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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to introduce students of architecture to the important lit-
erature of the field. It consists of journal articles and selected book chapters by authors
who are recognized as major contributors to architectural history, theory, and practice.
The book also will serve as a reference document for architects, design educators,
building clients, and others who seek an overview of architecture as an academic dis-
cipline as well as a professional pursuit.

The book is a companion work of Jay M. Stein’s (1995) Classic Readings in
Urban Planning. As such, this text is a continuation of the objectives contained in the
previous book and is seen as a way of extending introductory material into a field
closely allied with planning. The assumption is that one of the best ways to introduce
a field is to expose the reader to its great works, the “classics.” Webster’s (1979: 334)
defines classic as: “of the highest class; most representative of the excellence of its
kind; having recognized worth.” Thus, we define classic readings as those that are of
superior quality, represent outstanding scholarship, and may have influenced or
changed the field.

However, major distinctions between this book and Classic Readings in Urban Plan-
ning (Stein 1995) are the audience to which each is directed and the nature of the indi-
vidual readings. The earlier book was written for upper-level undergraduate and gradu-
ate-level students of planning, while Classic Readings in Architecture will serve as a text
for first-year students in architectural curricula. Also, the articles in this book have been
selected as much as an introduction to important authors as a review of significant or
seminal works. In this respect the term “classic” differs from that in the planning text.
The research conducted by the editors for this book revealed that the definitions of *‘clas-
sic readings” in architecture are broader and less focused than the literature of planning.
While fairly definitive categories of academic and professional fields can be drawn in
planning—transportation, housing, economic development—no such fixed categories
exist in architecture. Thus, it is more appropriate to view Classic Readings in Architec-
ture as an introduction 1o significant contributors of architectural knowledge and as a
guide to the larger body of architectural literature.

Classic Readings in Architecture contains 36 readings organized into three major ar-
eas, each with subcategories. Thus, the book is organized as follows: Architecture as
Artifact (Architectural History and Theory, Architectural Form, and Architectural
Technology); The Context of Architecture (The Urban Environment, The Natural En-
vironment, and the Human Environment); and the Process of Architecture (The Design
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Process, The Social Implications of Architecture, and The Architectural Profession).
Each reading begins with a brief abstract of the work, and each of the nine category
sections concludes with a “suggested readings” list of selected articles and books from
that field of study. Faculty, students, and professionals will find the suggested readings
to be useful for more extensive study in these areas.

Classic Readings in Architecture can be used as a major or supplementary text in
introductory courses in architecture, as a reference guide in the various areas of
knowledge, and as a companion text in courses that are focused on a specific archi-
tectural topic. The book would be valuable, for example, in a course in architectural
history as a way of placing an historical concept in the context of a broad survey of
architectural theory and practice.

THE CLASSIC CONCEPT

The objectives of this collection of readings are the same as those outlined in Jay M.
Stein’s (1995) earlier book on planning, namely that “it is far more interesting and ex-
citing to directly experience ideas and read—even struggle—with original writings,
than it is to review someone else’s synopsis about those ideas.” In any introductory
course in architecture, the student will be exposed to a wide range of architects, build-
ings, professional standards, and theoretical concepts. We feel that it is important for
the student not only to be introduced to these concepts, but to be given the opportu-
nity to hear the voices of the historians, theoreticians, and practitioners who were sig-
nificant contributors to those ideas. The works contained in Classic Readings in
Architecture will provide the student with that opportunity.

ORGANIZING THE SUBJECT AREAS

A primary challenge in assembling these readings has been to create a typology for
the architectural literature presented in the book. To develop our typology, we have
been guided by the results of a survey conducted in Spring 1996 of introductory ar-
chitecture courses offered by departments listed in the Association of Collegiate
Schools of Architecture (ACSA)'s Guide to Architecture Schools, S5th ed. (1994).
Schools that responded to the survey are listed at the end of this Preface (we regret
any unintended omissions).

The survey of introductory courses served two major purposes. First, it pro-
vided the basis for organizing the book into the nine categories by identifying the
most frequently covered content areas in introductory courses. Second, the sur-

veys provided important input as part of the process of selecting the readings in-
cluded in the book.

SELECTING THE READINGS

Similar to the approach used in Classic Readings in Urban Planning (Stein 1995), we
have used a systematic, four-step process to obtain information from several sources
to help identify the “classics” included in this book. The four steps include:



CAVEATS

vi  PREFACE

1 A survey and analysis of introductory course syllabi.
2 A survey of architecture educators.

3 Identification of award-winning writings.

4 A general review of architecture literature.

The survey and analysis of course syliabi have already been discussed. We also con-
ducted a survey in Fall 1996 of architecture experts listed in the Guide to Architecture
Schools, 5th ed. (ACS A 1994) representing the now-identified subject areas to be cov-
ered in the book. The survey of architecture educators did not follow a purely scien-
tific sampling procedure, but rather is only an attempt to obtain feedback from a di-
verse group of experts. The questionnaire sent to the respondents identified their field
of expertise and asked two simple questions:

1 “Please outline a maximum of ten areas of knowledge that might form chapter
headings in this book.” ‘

2 “Also please list three articles or book chapters that you consider to be essential
readings for an introductory course in architecture . . .”

The results of this survey were a major information source in selecting the readings
for the book. At the end of this Preface is a list of the architecture educators who were
consulted and agreed to the publication of their names (we regret any unintended
omissions). Others were consulted but preferred anonymity.

As a third source of input to the classics selection process, we also attempted to iden-
tify writings and authors who have received awards or special recognition for their work.
Several of the readings selected for the book meet this criterion. Finally, we conducted a
major literature review and consulted with several colleagues as to their suggestions for
the book.

Although surveys of curricula and educators in North American schools of architec-
ture have provided valuable input for organizing the book and selecting the readings,
our final selections for this collection were based on two important assumptions. First,
the term architecture can be defined from at least three distinct perspectives: as a
physical artifact; as a part of the larger built, natural, and human environments; and
as a process. The readings, therefore, have been classified as contributions to the un-
derstanding of architecture within these areas of intellectual and professional knowl-
edge. The second assumption has been that the readings would be by contemporary
authors who had contributed an extensive body of knowledge to the literature of ar-
chitecture. The two exceptions to this rule are the inclusion of works by Vitruvius, on
the one hand, and Emest Boyer and Lee Mitgang, on the other. In the case of the for-
mer, we felt strongly that a book of classic readings in architecture should include
what must be considered an icon of architectural literature and a starting point of
Western architectural thought. In the latter instance, we believe that the most recent
study of the field by the American architectural establishment—Building Community:
A New Future for Architecture Education and Practice (Boyer and Mitgang 1996)—
requires the attention of the student of architecture. These two works form the Pro-
logue and Epilogue to the text.
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Although we followed such a painstaking process to select the readings, the needs
of a textbook required several compromises. These include: consideration given to the
suitability of the level and complexity of the writings for an introductory course; a de-
sire to include different voices and views; and, finally, the difficulties involved in ob-
taining reprint permissions in a timely manner and at an affordable rate relative to our
constrained budget. Nevertheless, we believe that this book contains an excellent col-
lection of readings and offers a comprehensive introduction to the field of architecture.

Enjoy the readings and welcome to the adventure of architecture.
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Sth ed. Washington, DC, 1994,
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