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1. Based on the title, guess what the text is about.
2. Whom do you go to for help when you are in trouble, your father or your mother? Why?

My husband and I were flying to Hawaii from New York City to show our five-
month-old son, Timmy, to our parents for the first time. But what should have
been a mission of joy filled me with apprehension. For five years I'd hardly spoken
to my father. Loving but stern in the manner typical of Chinese fathers, he had
made particular demands on me, and though we were very much alike, we’d grown
very far apart.

When I became a teenager, my father held up my mother as a model of femi-
nine behavior. ' But she was gregarious and social, while I preferred books to par-
ties. He pressed me to mingle with his friends’ children. I insisted on choosing my
own companions. He assured I'd follow in my mother’s footsteps and enroll in the

local university to study teaching, and that I’d marry into one of the other long-
established Chinese clans on the islands and settle down, as he and my mother had.

But I didn’t settle. As bullheaded as my father, I escaped to the University of
California, where I fell in love with a /aole, as we called Caucasians from the main-
land. Gary had blue haole eyes and sandy haole hair. 1 announced that we were
getting married — in Berkeley, not Hawaii. No large, clamorous clan wedding for
me. My parents came and met Gary just two days before our small, simple wed-

-1-
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ding. Afterward we moved to New York, as far from the islands as we could get

without leaving American soil.

My father’s subsequent silence resonated with disapproval. He didn’t visit;
neither did I. When my mother telephoned, he never asked to speak to me, and I
never asked for him. We might have gone on like that, the habit of separation hard-
ening into a permanent estrangement. Then Timmy was born, and I felt an unex-

pected tidal pull back to the islands.

On the long flight to Hawaii, memories of my childhood, when I was my
father’s small daughter, came flooding back. I was three years old, running behind
him as he walked between the banana trees in the plantatibn town where he taught
high school. When I grew tired, he carried me on his shoulders. From there I could
see forever. “You are my sunshine, my only sunshine,” he would sing. “You
make me happy when skies are gray.” I laughed, taking his devotion as’ my

2
due.

Now the prodigal daughter was returning with the firstborn of the next genera-
tion — a hazel-eyed, golden-skinned hapa haole (half-white) child who looked lit-
tle like his Chinese ancestors. How would my father react? If he disapproved of
Timmy, as he had of me, the breach between us would be complete.® I would nev-

er retumn.

The plane landed, and I gradually placed a crying, hungry Timmy into my
mother’s eager arms. Here was instant and unconditional acceptance of a child by

his grandmother.

My father’s expression was passive and hard to read. He greeted us politely:
“Good trip?” Then he peered cautiously at Timmy, who promptly began to shriek.
My father stepped back in alarm. Did he find it unsettling that this squalling stran-
ger might be his own flesh and blood?

After dinner at my parents’ house, Gary and I retired to my old bedroom. My
mother tucked Timmy into a borrowed crib in a room down the hall.

Four hours later mother instinct puiled me from sleep. This was the time Tim-
my usually woke for a bottle, but there were no cries of hunger, no fretful wails.
Instead, I heard only the sweet, soft gurgle of baby laughter. I tiptoed down the

hall.

In the living room, Timmy lay on a pillow on the floor in a circle of light, his
plump, tiny fists and feet churning gleefully. He studied the face bent over him, an
Asian face burned dark by the Hawaiian sun, with laugh wrinkles at the corners of
the eyes. My father was giving Timmy a bottle, tickling his tummy and crooning
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i

softly, “You are my sunshine ...’

12 I watched from the darkness, not wanting to break the spell and then crept
back to my room. It was then that I began to suspect that my father had wanted to
mend the breach as much as I had. Awkward and proud, he hadn’t known how,
and neither had I. Timmy became the bridge over which we could reach for each

other.

For the rest of our stay, the tension slowly melted. My father and I didn’t dis-
cuss our rift directly. Thanks to Timmy, we didn’t need to. Having claimed his ha-
pa haole grandson, my father no longer defined our family by a uniform set of fea-
tures. Curly-haired, hazel-eyed Timmy was loved for himself.

We returned to the islands the following summer. Timmy, now a toddler,
splashed in the surf with his grandfather. The summer after that, they built a tree

house out of scrap lumber and painted it blue.

15 So pleased was my father with his new grandfather status that he took early re-
tirement when Timmy was four, to spend more time visiting his “New York fami-
ly”. My son and my father made a handsome pair as they walked together — the
Chinese grandfather happily trailed by a different, bouncing shadow.

878 words
WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

gregarious / grr' gearias / a. liking the companionship of others; sociable
haole / 'hauli /n.  (EEREMNEACERERA)
Caucasian / ko:'keizjon / n. HFpA
resonate / 'rezonert / v.  to make a deep clear, whom% :lu;; liﬁ“&f";ﬁ@ :
prodigal / ' prodigal / a. careless and wasteful with money
hazel / 'heizal / a. light brown : 34
hapa haole / , ha:pa' havli: / n. ﬁﬁKﬁEAm%B@(tFEmﬁiAﬁ EIAYEH'ILB‘J
squall / skwatl /0. f%ocrynokily lg bt v Jm{vmrr «mu wif
retire / r1'tars / v. to go to bed | ;
fretful / 'fretfol / a. inxmus because of discomfort
gurgle / 'g3:gl / n. the happy low sound that someone makes i;l h1s or her

throat
chumn / tfamn / v. to shake or move about vigorously or violently
tummy / 'tami / n. (infml. ) the stomach | 8 e
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croon / kru:n / v. to sing (usu. old popular songs) with feeling

spell / spel / n. a period of a particular kind of activity, weather, illness, efc.
toddler / 'todlo / n. a small child who has just learnt to walk

scrap / skrap / n. material which has been thrown away and can be reused
lumber / 'lambo / n. boards made from logs '

trail / treil / v. to follow

bouncing / 'baunsiy / a.

An Integrated English Course (2) Student’s Book

(apprec. ) (esp. of babies) healthy and active

1.

... my father held up my mother as a model of feminine behaviour (Paragraph 2) &% my fa-

ther had a high opinion of my mother’s behaviour as a woman.
2. ...taking his devotion as my due ( Paragraph 5) taking his devotion for granted; taking his

devotion as what I was entitled to.
3. ... the breach between us would be complete ( Paragraph 6) &% our relationship would end.

T ext Comprehension

1. Decide which of the following best states the author’s purpose of writing.

A.

B.
C.

To describe how family bond can remove years of estrangement between a father and a

daughter. _
To give an account of how their disagreements developed into a permanent estrangement.

To tell of the author’s successful endeavor to settle her problem with her father.

II. Judge. according to the text, whether the following statements are true or false.

1.

When she set off for Hawaii with her husband and their new-born baby, the author was

anxious rather than joyous.
The gap between the author and her father primarily arose from her marriage with a Cau-

casian.
Neither the author nor her father intended to do anything to mend the breach.
The author immediately figured out her father’s reaction to their visit as soon as she got

off the plane.
The grandfather and grandson are emotionally attached to each other.

III. Answer the following questions.

1.

2.

What does the author mean by stating at the end of Paragraph 1“... though we were very

much alike, we’d grown very far apart” ?
How did the father express his disapproval of her daughter? And how did his daughter re-
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act? .
3. What do you think is the author’s true state of mind on her long flight to Hawaii?

4. What did the author realize when she saw her father playing with her baby on the first

night of her return?
5. In a few sentences describe how the father is portrayed in the text.

IV. Explain in your own words the following sentences taken fiom the text.

1. We might have gone on like that, the habit of separation hardening into a permanent es-
trangement. ( Paragraph 4)

2. Then Timmy was born, and I felt an unexpected tidal pull back to the islands, ( Paragraph 4)

3. Having claimed his hapa haole grandson, my father no longer defined our family by a

uniform set of features. (Paragraph 13)

5 tructural analysis of the text

As a reminiscent writing the text tells of how the author’s newborn baby bridges the gap be-
tween her father and herself. The text can be divided into five parts, some of which are descrip-
tions, some flashbacks, and some the author’s comments. The first part ( Paragraph 1) is the in-
troduction. The second part includes Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4. The third part consists of the subse-
quent two paragraphs. The fourth part is made up of Paragraphs 7 to 13. The last part is Para-

graphs 14 and 15.
Now you try to write out the main idea of each part.

Vocabularv exercises

1. Explain the underlined part in each sentence in your own words.

1. Loving but stern in the manner typical of Chinese fathers, he had made particular de-
mands on me, and though we were very much alike, we’d grown very far apart. _

2. But I didn’t settle. As bullheaded as my father, I escaped to the University of
California,...

3. I laughed, taking his devotion as my due.

4. It was then that I began to suspect that my father had wanted to mend the breach as much
as I had.

5. For the rest of our stay, the tension slowly melted.

II. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the given words.
1. The new recruits had to get used to a (demand) schedule of training and

study.
2. There have been several (alarm) incidents where planes have almost crashed.

.5.



