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About the Firm

Alem & Associates was founded in 1953 as one of the leading
Lebanese practices that grew to feature a wide range of legal ser-
vices offered through its offices and associated offices in Beirut,
Riyadh, Dubai, Doha, Amman, Cairo, and Damascus. With more
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As the first law firm to pioneer the “regional” law-firm model,
Alem & Associates is now the first Lebanese firm to embrace a
corporate model of governance and management. This has been
designed to enhance the firm’s ability to provide comprehensive
services to its clients delivered in a seamless and integrated
manner. Regardless of the geographic location, our clients
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With a strong commitment to excellence, Alem & Associates
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and leading law firms.

Alem & Associates has developed a multidisciplinary practice
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Our team is multicultural and has the experience and ability
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Europe, and U.S.
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tion with our local partner, Sattam Al Tayyar, maximizes our
ability to anticipate and respond to our clients’ business needs in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the surrounding countries.
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Preface

Monarchy is the central institution of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The Basic Law enacted in 1992 declared that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a monarchy ruled by the sons and
grandsons of King Abdul Aziz Al-Saud and that the Holy Qur’an
is the constitution of the country and hence is governed on the
basis of Islamic law (Shari’a).

After the unification of the Saudi judicial system, the Hanbali
school, which is one of the four schools in Islamic law, namely the
Hanbali, the Shafii, the Hanafi, and the Ma’liki schools, has been
the only major source of legal guidance.

In addition to the rules of the Islamic Shari’a, there is a vast
range of statutory laws enacted in criminal, administrative, and
commercial areas and many others which respond to the
Kingdom’s development and progress.

This publication encompasses the major aspects of the Saudi
legal system and gives a general and comprehensive overview of
the Saudi laws relevant to conducting business in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia by local and foreign investors.

It is to be noted, however, that this publication is intended to
be an introduction to the various areas outlined herein and hence
cannot substitute for the legal advice that should be sought from
local counsel in any situation or action the reader may be facing
or considering. Moreover, the laws and implementing regulations
mentioned herein are subject to amendments on a regular basis.

Alem & Associates
Riyadh Office
In association with Attayyar Law Firm

April 2010
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