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Umit 1

In the United States, it is not customary to telephone someone
very early in the morning. If you telephone him early in the day,
while he is shaving or having breakfast, the time of the call shows
that the matter is very important and requires immediate attention.
The same meaning is attached to telephone calls made after 11: 00
p. m.. If someone receives a call during sleeping hours, he assumes
it’s a matter of life and death. The time chosen for the call
communicates its importance.,

In social life, time plays a very important part. In the U.S. A. ,
guests tend to feel they are not highly regarded if the invitation to a
dinner party is extended only three or four days before the party
date. But it is not true in all countries. In other areas of the world, it
may be considered foolish to make an appointment too far in advance
because plans which are made for a date more than a week away tend
to be forgotten. The meaning of time differs in different parts of the
world. Thus, misunderstandings arise between people from cultures
that treat time differently.

Promptness is valued highly in American life, for example. If
people are not prompt, they may be regarded as impolite or not fully
responsible. In the U. S. A. no one would think of keeping a business
associate waiting for an hour, it would be too impolite. A person who
is 5 minutes late is expected to make a short apology. If he is less

than 5 minutes late, he will say a few words of explanation, though
s 1 e



perhaps he will not complete the sentence.
Answer or complete the following questions or sentences with the best choice:
1. “The same meaning is attached to telephone calls made after 11: 00 p.m.”
Here “attached” means ;
A. taken B. drawn
C. given D. shown
2. Supposing one wants to make a telephone call at dawn, this would
mean
A. the matter is of some importance
B. the matter is somewhat important
C. the matter requires immediate attention
D. it is a matter of life and death
3. According to this passage, time plays an important role in
A. everyday life B. school life
C. communications D. private life
4. The best title for this passage is
A. The Voices of Time
B. The Importance of Time
C. The Importance of an Announcement
D. Time and Tide Wait for No Man
5. ‘According to the passage, the author of the article may agree to which of
the following statements?
A. It is appropriate to send your invitation cards three or four days before a
dinner party date in U. S. A,
B. It may be appropriate to send your invitation cards to your guests three
or four days before a dinner party date in some cultures.
C. It is best for one to make telephone calls at night because it costs much
less.

D. If one is less than 5 minutes late, he has to 'make a short apology:

An interesting fact of the last third of the twentieth century is

that, as educational levels, salaries, and the cost of living have
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increased, more and more people are having fewer and fewer
children. In the United States the 1950s and 1960s were years of
rapid growth. Classrooms were crowded. The nation as a whole, and
business in particular, turned its attention to the needs, desires,
fashions, and language of the young. A United States society, which
had been adult centered in the past, became youth centered. Because
their buying power had increased tremendously, the young began to
have a lot to say about what products were created, marketed, and
sold. By the 1970s, however, this trend had begun to change. Many
young couples decided not to have children or wait several years
before having any, and then to have fewer than their parents had
had. By the middle of the 1970s it was necessary to begin closing
schools in all parts of the country as there were just not enough
students to fill them. Today while fewer and fewer children are being
born, more and more was 77, and for men, 69, which was up a full
year from 1972. as a result, a constantly increasing load will be
placed on the Social Security system and medical services as we
approach the end of the century. No one is sure how all the needed
money will be raised, but social Security taxes and medical insurance
rates will probably climb. As people live longer, they tend to change
their ideas about the age at which they want to retire. Although in
the past, the usual age of retirement was 65, people are talking about
retiring at age of 70, if people retire later, there will be fewer jobs
available to young people entering the work force. In spite of all
these problems, there is good side to the “Graying of America”, By
the end of the year 2025 the percentage of the population under 30
will have droppedto less than 40%. As teenagers and young adults
are responsible for a disproportionate share of crime and traffic
accidents, there may be a decline in these social problems as well.
Some people are delighted with the prospect of these changes. Some

are alarmed. No matter what one’s point of view, however, no one
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can ignore what is happening. It won’t go a away.
Answer or complete the following questions or sentences with the best choice:
1. What is the main idea of this passage?
A. Tt is more difficult for the young people to get a job nowadays.
B. The United States is becoming a country of old people step by step.
C. Life expectancy was up.
D. Young people should be responsible for most of crime and traffic
accidents,
2. Many young couples began to decide not to have children
A. in the 1970s B. in the middle of 1970s
C. in 1950s and 1960s D. by the end of year 2025
3. Which of the following may NOT be the result of “Graying of America”?
A. Social Security tax rate will climb.
B. Young people had fewer chances to get a job.
C. Young people decided not to have children.
- D. The rate of crime and traffic accidents declined.
4. According to the passage, what causes the young people to have fewer
chances to get a job in the United States?
A. Their poor ability, B. The lack of social experience.
C. The economy is declining. D. Retiring at age of 70.
5. Why did people start to close schools in the middle of 1970s?
A. Because schools are becoming unnecessary.
B. Fewer and fewer students wanted to go to school.
C. There are fewer children going to school.

D. The schools cannot make money.

Humanity uses a little less than half the water available
worldwide. Yet occurrences of shortages and droughts® are causing

famine and distress in some areas, and industrial and agricultural by-

@® drought; T8
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products are polluting water supplies. Since the world’s population is
expected to double in the next 50 years, many experts think we are
on the edge of a widespread water crisis.

But that doesn’t have to be the outcome. Water shortages do not
trouble the world-if we start valuing water more than we have in the
past. Just as we began to appreciate petroleum more after the 1970s
oil crises, today we must start looking at water from a fresh economic
perspective. We can no longer afford to consider water a virtually
free resource of which we can use as much as we like in any way we
want,

Instead, for all uses except the domestic demand of the poor,
government should price water to reflect its actual value. This means
charging fee for the water itself as well as for the supply costs.

Governments should also protect this resource by providing
water in more economically and environmentally sound ways. For
example, after the cheapest way to provide irrigation® water in the
dry tropics is through small-scale projects, such as gathering rainfall
in depressions® and pumping it to nearby cropland. ;

No matter what steps governments take to provide water more
efficiently, they must change their institutional and legal approaches
to water use. Rather than spread control among hundreds or even
thousands of water use, countries should set up central authorities to
coordinate water policy. :

Decide whether the following statements are true or false; ,
() 1. Humanity has not placed efficient value on watét resources is the real
~ cause of the potential water crisis?
( )2. As indicated in the passage, the water problem poses a challenge to the
~ technology of building reservoirs.

( ) 3. According to the author, the water price should correspond to its real

@ irrigation: ¥
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value.

() 4. The author says that in some hot and dry areas it is advisable to build
small and cheap irrigation systems.

() 5. In order to raise the efficiency of the water supply, measures should be

taken to encourage local and regional control of water resources.

A dazzling smile needs more than brushing and yearly visit to
your dentist. The American V V Ids on mental challenges such as
memorizing lists or matching photos in a pile. But hidden within
those results is the countervailing fact that, as people grow older,
mental performance begins to differ markedly among individuals of
similar ages, making it impossible to draw conclusions about an older
person’s abilities based on averages for his or her age.

“The only thing you can assume about a 65-or 75-year-old is how
many candles will be on the birthday cake”, says Harvard University
psychologist Douglas Powell. He tested 1 583 people from 25 to 92
years of age in reasoning, memory, and visual and spatial abilities.
On various tests, be found that a quarter to a third of octogenarians
performed as well as their younger counterparts. A fraction of people
in their 80s and 90s ranked near the top of mental abilities for all
ages. And even the lowest scorers suffered only modest declines that
didn’t interfere with daily living.

Powell’s findings mirror other studies concluding riot only that
most people retain strong mental skills until at least age 70, but over
a fourth to on well past that age without significant drops in
brainpower. Scientists suspect that genetic and environmental factors
play a part.

K. Warner Schaie, director of the Gerontology Center at
Pensylvania State University, finds that the factors most associated

with strong mental function in older age groups include an above-
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average level of education, a complex and stimulating life-style and
being married to a smart person. Rigid adherence to routine and low
satisfaction with life are associated with earlier deterioration of the
intellect.

Answer or complete each of the following questions or sentences:

1. The first step everyone can take toward healthy teeth and gums is

2. What form strong teeth and bones?

3. What may cause teeth decay?

4. How can teeth be protected against decay?

5. The phrase “in moderation ” in Paragraph 4 means

It would be interesting to discover how many young people go to
university without any clear idea of what they are going to do
afterwards. If one considers the enormous variety of courses offered,
it is not hard to see how difficult it is for a student to select the

course most suited to his interests and abilities. 1) If a student goes

to university to acquire a broader perspective of life, to enlarge his
ideas and to learn to think for himself, he will undoubtedly benefit.

2) Schools often have too restricting an atmosphere, with its

timetables and disciplines, to allow him much time for independent

assessment of the work he is asked to do. Most students would, I

believe, profit by a year or so’s exploration of different academic
studies, especially those “allrounders” with no particular interest.
They should have longer time to decide in what subject they want to

take there degrees, so that in later life, they do not look back and
« 7 e



say. “ I should like to have been an archaeologist. If I hadn’t taken a
degree in Modern Languages, I shouldn’t have ended up as an
interpreter, but it’s too late now. I couldn’t go back and begin all
over again, ”

There is, of course, another side to the question of how to make
the best use of one’s time at university. This is the case of the
student who excels in a particular branch of learning. 3) He is

immediately accepted by the university of his choice, and spends his

three or four years becoming a specialist, emerging with a first-class

Honour Degree and very little knowledge of what the rest of the

world is all about. 4) It therefore becomes more and more important

that, if students are not to waste their opportunities, there will have

to be much more detailed information about courses and more advice,

5) Only in this way can we be sure that we are not to have, on the

one hand, a band of specialists ignorant of anything outside of their

own subject, and on the other hand, an ever-in creasing number of

graduates qualified in subjects for which there is little or no demand

in the working world.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese:
1. If a student goes to university to acquire a broader perspective of life, to

enlarge his ideas and to learn to think for himself, he will undoubtedly
benefit.

2. Schools often have too restricting an atmosphere, with its timetables and

disciplines, to allow him much time for independent assessment of the work
he is asked to do. '

3. Heis immédiételmccépted by the university of his choice, and spends his

three or four years becoming a specialist, emerging with a first-class
Honour Degree ahd very little knowledge of what the rest of the world is all
about.

8.



4. It therefore becomes more and more important that, if students are not to
waste their opportunities, there will have to be much more detailed

information about courses and more advice.

5. Only in this way can we be sure that we are not to have, on the one hand, a

band of specialists ignorant of anything outside of their own subject, and on

the other hand, an ever-in creasing number of graduates qualified in

subjects for which there is little or no demand in the working world.




Unit 2

We have saved as a final set of emotions the two most important
emotions pertaining to other people: love and its opposite, hate.
Love can be seen everywhere. Yet surprisingly, love has been the
subject of less scientific research than other emotions, such as anger
and fear. The reason for this may be twofold. First, love is a very
complex emotion, difficult to describe and measure. Secondly, unlike
many extreme emotions, extreme love is generally not a problem;
thus less medical attention has been paid to it.

What is love? This is a complex question and requires a complex
answer, Love is an enduring, strong, positive attraction and feeling
for another person or thing. But it is more than this. It also involves
feelings of caring, protection, excitement, and tenderness. When
two people are in love, they feel drawn to one another; they greatly
enjoy each other’s company; and they may be sexually attracted to
one another.

Sometimes it is easier to think in terms of different kinds of love;
“puppy” love, romantic love, brotherly love, and so forth. Though
they differ in some respects, they share one important characteristic:
a strong positive feeling toward another,

Our feelings toward other people are often complex. We
may love someone and, at the same time, be angry with him. Or we
may love someone, even though we are jealous of him. We might

even love someone and, at the same time, hate for some specific
e 10 »



