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Chapter 1
LLanguage, Linguistics and
L.exicology

1.

2,

Can you give the description of the term language from differ-
ent angles?

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate word according to the

text,

1) Language is a system of symbols basedon __,
and . Itis a special ___ action and carrier of
used for human __ in a society.

2) Languageisa __ of society.

3) Man’s thoughtis __ tolanguagejustas ____ is insepara-

ble from society.

4) Thereis no ___ character to language itself, but the way
in which a person uses a language has an obvious
character.

5) The aim of the course in English lexicology is to give a
description of the English

6) Without __ there is no word because every word is a uni-
ty of  and meaning.

7) Stylistics is concerned with language variety differing accord-

ing to rather than . The same user may use dif-
ferent varieties for purposes, situations, in
conversation with people, to produce effects.

3
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8) Historical linguistics studies words from the viewpoint of
» whereas lexicology studies words from the viewpoint

of both and , but especially of .

3. Is it right that language is a product of society? Why? Give your
reasons.

4. There are two main forms of language itself, which one is more
important?

5. Complete the following statements by adding an appropriate
word to each blank.

1) A synchronic approach is an approach to the study of a lan-
guage at one _____ of time, whereas a diachronic approach is
an approach to the study of the  in a language that took
place  a period of time.

2) The Latin word Januarius, meaning _____in English, was
derived from _, the Roman god of gates and doors.

Januarius means ¢ ’

, so January is the _ of the
year.

3) The Latin word Augustus was anglicized to _____, the name
of the eighth month in English.

4) Diachronically, the terms Sunday, Monday, etc. existed as
_____ in old English.

5) The names of seven days of the week are of the _ origin,
although they have _influence in some degree. The ear-
ly Germanic peoples translated the Latin names into the

equivalents.

6) According to the diachrony we know that the Modern En-

glish word fond meant * ’, but now it means ° 7.

3

7) The word comrade originally meant ’, but now it

means ¢ 7.

8) Synchronically, we consider words like event ful, talkative,
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6.

etc. as . Diachronically, they were
Translate the following terms into Chinese.

1) diachrony

2) synchrony
3) hybrid

4) derivative

5) compound

6) word-formation

7) lexicology

8) linguistics

9) applied linguistics

10) general linguistics

11) sociolinguistics

. Are there two main approaches to the study of English lexicolo-

gy? What are they? And give their definitions respectively.
What is lexicology?

Do you think that English lexicology course is an important
course for the majors in the English language and literature,

why? Give your opinions.
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Chapter 2
The Sources of the English
Vocabulary

Translate the following definition of the term etymology into

Chinese.

Etymology is ¢the history of a linguistic form (as a word)

shown by tracing its development since its earliest recorded oc-

currence in the language where it is found , by tracing its trans-

mission from one language to another, by analyzing it into its

component parts, by identifying its cognates in other lan-

guages, or by tracing it and its cognates to a common ancestral

form in an ancestral language. ’ [Merriam-Webster’s collegiate

Dictionary (Eleventh Edition)] Therefore, as a subject of in-

struction, etymology is a branch of linguistics concerned with

etymologies. In short, etymology is the study of the origin and

history of words and their meanings.

Why do we say that etymology occupies a very important posi-

tion in English lexicology course?

What is the difference between etymology and etymologies?

How did the English language appear and grow?

Which of the following is NOT true?

a. At the beginning of the fifth century Britain was invaded by
the three tribes from Western Europe.

b. In the fourth century Britain was invaded by three tribes
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6.
7.
8.
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from Eastern Europe.

c. At the beginning of the 5th century Britain was invaded by
the three tribes from Northern Europe: the Angles, Saxons
and Jutes.

Is English classified as a Germanic language? Why?

Describe that the English language is of a mixed character.

Complete the following statements by adding an appropriate

word to each blank.

1) The English language is divided into _____ periods.

2) The period from __ to 1150 is called the __ English
period. It is known as the period of __inflections.

3) The period from 1150 to ___ is known as the __
English period. We call it the period of ___ inflections.

4) The period from 1500 to ____ is called the _ English
period. It is described as the period of inflections.

5) The Old English word ____is the same as the Modern En-
glish word stone, but the s different.

6) The vocabulary of Old English consisted mainly of __
words. But when the Norman Conquest in _____ brought

to England, much of the English vocabulary was re-
placed by words borrowed from ___ and Latin.

7) The Old English word mann appeared in . It originally
meant ¢  , person’., Later, in __ , it had another
sense, namely, ¢  male human being. ’

8) The word wif was found in ___ English in 800. It had two

?, the other is ‘wife’.

senses: one is °
9) Old English grammar differs from Modern English grammar

in and , because Old English was a highly

language. It had a complete system of declensions with

cases and conjugations.
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9. What is an analytic language?

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

What is a synthetic language?

Is Modern English a synthetic language? Why?

Why did England become a bilingual country for a long time in
the Middle English period?

Why do we say that the nineteenth and twentieth centuries are
a period of rapid expansion for the English language?

Point out the different combining forms and their meanings in
the following words.

1) hydrology

2) radiotherapy

3) hydrometer

4) psychology

5) isometric

6) telethon

7) lexicology

8) microcomputer

9) macroeconomics

10) hygroscope

11) hypnosis

12) magneto

13) petrodollar

Give the Chinese equivalents for the following English terms.

1) native word

2) borrowed word

3) polysemic character
4) collocability

5) word-forming ability

6) borrowing

7) loan-word
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16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

8) alien

9) denizen

10) translation-loan

11) semantic borrowing

Describe four groups of loan-words in English.
Translate the following terms into Chinese.

the Scandinavian element

the French element

the Latin element

the Greek element
Match the English words with the Danish words.

English Danish
from bloom
shirt seat
sit skirt
drop fro
blossom raise
no drip
rear nay

How was William crowned King of England on Christmas Day
in 10667

When did French begin to enter England?

The following French loan-words appeared either in the Middle
English period or after the Middle English period. The ques-
tion is which ones appeared in the Middle English period and
which ones appeared after the Middle English period.

1) administration

2) lesson

3) renaissance

4) menu
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5) restaurant
6) black humor
7) art

8) orange

9) color

10) business
11) biscuit
12) dress

13) common

14) certain
15) apply
16) arrive

17) according to

18) to take leave

19) a charge d’affaires

20) communism

21) limousine

What are the classical elements in the English vocabulary?
Point out which words belong to the Latin element and which
words belong to the Greek element in the English vocabulary?

1) drama

2) semantics

3) physics

4) philosophy

5) hypertension

6) autograph
7) history

8) necessary
9) candle
10) lobster




