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North America

E New York City

New York City® is located at the mouth of the
Hudson River, southeastern New York State, and
northeastern United States. It isn’t the capital of New York
State, but residents of the “Big Apple” compensate ® for
that fact by considering their city the capital of the globe.
There’s good case to be made: New York is the home of the
United Nations and a surprisingly diverse population, as
well as the largest investment market in the world.

Depending on one’s point of view, New York City is
any one of four cities: To social scientists, it is a laboratory
in which to study the challenges of urban life, from horrible
stum © to tycoon © luxury; To tourists it is a city of

@ New York City Ai&77

@  compensate [ kompenseit]| v. ¥M; BiB; HREH
compensate (sb) for sth

@ slum [slam] n. ZERHE

@  tycoon [taikun] n. (AR, HASH) Bk
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jostling © crowds, hom-honking @ traffic jams, dirty
streets, smelly subways — all in dramatic contrast © to
such international symbols as the skyscraper skyline, the
United Nations buildings, Wall Street, the Statue of
Liberty, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Times Square,
and Broadway theatres; To commuters® it is an unbearable
beehive® of world trade and finance, mass media,
business administration, fashion, and various business
activities and manufacture — a place to leave as soon as
possible in the evening for the more calm and peaceful
atmosphere of greener suburbs. But to the residents of this
mild, humid city, New York is in reality a collection of
many neighborhoods scattered among the city’s five
boroughs © — Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens,
and Staten Island (formerly called Richmond) — each
exhibiting its own life-style. To move from one
neighborhood to another in the city’s 787 square kilometers

may be like passing from one country to another.

@®  jostling ['d3ostlin] adj. EEH

@ honk [homk] n. & v. (KEWW) My

® contrast ['kontreest] n. Xfth; BEKEH; AFMRAGA (3
)

@ commuter [komjute] n. AFEEiKE; RAXER L FHH

beehive [ ‘bithaiv] n. WhiHHHEH

® borough [‘bareuln. EEAATHITHEX

©



HRZH2R W

O

7 The Boroughs

Most of New York’s skyscrapers are located on the
island of Manhattan. Cultural landmarks include Carnegie
Hall, Lincoln Center, Madison Square Garden, and the
elegant Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, where visiting presidents

and royalty stay.

Tourists and even most New Yorkers, when they speak
of “the city”, mean Manhattan. The boroughs of Brooklyn,
Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island — each of them a
separate county — remain the subject of jokes among New
Yorkers as well as strangers. Brooklyn continues to be
laughed at with the title of the Thomas Wolfe story Only the
Dead Know Brooklyn . Queens is known as “the borough of
cemeteries ©.” The Bronx is constantly reminded that its
greatest claim to fame may be the funny noise popularized
in the borough’s Yankee Stadium and known as “the Bronx
cheer”. And Staten Island, closer to the big chimneys of
New Jersey than to its political family, is treated as
outlying ® wilderness. Since most residents of these four

boroughs work in Manhattan, the ever-lasting feeling

@ cemetery [‘semitri] n. /A%E; Hih
® outlying [‘autlaiin] adj. HiEH
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remains that Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten
Island are mere “bedrooms” of Manhattan.

O

e Economy

Contrary to the impression created by its soaring ©
buildings, transportation crushes ®, and mass outpourings
from office buildings, the economic life of New York City
rests not on a few vast corporations but on a multitude® of
small businesses and manufacturing establishments. This
diversity in the world’s financial capital gives the city the
flexibility® and strength to withstand recession or dep-
ression with less suffering than Detroit, for instance, with
its dependence on huge automobile plants, or southern
California, supported so heavily by government contracts in
the aerospace and defense industries.

New York also has the one of the most complex
subway systems in the U.S. and some of the world’s largest
airports ( John F Kennedy — JFK, La Guardia, and

Newark ), which provide visitors from the world easy and

soaring [ 'sorin] adj. E&H

crush [keal] n. (ZS#EH) HREEHIHF

multitude [ ‘maltitjied] n. 28 Kt

flexibility [ fleksobiliti] n. RiEHE; ERitE; Wik

® 6 ® 6
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efficient transportation.

O

\/ Education

New York is the only city in the United States with a
large public-university system. The many fine institutions of
higher education throughout the five boroughs include
Columbia University ( 1754 ), New York University
(1831), Pratt Institute (1887), the Manhattan School of
Music (1917) etc. The higher education program has
become increasingly important since the introduction of
“open admission” in 1970, which allows any high school
graduate into either a senior or a community college,
depending on grades® . Before open admission the
standards for entrance into senior colleges were very high.

The private universities offer, in addition to the usual
courses, special areas of study. Columbia University, for
instance, offers Russian studies and has a school of
journalism; Fordham University offers medieval @ studies;
and New York University has courses in art scholarship.
The Juilliard School is world-renowned for music, theatre,

® grade [greid] n. %%%; &3
@ medieval [ imediivl] adj. Hiveg; HHEH (HATT 1100 -
1140 )
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and dance, and the Rockefeller University is famous for

bio-medical science.

7 " Cultural Life

Though many New Yorkers have come to think of the
Fun City label pinned on their city as a bad joke, there
may still be a great deal of truth in the nickname. For those
who seek pleasure in almost any form, New York City is,
as it has been for more than a century, “the place to go”.
Whether it is theatre, music, ballet, painting, or literature
or whether it is baseball, football, basketball, track,
hockey® , boxing, horse racing, soccer, cricket; or
whether it is live, filmed, or printed erotica® — whatever
the taste of man or woman in culture, arts, sports, or sex,
New York City has it in abundance ©. The city is the
nation’s greatest culture center — and a major fleshpot® .
So many movies, books, plays, and television shows have
been written about New York that even its street names are

known nationwide. Wall Street is famous for finance,

hockey [‘hoki] n. miHEER

erotica [imtike] n. fIFX¥; AHFEARER
abundance [obandens] n. F&; TE; KM
fleshpot [ flefpot] n. W& R

® 8 ® ©
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Madison Avenue means advertising, and Fifth Avenue
stands for world-class shopping. New York’s neighborhoods
are also famous. Greenwich Village, or the Village, has

fostered some of the world’s great writers; Soho is an

enclave © of artists and Harlem has a priceless musical
heritage® .

The twin towers once stood over lower Manhattan as a
proud symbol of New York City’s strength in the world of
finance. But they’re no longer there. On the morning of
September 11, 2001, a terrorist® attack destroyed
immediately both towers and the area surrounding them.
But New Yorkers face the tragedy with great courage and
confidence. New York is still a city of energy and
prosperity .

New York City’s secret is the ongoing infusion © of
energy and talent it gets from the rest of the country and
immigrants from around the world. Moss Hart 9 once said,
“The only certificate the city asked was the courage to
dream. For those who did, it unlocked its gates and

enclave [‘enkleiv] n. (WaMER) S, X

heritage [ ‘heritid3] n. #7=; 4kEY); 155

terrorist [ ‘terorist] n. ZW4rTF

infusion [in'fjuzen] n. ¥

Moss Hart BR¥f7-m54F (1904 ~ 1961), EERBIER kS, £TF
M,
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