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Chapter ONE

SUMMONS
TO WAR

Tuesday, March 18, 2003. The morning
headlines in London, England, tell the story of the day:
“George Bush Offers Saddam Hussein' Exile? or
Destruction,” “UN Pulls Out Weapons Inspectors,”

“France, Russia, and Germany Oppose the Use of
Force.”

A cold wind blows up and down tiny, tucked-away?
Downing Street*, home of Great Britain’s prime minister,
Tony Blair®. On this raw spring morning, he sits in a small
den® in his official home as he makes the final changes to the
speech he is about to give. It is the most serious speech that
a head of state can give — a summons to war’.

Millions of Britons in all of England’s major cities and
other citizens in cities all over the world have been in the
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streets protesting the war that many fear is to come. At times
it seems that Tony Blair and George Bush, president of the
United States, are the only people on the planet who are
willing to go to war with Iraq. Certainly, Prime Minister
Blair’s own Labour Party® is up in arms. While Blair is
popular for winning elections for Labour, he is denounced
for leading the charge to war. Three ministers have resigned
from his government, and more than one hundred Labour
members of Parliament® are sure to vote against him on this
day.

It will require every ounce'® of his powers of persuasion

for Blair to convince enough of his Labour allies of the need
for war to win the majority vote. His traditional political
enemies, the Conservatives'!, actually support him on this
issue.

Blair had written most of the speech a few days before,
sitting in another small room upstairs, surrounded by books
on Islam'? (the main religion in Iraq) — and by John Lennon'3
CDs. The main points of his argument he can scribble on
the back of an envelope. They spring from that terrible day
in the United States — September 11, 2001 — when nine-
teen al-Qaeda'® terrorists hijacked!s passenger airplanes
and crashed them into the twin towers of the World Trade
Center in New York and the Pentagon! in Washington, D.
C., launching a global conflict of a kind the world had never
known before.
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Blair outlined his main points:

o Saddam Hussein, the leader of Iraq, was a past,
present, and future threat. Blair and former U.
S. president Bill Clinton had controlled his ac-
tions for years with air strikes against Iraqi mili-
tary targets.

¢ The United States and Great Britain were among
Saddam’s enemies.

¢ The people of the United States were ready to
follow President Bush into war against Saddam.
It was going to happen regardless of what any-
one did or said.

e The people of Great Britain and the rest of
Europe would not support the United States un-
less the United Nations — an international body
set up after World War II (1939-1945) to pro-
mote world peace — played an important role in
the process.

e And finally, it would be better for the world if the
United States had international support and did
not go to war alone.

These were the reasons the stakes!” were so high. Yet,

while the aims of the two world leaders, Bush and Blair,
seemed the same, they were quite different. The Bush ad-
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ministration was focusing on the removal of Saddam from
power in Iraq. Blair was committed to using military power
to create a world based on international cooperation, not
war. The power would be used to encourage nations to work
together for the betterment of all communities and
individuals. Somehow, Prime Minister Blair has to make this
clear to the House of Commons'® and to the U.S. president.

On March 18, 2003, Blair steps into the chamber'® of the
House of Commons and takes his place in the front row of
the Labour benches facing the opposition, the Conservatives.
It is two o’clock in the afternoon. The room is jammed, and
the air charged with electricity and deep emotion. Tony Blair
readies himself for his moment in history. As he rises, the
fate of nations — and of innocent individuals — hangs in the
balance.
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QUESTIONS

Where is Britain’s Prime Minister’s home?

What was his own Labour Party’s attitude to the war?
What was his traditional political enemies, the
Conservatives’ attitude?

When did Blair make the speech to the House of
Commons?

What was Blair’s decision?
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