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2 SUCCESSFUL WRITING — BOOK 3

PART | LEAD-IN

Purpose: This part serves as unit orientation, the purpose of which is to re-activate
students’ existing knowledge and experience in the related area so as to get them actively
involved in the process of study, which emphasizes learning through discovery.

Task 1

Suggestions for teaching

Ask the students to work in pairs first to discuss these guestions and share each other’s
knowledge. Then on the basis of the pair work, ask each of them to write a short narrative
essay about their own experience of being a salesperson. Lead-in activity should take no
more than 30 minutes.

PART Il SAMPLE WRITING

Suggestions for teaching

The approach adopted here is that of induction; that is, the teacher should help the students
find out how the author has tried to make his description of a place effective. Students
should be encouraged to think, to imagine, to discover and then to draw a conclusion.

Task 2

Suggested answers to the questions

1. They may have decided that the young people were of a lower class or undesirable eth-
nic group and thus beneath courtesy.

2. Answers will vary, but character is probably the least important since the four young
people are not extensively delineated or described.

3. Answers will vary, but students may come up with something like the following as a
state of the theme: Despite their honest efforts to succeed, young and poor people are
often met with indifference from those who are older or well-to-do.
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Task 3
The answer is open.

PART IV IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Task 4

Suggested answers

1. A glove smacked against my head. I pivoted, striking out stiffly as someone went past
.... Then it seemed as though all nine of the boys had turned upon me at once. Blows
pounded me from all sides while I struck out as best I could. So many blows landed upon
me that I wondered if I were not the only blindfolded fighter in the ring ... .

2. ... I could no longer control my motions. I had no dignity. I stumbled (VERB) about
like a baby or a drunken man. The smoke had become thicker (ADJECTIVE) and with
each new blow it seemed to sear (VERB) and further restrict (VERB) my lungs. My
saliva became (VERB) like hot bitter glue. A glove connected with (VERB) my head,
filling my mouth with warm (ADJECTIVE) blood. It was everywhere. 1 could not tell
if the moisture 1 felt upon my body was sweat or blood. A blow landed hard against the

nape of my neck. I felt myself going over, my head hitting the floor. Streaks of blue
(ADJECTIVE) light filled the black (ADJECTIVE) world behind the blindfold. I lay
prone (ADVERB), pretending that 1 was knocked out, but felt myself seized by hands

and yanked (VERB) to my feet. “Get going, black boy! Mix it up!” My arms were like

lead (NOUN), my head smarting (VERB) from blows. I managed to feel my way to

the ropes and held on, trying to catch my breath. A glove landed in my midsection and
I went over again (ADVERB), fecling as though the smoke had become a knife jabbed
(ADJECTIVE) into my guts. Pushed this way and that by the legs milling around me, I
finally (TRANSITION) pulled erect and discovered that I could see the black, sweat-
washed forms weaving in the smoky, blue atmosphere like drunken (ADJECTIVE) danc-
ers weaving to the rapid (ADJECTIVE) drum-like thuds of blows.




4 SUCCESSFUL WRITING — BOOK 3

Task 5

Suggested answers

The narrator recalls a past experience of losing a toy bear and getting

Plot . A ;
it back again with the help of his father.
Characters The narrator “I1”, father and mother.
et Outside a cabin near a river in Tuolumne Meadows of Yosemite,
ctting

where the family is on vacation.

Point of view | The story is told from the first-person point of view.

Task 6
The answer is open.

PART V AFTER-CLASS ACTIVITIES v

Task 7

The answer is open.

Task 8

A sample essay
My Last Date?

I couldn’t believe it. Here I was going to the movies with Bryan Johnson. The same
Bryan Johnson I’d had a crush on in the seventh grade; the same Bryan Johnson who intim-
idated me like no one I'd ever met before; the same Bryan Johnson I'd been unable to get
out of my mind for the last two months.

@ Selected from http: //www. pitt. edu/~atteberr/comp/0200/samplepap/narsamps. html
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“Do you want to listen to something?” he asked as we drove down the Interstate.

I was so wrapped up in my thoughts I hadn’t realized the CD had ended.

“Yea, sure.”

“How about Counting Crows?” he suggested.

1 shook my hcad. “Bad memories attached to that album,” 1 said, thinking of my ex-
boyfriend.

He smiled, “We’ll attach some good ones to it.”

He was always smooth with the lines.

And he was soooo good looking. His face was striking the first time you saw it and
kept getting better. I knew that he liked me, and I knew this was a date. We had pretend-
ed it was just two friends hanging out, but it wasn’t. He had come all the way from State
College to see me. That’s a long trip for a movie with a friend.

He looked at me. Fortunately, it was dark enough that he couldn’t see me blushing.

“What are you thinking about?” he asked, hoping I’m sure, to hear more than I was
willing to say.

“Oh, this and that.” 1 said trying not to sound nervous.

He smiled.

“My friend has a cabin not too far from here, and he gave me the key. Let’s skip the
movie and spend the night at the cabin.”

My heart jumped. To be honest I had fantasized about something like this. My parents
were out of town for the weekend, so the opportunity was perfect. But I didn’t expect such
a direct invitation.

“I dunno,” 1 said weakly.

That was (by the way) the dumbest thing I ever said, but I was scared.

“Why not?” He replied easily.

“Let’s go to the movie,” I said after a moment.

He looked at me across the darkness.

“OK,” he said.

He took me home right after, and I haven’t seen him since. I ought to feel good about
that night, but I don’t. My parents would have been proud of me, but loneliness is a bad
thing, and there are a lot of nights when I think about Bryan’s face in the darkness, and
I'd give a lot to have that chance over again. (415 words)

Task 9
The answer is open.

Task 10
The answer is open.






