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THE CARBON FIX

Given the growing urgency to develop global responses to a changing climate, The Carbon
Fix examines the social and equity dimensions of putting the world’s forests—and, neces-
sarily, the rural people who manage and depend on them—at the center of climate policy
efforts such as REDD+, intended to slow global warming. The book assesses the implica-
tions of international policy approaches that focus on forests as carbon and especially, forest
carbon offsets, for rights, justice, and climate governance.

Contributions from leading anthropologists and geographers analyze a growing trend
towards market principles and financialization of nature in environmental governance, plac-
ing it into conceptual, critical, and historical context. The book then challenges percep-
tions of forest carbon initiatives through in-depth, field-based case studies assessing projects,
policies, and procedures at various scales, from informed consent to international carbon
auditing. While providing a mixed assessment of the potential for forest carbon initiatives to
balance carbon with social goals, the authors present compelling evidence for the complexi-
ties of the carbon offset enterprise, fraught with competing interests and interpretations at
multiple scales, and having unanticipated and often deleterious effects on the resources and
rights of the world’s poorest peoples—especially indigenous and rural peoples.

The Carbon Fix provides nuanced insights into political, economic, and ethical issues
associated with climate change policy. Its case approach and fresh perspective are critical to
environmental professionals, development planners, and project managers; and to students in
upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses in environmental anthropology and geog-
raphy, environmental and policy studies, international development, and indigenous studies.

Stephanie Paladino is an environmental anthropologist with the Center for Applied
Social Research, University of Oklahoma, USA. Her research focuses on how environ-
mental governance strengthens equity and sustainability, most recently in the areas of
carbon forestry offset markets, oil spill response, ecologically protected areas, and the
Rio Grande basin.

Shirley J. Fiske is Research Professor at the University of Maryland, USA. She is an
environmental anthropologist with career experience in the executive and legislative
branches of the US government in ocean, climate change, and natural resources manage-
ment policy and governance.
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FOREWORD
The Carbon Offsetting Dilemma

I am writing this foreword a few days before the opening of the 21st meeting
of the Conference of the Parties (COP-21) to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The world’s countries have met
annually for more than 20 years and have yet to agree on a binding global treaty
to reduce the rising greenhouse gas emissions driving anthropogenic climate
change. By the time you read this, however, we will know if this lack of will
and long-term vision has been addressed and if a global mitigation goal has been
set. More importantly, we will know which types of policies, technologies, and
funding mechanisms are likely to be settled on to “walk the talk.”

The role to be played by (trans)national carbon markets in climate change
mitigation, including the well-established European Union Emissions Trading
Scheme and others emerging elsewhere, will probably continue to be a corner-
stone of international and national climate policies; but how much demand for
carbon forestry activities may be generated through these and other emerging
markets—or none at all—remains unclear. The price of carbon offsets, includ-
ing those from forestry activities, has plummeted in the last few years due to an
oversupplied market and uncertainty about future demand, both from regulated
schemes like the Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) and
from voluntary exchange platforms. This falling demand has meant that many
of the early projects are struggling to continue, reminding us about the fragility
of using offsetting activities as a means to support both forest management and
rural development in the land use sector of the global South.

In the last few years, we have also witnessed the development of the
UNFCCC’s framework for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation, and the sustainable management of forests and enhancement of for-
est carbon stocks (REDD+), which has led to the design and implementation of



