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Time waits for no one.

Treasure every moment you have!
Yesterday is history.

Tomorrow is mystery.

Today is a gift.

That is why it’s called the PRESENT!

In this unit, you will

— use listening strategies to help comprehend the song;

— sing the song fluently and learn some pronunciation skills like liaison and
plosion;
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— share your past experiences and memories with your friends, classmates
and the teacher in either oral or written form;

— cherish the good old memories and show a positive attitude toward the
past, the present and the future.

Background Information

1. About the Carpenters

The Carpenters are the most successful
brother / sister act of all time. With their
gentle melodies and the amazing voice of
Karen Carpenter, their middle-of-the-road
music has universal appeal, and is enjoyed

by many different generations.

They rapidly rose to fame in the early 1970s and wooed millions of
fans with their squeaky-clean image. As part of a close family, sheltered in
each other’s company, the Carpenters were seen as extremely young
Americans, role models for a generation.

A single is a good test of recording artist’s ability to be both concise
and compelling. The performers has just a few minutes to grab and hold the
listeners’ attention; to communicate something so powerful that people
can’t wait to hear it again. Few artists in pop history have passed this test
as consistently as the Carpenters. From Close to You in 1970 to Only
Yesterday in 1975, Karen and Richard never missed the Top 15. The
Carpenters were #1 American-born hit-makers of the 1970s. And Karen
and Richard’ s success went far beyond their homeland: They topped the
charts from Holland to Hong Kong, China. Karen’s vocal style combined
the most attractive traits of several other legendary American singers. She
had the warm, pure tones of Nat “King” Cole, the seeming effortlessness
of Perry Como, the clarity and precision of Barbra Streisand, and the
vulnerability of Judy Garden. It was this quality that most impressed the late
Henry Mancini. “Karen had a quality about her that was so vulnerable, so
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exposed, that she just demanded attention” , she said. “Whatever she sang
came right from the heart. ”

Perhaps the pressure of maintaining this image was too much, for
towards the end of the 70s both Richard and Karen were in poor health.
Where Richard was addicted to a form of sleeping pills, Karen was suffering
from the eating disorder, known as anorexia nervosa ( K& %E ), which
eventually took her life.

But with a catalogue as rich as the Carpenters’ their music lives on.
The beauty of their sound and the sadness of their story combine to make
them truly worth the status they hold.

2. About the Song

Richard and John Bettis wrote Yesterday Once More in response to
nostalgia craze of the early’70s. The wistful ballad, which set up the old
medley on the Now And Then ({# it)) album, became a smash in its
own right in the summer of 1973. The song went gold and reached #2 in
both the U. S. and the U.K. It did even better in Japan, where it became
one of the best-selling singles of all time.

More songs from the Carpenters.

1. Top of the World 2. Jambalaya

3. Sing 4. Close to You

5. A Kind of Hush 6. Superstar

7. Please Mr. Postman 8. I Need to Be in Love

# Pre-enjoying

1. Work in groups of three or four and discuss the following questions.
1)When you see the word “yesterday” , which of the following will first
jump into your mind? Tick off (V) your choices.

[0 My old friends. [0 The mistakes that I made.

0 My toys. [0 The most successful joke I made.
[0 My school years. [0 The shining moment when I

[0 Some old songs. achieved success.

)
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Others:
2)Among the three terms “yesterday, today and tomorrow” , which do

you like most? Why?

3) Yesterday is history, just as the old saying goes, “ What is done cannot
be undone”. Can we go back to yesterday or would you like to go
back to your past? Tell your reasons.

2. How much can you understand the title of the song?

1)What does “yesterday once more” mean?

A. Something that happens today feels like some past experience.
B. Something that happened yesterday now happens again.
C. Something in the past comes into my mind.

2)When do you have the feeling of “yesterday once more 79 Tick off
your choices.
~_When [ listen to the music.

__ When I watch a touching film.

__When I listen to the falling of rain by the window.

~ When I quarrel with my friends or family members.

__When I lie on my back on the grassland.

__When I read an interesting story about one’s childhood.

__ When I look over my old photos.

__When I go back to my schools once I have attended.

__ When I look at the presents my old friends gave me in the past.
More answers:

é Enjoying the Song

Focus on music

The song will be played for the first time. Enjoy it and think about which of
the following words can best describe the style of this song.

A.rock & roll  B. exciting C. nostalgic D. cheerful

E. very sad F. relaxing G. boring H. jazzy

¥
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Focus on comprehension
1. Listen to the song again. Choose from the following statements that can
best describe the song.
A. The song is about an old story that happened yesterday.
B. The song is the one that the singer usually sang when she was still a
little girl.
C. The song is about the worries that the singer has about the future.
D. The song is about the singer’s yearning for the past.
E. The song shows the singer’s fear and hatred of the present life.
F. The song tells us a love story about the singer.
2. Listen to the first part of the song for a second time and complete the
lyrics.
When ,
I'd the radio
Waiting for my
When they played I’d
It made me cry.
Those were such
And not so .
How I where they’d gone.
But they’re back ,
Just like a friend.

* Every sha-la-la-la,
~ Every wo-o-wo-o
Still shines.
Every shing-a-ling-a-ling
That they’re
So fine. *
When they get to the part
Where he’s 5
It can make me cry,

N
2



It’s yesterday once more.
3. Read the lyrics and find out the correct answers to the questions.
1)What does “my favorite songs” refer to?

2)What does “a long-lost friend” mean?

3)Why do “I” smile while cry at some point when I listen to the music?

4) Discuss with your partners and try to find out what “sha-la-la-la”,
“wo-o-wo-0” , and “shing-a-ling-a-ling” refer to?

4. Listen to the second part of the song once more. There are 6 wrong
" words in this part. Listen carefully and correct them.
Looking back on how it was
In years gone by,
And the bad times that I had
Makes today seem rather mad.
5 So much has changed.
It was songs of love that
[ would sing to then.
And I’d memorize each word.
Those gold melodies
10 Still sound so sad to me,
As they melt the years away.
Repeat * ~
All my worst memories
Come back clearly to me.
Some can even make me smile,
15 Just like before.
It’s yesterday once more.

5. The song says “And the good times that I had makes today seem rather
sad”. Have you ever been sad about the past time? Some people always
mention old good times, some people only pay attention to the present
while some others would like to look forward to the future. Form three

5
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groups and discuss your opinions toward “ vesterday, today and
tomorrow” .

Attitude Yesterday Today Tomorrow

Positive attitude

Negative attitude

Now write a composition to state your viewpoint on the tie between

“vesterday” , “today” and “tomorrow”.

Here are some points for consideration .

1) Yesterday has gone. No matter what you have done, you cannot save
it.

2 ) Yesterday is closely related with today and future. You can learn from
history.

3)Today is the only thing we have. We can only do something about
today. We must cherish today.

4)Today is most important.

5) Tomorrow is a word for hope. We can fill tomorrow with what we
want.

6)Bright future will indulge people into dreams without doing practical
things.

7) Cherish yesterday, make full use of today and fill good hope of
tomorrow !

. Some songs are very old, but people still' love them, because they can
make us think of something in the past. Form groups of five or six and
share your favourite old songs with each other. You may talk about.

1) The name of the song

2)The time and the place when you first listened to it
3) Your feeling of hearing the song for the first time
4 ) The reasons of loving the song

5) Your present feeling towards the song

6 ) Other unforgettable stories related to the song



