F1LE TineEid | O N

and
Everyday
Life



and
Everyday
Life

FIFTH EDITION

Marcus Felson
Texas State University

Mary Eckert
MA Eckert Consulting, LLC

®)SAGE

Los Angeles | London | New Delhi
Singapore | Washington DC | Boston



®)SAGE

Los Angeles | London | New Delhi
Singapore | Washington DC | Boston

FOR INFORMATION:

SAGE Publications, Inc,
2455 Teller Road
Thousand Oaks, California 91320

E-mail: order@sagepub.com

SAGE Publications Ltd.
1 Oliver's Yard

55 City Road

London EC1Y 1SP
United Kingdom

SAGE Publications India Pvt. Ltd.

B 1/I 1 Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area
Mathura Road, New Delhi 110 044

India

SAGE Publications Asia-Pacific Pte, Ltd.
3 Church Street

#10-04 Samsung Hub

Singapore 049483

Acquisitions Editor: Jerry Westby
Editorial Assistant: Laura Kirkhuff
Production Editor: Jane Haenel
Copy Editor: Terri Lee Paulsen
Typesetter: Hurix Systems Pvt.Ltd.
Proofreader: Victeria Reed-Castro
Indexer: Terri Corry

Cover Designer: Michael Dubowe
Marketing Manager: Terra Schultz

Copyright © 2016 by SAGE Publications, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Felson, Marcus, 1947

Crime and everyday life / Marcus Felson, Mary Eckert, —
Fifth edition.

pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-4833-8468-9 (pbk. : alk. paper)

|. Crime—United States. 2. Crime prevention—United States.
3. Social control. 1. Eckert, Mary (Mary A.) I Title.

HV6789.F45 2015
364.973—dc23
2014049340

This book is printed on acid-free paper.

SF Certified Sourcmg
wwwsflprugrarn org

SFI-00453

SFllabel applies to text stock

51617 18191098 7654321



PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION

The purpose of this book is to help you play a role in reducing crime. To
achieve that goal, you need to think clearly about crime and to discern
very practical ways to act against it

We start the book by helping you overcome popular fallacies about crime.
Then we offer the fundamentals for thinking about crime in tangible terms.
We continue with important examples and principles for crime reduction in
real life. Throughout the book we focus on practical ideas and specific crime
problems, and what to do about each.

Our book uses plain language and plain thinking. That means avoiding
grand theorizing. Instead, we build the book on a middle-range theory—the
routine activiry approach. With the help of the “crime triangle.” that approach
is easy to learn and remember. We also offer very practical methods for reduc-
ing crime, drawing from situational crime prevention.

Instead of studying “criminality™ in a broad and general sense, we focus on
criminal acts in a more specific way. This book emphasizes modus operandi—who.
what, when, where, and how each specific type of crime occurs. We always
ask, “What can be done here and now to prevent crime from happening?” The
answer requires learning how the offender thinks and what the offender wants.
Even violent offenders respond to practical changes in the settings where vio-
lent acts occur. In explaining criminal events and offender decisions, we offer
you a clear perspective for thinking about crime and a practical guide for acting
against it.

This is the fifth edition of a book that first appeared two decades ago.
The book keeps changing. The current edition is filled with material never
presented elsewhere. We offer additional details, refined ideas, and updated
references. We add entirely new information on crime multipliers, and on
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Preface to the Fifth Edition Xili

routine activity trajectories as youths develop. We elaborate greatly how
juvenile delinquency occurs and how juvenile street gangs emerge. We offer
new examples of situational crime prevention, and clarify principles on how to
secure residential neighborhoods.

Despite these changes, this edition is shorter than the last. We worked
very hard to streamline the writing, saying more in fewer words. We use the
first-person singular through most of the book in order to personalize the mes-
sage and strengthen communication. Our purpose is simple: We want you to
remember what we teach long after you have graduated. Your long-term
assignment is the most important one—to find practical ways to reduce crime.

Marcus Felson and Mary Eckert
Austin, Texas
August 2014
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EIGHT FALLACIES ABOUT CRIME

Idon't believe in grand theory. Instead this book is built on a “middle range
-theory™ that does not try to cover all human misbehavior on a very general
level. Instead I offer you a practical understanding of crime and its prevention,
organizing information so it will be easy to learn and remember.

That requires controlling our emotions. We are all angered when we learn
of suffering crime victims. people wrongly convicted of crimes, or people who
destroy their own lives or those of others. But we cannot let our natural emo-
tions prevent us from examining all the facts and thinking clearly about crime.

I 'have developed the routine activity approach as a middle-range theory to
help you study crime without getting lost. It is very practical for policy, too, for it
treats the criminal act as a tangible event occurring within the physical world. The
routine activity approach focuses on exactly how, when, and where crime occurs.
In this book I hope to teach you something about crime you do not know already.
First, I ask you, as the reader, to overcome these eight fallacies about crime:

|. Dramatic fallacy

8]

Cops-and-courts fallacy

(]

Not-me fallacy

Innocent-youth fallacy
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Ingenuity fallacy
Organized-crime fallacy

Big gang fallacy
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Agenda fallacy



2 CRIME AND EVERYDAY LIFE

These fallacies keep coming back again and again via the media and in
unusual stories people tell that misrepresent what normally happens with
crime. A Chicago home is burgled. The owner calls police, expecting them to
show up with a crime-scene team and to go find the burglar. In reality, big-city
police may not show up at all for an ordinary burglary! Or they might arrive
after the burglar has been gone for some time. If the victim demands a full
investigation, the officer might declare, “Lady, you've been watching too much
television.”

On television big crimes have big investigations, but that does not represent
real life. This book is about crime as it really happens. My challenge to you is
not only to learn these fallacies, but to fortify yourself with them and withstand
the daily bombardment of dramatic misinformation about crime.

THE DRAMATIC FALLACY

Note that I call my middle-range theory “the routine activity approach.”
I work very hard to avoid being distracted by dramatic crimes. One semester
a student came to me before the first class and asked, “Is this about serial

v

murderers?” and 1 told her no—this class will emphasize ordinary thefts and
fights. She dropped the course. Are you willing to learn about most crime as it
really occurs?

Dramatic crimes get more attention because they make a better story. News
media know that perfectly well. In fact, plenty of people make money talking about
nonrepresentative crime. Included are 24-hour news cable channels that compete
with the networks for viewers—CNN, Fox, C-SPAN, and MSNBC—plus many
specialized cable channels, such as TNT, A&E, HBO. TBS, and Spike TV.

Even before cable news existed, television and other media would
seek strange and violent incidents to keep their ratings high. The media are
interested in romantic murders by jealous lovers, shootouts between felons
and police officers, and extreme or clever types of murder—whether the events
were true or made up for movies or fictional series.

Yet most criminal acts are not very clever or romantic. The dramatic
fallacy states that the most publicized offenses are very distant from real life.
The media are carried away by a horror-distortion sequence. They find a
horror story and then entertain the public with it. They make money on it while



