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PREFACE

The end of the Cold War is undoubtedly one of the great transforming events of world
history. Scholars are still grappling with how to explain the dramatic changes that
have altered boundaries on world maps, marked the end of the ideological and geo-
political struggle between the Soviet Union and the United States, and fundamentally
reshaped international politics—all without a major war. Taken together, these aston-
ishing events have provided us with an important opportunity from which to step
back and reexamine our study of world politics. Perhaps no other period in time so
clearly epitomizes the title of (and need for) this book, Conflict and Cooperation:
Evolving Theories of International Relations. Our past and present are full of vivid
accounts of war and conflict. Yet we sometimes forget that our history has been
equally characterized by cooperation between people and states. Just as these rela-
tionships evolve, so too must our theories about the world, how it operates, and our
place within it

The purpose of this book is to present and discuss classic offerings in international
relations theory as well as contemporary selections that propose new ways of inter-
preting human behavior. This type of theorizing is part of a long-standing tradition in
history—attempting to answer the question, ‘Why do people (and, hence, states) act
the way they do?” In answering that question, theories of international relations pro-
vide frameworks that enable scholars and statesmen to describe, analyze, and predict
the behavior of states. The ultimate purpose of such theories is to help formulate
effective policies. .

The difference between this book of readings and others that focus on interna-
tional relations theory lies in both its organization and user friendliness. These two
characteristics are actually linked. First, the organization is based on three traditional
levels of analysis: system, state, and individual, and because many other main text-
books and curricula are structured according to levels of analysis, this reader serves
as a practical complement. Also, this reader serves as an important theoretical conr
plement because the levels serve as important conceptual tools that provide expla-
nations and points of focus; thus, the structure of this book helps to simplify and
organize our thinking about complex international phenomena.

The second difference between this book of readings and others is its user friend-
liness. Because the intent is to provide a survey of some important classical and
contemporary contributions to international rejations theories, the level of reading is
somewhat sophisticated. But, rather than omitting challenging articles, 2 number of
pedagogical tools have been provided to assist the student in the learning process.

First, the introduction to the book discusses the nature of international relations
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theory, theory formulation, and the levels of analysis; this discussion sets the stage
for the entire volume. Second, each of the three parts of the book opens with an
overview of the given level of analysis and of the general characteristics of the theories
falling within that level. Third, a box, which summarizes the core components of
each theory, is placed at the beginning of each chapter. This box promotes quick
understanding of, as well as comparisons among, theories. Fourth, each chapter con-
tains a substantial introduction, which is central to the pedagogical emphasis of this
book. These introductions discuss the development, characteristics, and strengths
and weaknesses of each theory; in addition, they discuss the readings, their individual
themes, and their contributions to the theories. Fifth, each reading is accompanied
by a headnote that provides a brief description of the reading and a biography of the
author. Sixth, two questions at the end of each reading may be used for class discus-
sion or writing assignments. Last, key terms are noted in bold type throughout the
chapter introductions and are listed, with their definitions, at the end of each chap-
ter's introduction. '

This reader is divided into three parts: system, state, and individual levels of
analysis, and including the introductory chapter, it has 10 chapters and 45 readings.
Part I covers the System Level of Analysis. Chapter 2 on Realist Theory presents classic
as well as neoclassic realism, and includes, among others, such thinkers as Thucydi-
des, Machiavelli, Morgenthau, and Waltz. Chapter 3 on Transnationalist Theory pre-
sents the institutional and economic branches of transnationalism. Such writers as
Wilson, Russett, and Sutterlin show how international institutions and law have a vital
role in affecting the behavior of states, and Nye, Keohane, and Reich discuss the
growing influence of economic interdependence and nonstate actors in fostering
cooperation and in guiding world economic policy. Chapter 4 on Class System Theory
includes articles on Marxism, imperialism, dependency, and the roots and implica-
tions of the collapse of the former Soviet Union. Selections are from such writers as
Marx, Wallerstein, and Halliday.

The State Level of Analysis is the subject of Part II. Chapter 5 on Political Cultural
Theory first focuses on regimes and their influence in determining a country’s do-
mestic and foreign policy behavior; of note is Fukuyama’s end of history thesis. The
chapter then focuses on the civilizationists’ arguments, as expressed by Huntington,
which emphasize the impact of culture (e.g., ethnicity, race, religion, language, and
traditions) in shaping the nature of a country and its policies. Chapter 6 on Decision-
making Process Theory shifts to a discussion of how the nuts and bolts of state gov-
ernance affect a country’s behavior. The influence of bureaucracies and policymaking
structures are discussed by such authors as Snyder, Sapin, Bruck, and Levy.

Part III on the Individual Level of Analysis is the final section of the book. Chapter
7 on Human Nature Theory includes classic works on the basic nature of mankind
and on how this nature affects our relations with one another; selections are from
~ Aristotle, Hobbes, and Freud. Chapter 8 on Cognitive Theory presents readings on
the interaction between nature and nurture. Lasswell and Hermann discuss the effects
of personality traits on foreign policy; Jervis analyzes the role of shared perceptions;
and Lagon describes the post-Cold War change in shared beliefs among elite leader-
ship groups. Chapter 9 on Feminist Theory in International Relations provides
excerpts from pioneering efforts to reinterpret the nature of world politics; these
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show how and to what effect feminist perspectives and women have been excluded
from international affairs. In one article, Peterson and Runyan show the influence of
masculinist interpretations on the study and conduct of global politics; in another
article, Tickner argues that gender bias in international relations is reinforced, in part,
by how the discipline is taught. Chapter 10 on Peace Studies Theory also offers a new
approach to the study of international relations; it embraces sociological analysis,
Gandhian nonviolence, and epistemology. Stephenson traces the evolution of peace
studies and describes it as a distinct discipline, and Crews and Stein separately discuss
the goals of peace studies and the varied approaches it employs.

It is vital in our changing environment to acquaint new students of international
relations with contemporary approaches in world affairs. This collection of readings
is one of the few comprehensive sources that offers selections on such important
post-Cold War theories as political culture (regimist and civilizationist), feminism, and
peace studies. With current shifts in international politics resulting from the break-
down of the Soviet Union and of the bipolar global environment of the Cold War,
new theories of international affairs now have more opportunity to be considered in
the academic and policymaking communities.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY?

More than ever, our lives today are shaped by the world in which we iive and the
people, or groups of people, that surround us. We have formed boundaries, cultures,
and communitics that define what we call nations. The relationship of nations and
their behavior toward one another, international relations, is what makes up our
human history.

Scholars throughout that history have studied the human condition—assessing,
evaluating, and even predicting patterns of behavior—using and developing various
theories. A theory is a proposition, or set of propositions, that tries to analyze, explain
or predict something. An international relations theory, then, is defined as a set
of principles and guidelines used to analyze both world events and relations between
states. International relations scholars often interchange various terms with theory,
such as paradigm, model, image, or perspective. Whatever the words, the important
thing to remember is that theories help to assess past and present conditions and, in
turn, provide a reasonable basis for predicting future trends.

The development of international relations theory could be compared to a lab-
oratory experiment. A scientist uses his knowledge of specific elements and their
properties to predict how they might behave in various combinations and under
specific conditions, as well as to produce a certain reaction or outcome. Theories
about international relations are formed in a similar way. In this case, though, the
laboratory is the international system as a whole, and we must speculate about the
behavior of the states and individuals within it.

Theories of international relations can be grouped into two broad categories:
explanatory theories and prescriptive theories. As the name implies, explanatory
theories try to explain events and circumstances. They are based on description and
evaluation of past events, conditions, and patterns of behavior. Scholars form a theory
based on how nations have acted and interacted in the past in order to predict what
their future behavior might be. For example, many theorists have studied past wars,
trying to find certain patterns of behavior that might tell them why war is such a
perennial problem in international relations. One popular international relations the-
ory, realism, can be considered an explanatory theory.

Prescriptive theories, also referred to as normative theories, do not discount the
value of historical experience but also incorporate moral principles and the setting
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of goals. A prescriptive theory is a set of principles or guidelines that contain overt
value judgements about how the world ought to be, rather than how the world
actually is. Prescriptive theory often involves the development of standards or prin-
ciples for the conduct of international relations. Based on both past and contemporary
conditions and patterns, theories prescribe or suggest a particular course of action,
policy, or doctrine. This prescription is designed to improve and enhance relations
between states within the international system. Peace studies is an example of this
category of prescriptive theories. Many theories, such as transnationalism and class
system theory, actually cross over, incorporating both the explanatory method and
prescription.

Finally, it is important to note that a theory may be carrect, incorrect, or even
partially correct. In the end, it is up to the individual student to decide for him- or
herself which theory or theories provide the most accurate and useful guidelines for
understanding the course of global politics.

How Is International Relations Theory Formed?

We have discussed what international relations theory is, now let us address the
question of how it is formed. In putting together different theories of international
relations, social scientists and scholars of world affairs consider a number of factors.
They are not simply looking at distinct, isolated events that have occurred over the
course of history. They must also take into account the various elements that acted
as the driving force of the crises.

These elements provide important clues in discovering how a crisis originated.
The nature of the states and system when not in crisis can serve as a starting point
for the investigation. That is, the specific details of a crisis lose their meaning if we
do not know what led up to the event and what happened afterwards.

Scholars begin with what is called a hypothesis. For all intents and purposes, a
hypothesis is essentially an educated guess or proposition about how or why some-
thing—an event or specific set of conditions—occurred. A hypothesis must, however,
have a certain degree of probability; if one does not believe something to be possible,
there is no point in determining its likelihood.

The hypothesis is then put to the test using certain methods. The methodology
commonly employed in the development of international relations theory consists of
several components, used either singly or in combination: analysis of historical events,
conditions, or progressions; reasoned deduction based on the facts or evidence; and
assessment of quantitative data.

By using these techniques, scholars and students of international relations come
up with theories about the behavior and interaction of states. These theories might
be explained through case studies. A case study uses a specific event, set of circum-
stances, or period of time to introduce and/or exemplify the key concepts of a given
theory. A concept is an idea, thought or notion derived from the theory.

There can be no absolutes in theorizing about international relations, particularly
given the vaguaries and random actions that can, and do, occur in human interaction.
Unlike many stable, constant elements of a laboratory experiment—whether solids,



