 10. $4.04

Il. You will hear 8 short dialogues. Listen carefully and fill in the blanks with the
prices you hear.
I. — How much are these sheepskin boots?

— They are $22.

2. — How much does this book-binding machine cost?
— $38.
3. — How much is the coat on the second shelf?
— It is $50.
4. — How much does it cost for that red hairpin?
~— 36.95.
5. — What a nice portable computer!
— Yes. It’s on sale today.
— How much is it?
— $989.99.
6. — Miss, I’m looking for a cardigan under 80 dollars.
— Here is one. Try it on.
— How much is this cardigan I'm wearing?
— $49.50.
7. —Can1 help you?
— Yes. I want to buy a pair of stockings for my daughter.
— Here is a pair of nice woolen ones for only $7.40.
— Yes, it’s nice. I think I’lI take it.
8. — May I help you, madam?
— Yes. I like this blue handbag. How much is it?
— $25.
— That’s a bargain. I'll take it.



= 1

AT POY() A Birthday Present

You will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question
will be asked about what was said. Listen carefully and choose the correct
answer to each question.

1.

W:
M:

Q:

R X = REX Q=X

P X =

What’s the price of the handbag? A)
Itis $3.00.

How much will the woman pay for the handbag?

A. $3.00. B. $2.00. C. $6.00. D. $7.00.

This silk dress cost me $100. 1))

It’s quite expensive.
How much did the man pay for the dress?
A. $50.00. B. $100.00. C. $10.00. D. $200.00.

How much are these pencils, please? (B)
Two for 15 cents.
How much will the man pay if he buys four pencils?

A. 15 cents. B. 30 cents. C. 4 cents. D. 9 cents.

How much are these eggs, please? (A)
$0.50 each.

How much does one egg cost?

A. $0.50. B. $1.00. C. $0.40. D. $1.50.
Ticket is $1.50. A

Ok. Id like two tickets, please.
How much will the woman pay for her tickets?
A. $3.00. B. $4.00. C. $5.00. D. $7.00.

The flat looks nice. How much is the rent? ©)

[ssential Coliege English
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W: 40 pounds a week.
Q: How much will the man pay if he rents it for two weeks?
A. £40.00. B. £60.00. C. £80.00. D. £14.00.

Could you lend me 8 dollars, Ted? ©)
Oh, I'm sorry. I only have 5 dollars.

R EE

How much does the woman want to borrow?
A. $5.00. B. $3.00. C. $8.00. D. $13.00.

How much are these exercise books? 3)
Fifty cents each or three for one dollar and twenty.

QR EEX

How much does one exercise book cost if you buy three?
A. $1.00. B.$1.20. C. 50 cents. D. 40 cents.

This dictionary costs 30 dollars, but I only have 20 dollars. 1))
I have 20 dollars. Would you like to borrow some?

R EX

How much money do they have altogether?
A. $30.00. B. $40.00. C. $50.00. D. $60.00.

10.M:  I'd like to book two seats for “Horse in Moon” at £ 2.50. 4)
W:  Yes, of course, sir.

Q: How much does the man have to pay?
A. £4.00. B. £5.00. C. £6.00. D. £7.00.

Il. Study the following words, phrases and sentence structures before listening.

design w it price tag WA HR A
necklace T 4% gold-plating EAHW
bracelet F 4 nail clippers ]

karat | F (BLHERN)

lll. Listen to the dialogue and match each object with its correct price tag.



Tapescript

Shop Assistant:
Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:
Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant;

Mrs. Andrews:

Shop Assistant:

Mrs. Andrews:

Can [ help you, Madam? !5
Yes, I need something for my daughter. Tomorrow is her birthday, |
so I want something special.
Well, how much do you want to spend?
Oh, money doesn’t matter. !
Oh? Well, how about this nice necklace? :
That’s a good idea. Mm..., how much is it? |
It’s $1,400.

Oh, no, no. It’s not quite the right design for my daughter.

Well, here’s a beautiful bracelet. It’s only $688 and it is 24 karat
gold.

Hmro. I don’t like it. It’s too heavy.

I see. How about this gold-plating watch? It’s only $247.

No, I don’t think she would like that watch. It's too big.

Ah, how about a hat?

How much does your cheapest hat cost?

Let me see. Here is a red hat for $25.

But I don’tlike its shape. I believe my daughter could never wear
a hat like that! Ah ha! How about the nail clippers over there?
The nail clippers? But I thought you want... i
Oh, it’s very nice. How much is it? i.
It’s $8.40. |
It’s great! T'like it very much. She’ll love it, too.

$688

léold-plating watcﬂ

nail clippers

Essential College English 5
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IV. Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the following blanks with the right name

of each item below.

1. The gold-plating watch is too big.

The necklace is not quite the right-design.
The bracelet is much too heavy.

The red hat is not the right shape.
The nail clipper is great.

vos W

Answer the following question according to the dialogue.
Question: What is the real reason that Mrs. Andrews doesn’t buy the things
except the nail clippers?

Possible Answer: She is probably not wealthy enough and all the things the shop
assistant recommended are far too expensive for her.

@ @W ﬂ)w Qg@ The Computer Checkout System in

the Supermarket

Study the following words and phrases before listening.

grocery Z % mnotime Rk
complain 1 bring down &4

container B2 Shopkeeper £ H# R

A R B S L g R

. Listen to the tape carefully and choose correct answers in the following charts.

Tapescript e

These days in many American supermarkets, paying a bill is not a problem !
yet. It only takes the shoppers 20 seconds to check up the bills. A computer system |
can “read” a small stamp of black and white lines on each item of goods such as a

tin or a bottle. These little lines give the computer all the information it needs, such



as the kind of products, the price, and the tax. The girl at the checkout counter
simply moves the groceries along in front of the eye of the machine and the bill is
ready in no time.

Most people are very pleased with this computer checkout system because it
offers a quick service and saves a lot of time. It doesn’t make mistakes as people
often do. Some shoppers, however, are complaining of this new invention. They
say that they can’t read the price on a tin, or other containers when they choose the
food. All they can see are the little and black and white lines, which they don’t
understand at all. Moreover, they are not sure whether the machine is an honest
shopkeeper. But everybody in the end will be happy because this system will actually
bring the food price down.

The “*” marked ones are the answers.

1. Paying a bill at the supermarket takes only 2 minutes

20 seconds.*

12 seconds.

2. The littie lines give the computer the information including

prices.*
test results. —l
telephone numbers. '

3. The groceries are moved along quickly in front of the eye of the

shop-girl.
guard.
machine.

Listen to the passage again and complete the following blanks.

Cusfomers LiLe ﬂw Machine

Reason 1 It offers a quick service and saves a lot of time.
Reason 2 It reads and calculates the bill quickly.

Fssential Colege English
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Reason 3 It doesn’t make mistakes as people often do.
(:usfomers DiinLe ﬂ)e Mochine

Reason 1  Shoppers can’t read the price on a tin or a bottle.
Reason 2 Shoppers don’t know what the little black and white lines mean.
Reason 3  Shoppers are not sure whether the machine is an honest shopkeeper.

P@@? ?@@g@ What Do You Want to Buy?

I.  Study the following words.

carror HWE b pepper chil)  HH

asparagus e pea BWE
water spinach R0 ¥ ginger E 3
Welsh onion K % pumpkin B

Il. Here is a price list for vegetables in a food store. Work in groups. The first
student gives a possible price in oral for any kind of vegetable and the rest
write it down as quickly as they can. Then the second student goes on in the

same way.
HAWKER'S FOOD STORE
Dpice Lisf fop Veqeful)les
Carrot......cooeerveevivennnnn, $ . Asparagus....................... $
Chinese cabbage.......... $ Water spinach................. $ .
Greens.........c.ocoveunee.., $ . Welsh onion.................... $ .
Eggplant...................... $ . Pumpkin......................... $ .
Red pepper (chili)........ $ . L€117:75 S $ .
Pea...ooovovivii, $ Potato.......c.occcoovveeenn... )



* A Substitution for Teacher’s Reference in Class
Here is a dinner menu for students to practice in class. The first student offers a

possible price in oral and the second writes it down, then the third and the fourth go on

in the same way.

HAWKER" RESTAURANT DINNER MENU

Appetizers
Tomato SOUP....c..cveveeierivreereriere e, $ .
Pea SOup......ccovvevccvecceeeeeeee $_ .
Entrees
Roast ducK.......cccocvveveecineeeecenennn, $_
Chicken with mushrooms.................. $_
Beef steak........ccocovenieninicneiienne $
Broiled lamb chop........ccc.ccvvernnne.e. $_ .
Vegetables
Potato chips...........ccoovevevieeeeeneen, $ .
Peas and carrots...........ccooveeveeereneennn, $_ .
Creamed onions.......c.ccooeevveveennncnnn.. S .
Desserts
AppIEDIC.....oveeeee S
Fruit jelly......ccoormieeireeieeereenn. $_ .
Assorted pastries.............c.eeveirinennnnn $ .
Beverages
LQ00] 1 {1 USRS S .
Champagne...........cooeveeverenvvieeeenen. $_ .
MilK.cooiiieicee e $_
Ta e S .

. Work in pairs and find all the expressions for shopping in the dialogue you
have just heard. Then use them to make a dialogue of your own.
Situation: You want to buy a present (e.g. a turtleneck sweater (£3L#2), a clock, a
pair of stockings with white lace, a pair of blue jeans, etc.) for your sister
! your friend.

Essential College English 9
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Model:
: Can I help you?

: Yes. I’d like to buy a skirt for my niece.

: How about this blue one? It’s very nice.

: How much is it?

$70.

. Oh, it’s quite expensive. Have you got something like this but cheaper?
: Just a moment. What do you think of this one. It’s only $56.

. It’s nice. I'll take it.

W > wr W w e

* Some Useful Expressions for Shopping in Dialogue Making

1. How much does this cost? 2. How much is it?

3. That’s too expensive. 4.1t’s very nice.

5. 1t’s too big for me. 6. It’s poor (good) quality.
7. What do you think of it? 8. How do you like it?
9.1t’s $100. 10. I'll take it.

* A Substitution Drill: A Dinner Set

1. bowl 2. chopsticks
3. fork 4. spoon

5. dish / plate 6. cup

7. sauce (vinegar) cruet 8. toothpick
9. beer mug 10. tea pot

IV. Talk about your first experience in shopping. The following common expressions
can be helpful in the talk.
g0 shopping / do some shopping, be on display, Prices are fixed. / fixed prices, keep
the bill, wrap up / pack, sell at a discount / give a discount, keep something in stock,
be all sold out / out of stock, take stock / stock-taking

Possible Situation: At the Stationery
fountain pen. /;en_cil sﬁarpen.e/‘, rubber eraser, Chinese ink, n.ofepad'. loose-leaf-

/'LOfZéOOA’Z, paloer C[L/J, lmaémaré, efc.

10
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* More Examples: At the Supermarket

Condiment:

soy sauce, /)Lckles, vinegar, ~ pepper. refined cil.  ginger, chili sauce,

powder, starch., /wney, mint, kefcﬁ—u.p, cookin.g wine, efe.

Canned Food:

pork luncheon meat, salmon in fomato sauce, fruit salad, apple J'am.,

/TLLLS/L/'OO/TLS, ice~-cream., efc.

Fruit:

Cherry,  strawberry, hawthorn (LIKE),  pineapple,  mango, chestnut,

peanuf, coconut,  betel-nut (KAL), grape. water melon,  efe.
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bamﬁoo S/LOOéS,

walnut,
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