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Unit One
Understanding Globalization

I . Warming-up:

1. Brainstorming;

Spend a few minutes working with your partner to talk about your understanding of
globalization. And then discuss with your partner how you interpret the following
cartoons/pictures.

Picture one:

Picture two

“You should check your e-mails more
often. | fired you over three weeks ago."
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Picture three:

. e ,
Compositte by D. Boje http://peaceaware.comMcD

Picture four:
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2. ACthIty :

After looking at these pictures, interview a few students in your class about the
changes they have observed around them as the results of the process of
globalization. The questions can be about economy, culture, communications and
personal beliefs. :

Questions asked Student A Student B

1)

2)

3)

4)

II . Vocabulary Exercises:

Do you know the following terms in globalization?

( ) 1. protectionism a. to relegate or confine to a lower or outer limit or
edge, as of social standing
( )2. subsidy b. a company or corporation eperating in more than
o _ two countries s
( )3. dumping c. the integration of cultures and beliefs through
internationalization of trade, communications, and
~ migration ' "
( )4. multinational,  d. monetary assistance granted by a government to a

person or group in support of an enterprise regarded

Uni¢t One Understanding Globalization



as being in the public interest

( )5. marginalize e. the policy of imposing tariffs or quotas on imports in
order to protect home industries from overseas
competition

( )6. globalization f. selling(goods or stock, for example) on the market
in large quantities and at a low price

Ill. Reading

A General View of Globalization

By Douglas Roy

The world of order, tradition and predictability has died.
In its place, a hurricane of change is sweeping our planet.
This hurricane is named “globalization”, and is comprised
of the forces of economics, culture, communications and
personal beliefs. They are winds that threaten to wipe out
diversity across the planet. Indeed, they are changes that
could wipe out humanity itself.

The economic winds, fueled by the trinity of expansion,
growth -and development, provide the hope of increased
income for the world’s poor, but serve largely to enhance

the wealth of multinational corporations whose offices and headquarters are in the
West. In pursuit of profit, they threaten our environment, destroy our cultures,
and enslave the workers of the Third World, a world where unions and labor laws
are unknown.

As a byproduct, the increased worldwide production has produced a catalog of
planet change that threaten our species’ very existence—air and water pollution,
atmospheric change, climate change, nuclear waste, deforestation—the list

seems endless.

The industrial push of the Western corporations and the ethic that propels

Uni¢ One Understanding Globalization




Capitalism has infiltrated cultures worldwide. The names McDonald’s, Coca
Cola, Hollywood, Nike, KFC, Yao Ming are recognized commodities in nearly
every corner of the planet. Western products, western thinking, and western
values are being transmitted by means of entertainment, sports, employment,
education and communications.

A major contributor to this change is the world of communications. Television
brought the world together and showed us that in many ways we are all the same.
The Internet has given humanity the opportunity to talk to one another. Greater
understanding is one byproduct; the expansion of the English language is another.
While much of the world is stil without Internet or computer, those who are
“plugged in” now have the ability to meet, do business, fall in love, or simply
communicate with strangers around the world. It makes us more understanding of
our fellow humans because it has caused a shift in the way we view our world.
This shift has not just changed national or corporate structures, but has changed
our own inner consciousness and identity.

Globalization has made our world less predictable, less set in its ways, a world
that seems erratic, dislocated and out of control. But it offers to spread the fruits
of the 'industrialized world, promising a:Mercedes Benz for every garage. To
‘many, the rewards seem irresistible. Globalization is like a runaway train. Can it
be stopped? Should it be stopped?

1. New Words and Expressions;

predictability
hurricane

be comprised of
diversity
trinity
enhance
headquarter
pursuit
enslave
byproduct
species
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deforestation
infiltrate
propel
commodity
transmit
identity
erratic
dislocate
irresistible

2. Exercises for Comprehension:

1) Find out the metaphors in this article and tell each other the functions of
these metaphors.

2) It is mentioned in the article that globalization also causes bad effect to
environment. Could you give some specific examples to illustrate this

point?

3) According to the author, globalization makes our world less predictable and
more erratic. Do you agree?

4) In the end, two questions have been raised: “Can it be stopped? Should it
be stopped?” What’s your answer?

IV. Listening and Watching: The World Bank View

1. New Words and Expressions:

buzzword millennium integrate unprecedented life expectancy
the haves and the have-nots  reverse  slash  subsidy  in the wake of
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2. Gap-filling:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The issue of globalization is not one of whether you have it or you don’ t

have it. Globalization is here to and it’ s been for a

millennium. There are those who benefit and those who don’ t benefit. Our

task is to make globalization benefit the , wherever they are.

Recent research by the World Bank shows that if increase their
into the world economy, they can achieve , longer life

expectancy and better schooling, whereas the door to

globalization can widen the between the haves and the have-

nots.

And so the issue is not to glgbalization. The issue is to

that the benefits of globalization are passed to all people on our planet.

To achieve this, must be prepared to open up their markets and

slash agricultural subsidies so that developing country exports can

At the same time, more is needed, specifically for education and

health, since neglect of these essentials onIy between the rich and

the poor.

V . Discussion :

After reading and listening to the materials about globalization, what
opportunities and challenges do you think globalization brings to you as
college students? And what should we do to face globalization?

Uni¢ One Understanding Globalization



Unit Two

English and Local Cultures

I . Warming-up:

Share with your partner your English learning experience. How long have
you been learning English? How much time do you devote to English
learning? What do you
think you have got, lost
or changed after learning
English? Use examples to
illustrate your points.

Il . Reading .

The following passage is about
learning English in China.

I work for Pearson Education, the laigest English language publisher in the world. |
have been to Shanghai to bring English teaching software to mainland China. My
opinions may be biased, but | feel strongly that:

You can learn other languages without losing your culture. China has been around
a long time and the culture has remained intact. | think people confuse American
cultural invasion with the fact that people everywhere want prosperity: they want
cars, nice homes, and good life. Having more prosperity is not an import of
America. We have a developed country and we have all these things. For
hundreds of years Europe was the envy and Britain was the ideal , before that it was
France.

English is not the world language because of America. Britain established English in
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