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Passage 1

Spring Festival is the most important holiday of the year. The
festival, usually falling in February according to the solar calendar, is a
time of family reunion. For centuries, people have been returning to
their homes to celebrate with their families. In old times, even prisoners
were allowed to join their families,

Traditionally » people wore new clothes, set off firecrackers and
ate jiaozi (dumplings) to celebrate Spring Festival. But in 1980s, on
the eve of Spring Festival, the Spring Festival Evening Party offered
by the China Central Television began to attract the largest. But to-
day, CCTV is gradually losing its audiences while the elderly still
watch the Spring Festival performances, younger generations are turn-
ing elsewhere for their holiday fun. As China rapidly changes, so does
the way the Chinese celebrate Spring Festival?

Many families no longer make jiaozi or have reunion dinners at
home. Instead they eat frozen dumplings or dine out. Some elderly
people lament this loss of tradition as a loss of family unity and emo-
tional ex-change. Like instant frozen foods, people’s emotions grow
more “instant. ” Exchanging greeting by phones have made people not
as intimate as before,

Foreign holidays have contributed to the indifference to Chinese
festivals. The top four foreign holidays celebrated by the Chinese are
Christmas, Mother’s Day, Valentine’s Day and Father’s Day. The
Chinese celebrate these foreign holidays to express their feelings toward
friends and relatives.

The diversification of modern people’s recreation has made the
traditional Spring Festival amusements less attractive. That one can

e 2



Level 1

celebrate the New Year every day if he or she has money is a slogan
known to all Chinese. With two-day weekends and many festivals,
people are less interested in Spring Festival. People are attracted to
sports like bowling, badminton, and rock climbing from mahjong and
wine tables.

More and more Chinese now choose to travel during the festival,
Spring Festival has changed {rom a slack tourist season to a golden sea-
son. All tour groups are filled weeks before the festival begins, and
airplane and train tickets are filled weeks before the festival begins,
and airplane and train tickets are difficult to come by. Today, more
and more people like to celebrate the lunar year in foreign countries.

With the development of communications, many Chinese express
their New Year’s wishes to their relatives and friends by calling,
paging» or sending e-mails. People’s expectations of Spring Festival
are different from they expected in the past—people are now more
worldly and more ready to state their wants, This is a normal phenom-
enon and the economy and introduction of foreign culture,

(427 words)

Comprehension Tasks :

L. According to the solar calendar, the spring Festival usually is in
A. January B. February C. March D. December

2. According to Paragraph 2, which of the following statements is
true?
A. A large number of people watched the Spring Festival Evening

party performances in 1980s,
B. Everyone still watch the Spring Festival performances nowadays.
« 3.
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C. The elderly don’t watch the Spring Festival performances today.

D. Younger generations are tending to watch Spring Festival per-
formances for fun today.
3. According to passage, Spring Festival now is different from that in
the past in many aspects except
A. many families no longer make jiaozi or have reunion dinners at
home.
B. many people exchange their greeting and New Year’s wishes by
phones.
C. more and more people like to celebrate the lunar year in foreign
countries.
D. more and more people would like to celebrate the festival alone.
4. The top four foreign holidays celebrated by the Chinese are

A. Christmas, Children’s Day, Valentine’s Day and Father’s Day.
B. Christmas, Mother’s Day, Thanksgiving Day and Father’s Day.
C. Christmas, Mother’s Day, Valentine's Day and Father’s Day.
D. Christmas, Mother’s Day, Valentine’s Day and Halloween.

5. Today , the way the Chinese celebrate Spring Festival changes be-
cause .
A. the old traditions could not attract Chinese now.
B. people’s emotions grow more “instant” and changeable.
C. Chinese celebrate foreign holidays to replace the Spring Festival.
D. the development of economy and introduction of foreign culture

change people’s thoughts.
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Passage 2

Man’s eating habits are undergoing a revolution. Over-consump-
tion of high-calorie foods is giving way to safer, healthier and more nu-
tritious diets. People have begun to be more scientific about food intake
and now seek a harmonious relationship with nature. Green food is at
the heart of this new movement,

With increasing per capita income, the development of agriculture
and economic growth since the late 1970s, the Chinese have thought
more about food quality than quantity. Getting enough is no longer the
problem.

People today are indifferent toward chicken, fish and meat, the
old symbols of good life instead; they take great delight in talking
about health food. Green food is quality food-uncontaminated, safe and
nutritious. Production and processing methods follow special specifica-
tions,

China’s green food industry started in the early 1990s. At pre-
sent, green food consumption is constantly increasing in China’s large
and medium-sized cities. Surveys in Beijing and Shanghai indicate that
79 to 84 percent of local residents look for green food. There is obvi-
ously great potential demand in China.

Man’s food comes exclusively from the biosphere, 98 percent pro-
vided by land and 2 percent by water. Protecting natural resources and
the environment is of paramount importance and necessary to food pro-
duction. China has 1. 2 billion people and adds 15 million every year.
Population, environment and resources have become important issues
for the whole nation. Development of green food, which helps protect
the land and the overall environment, is therefore of even greater sig-

« 5 .
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nificance.

Chinese agriculture was weak and inefficient for a long tine. One
of the major reasons was the separation of agriculture, industry and
trade from each other. A disconnection between production, supply
and marketing led to low added value of agricultural products. Only by
upgrading the quality of agricultural products and the standard of the
food industry through science and technology can we raise the added
value of agricultural products and achieve greater economic benefits.

Green food production in China is subject to strict quality control
and technical management from the field to the dinner table. Technolo-
gy plays an important role in every link of the chain, while technical
management helps individual forms and rural households step onto the
track of integrated development and contributes to meeting marketing
demands,

In China, green food development was launched by the govern-
ment as an organized program and “governmental behavior” rules in an
effort to respond to environmental and resource demands. At the same
time it shows the will of the Chinese government to work for the bene-
fit of the people and its sense of responsibility in working, for the fu-
ture of all humankind.

(433 words)

Comprehension Tasks :

1. The topic of the passage is
A. eating habits B. green food
C. agriculture D. environment

2. Green food is
A. chicken, fish and meat.
. 6 *
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B. natural food growing in the fields,
C. uncontaminated, safe and nutritious food.
D. high-calorie food made under strict technical management.

. Chinese agriculture was weak and inefficient for a long time because

A. population in China was increasing quickly.
B. agriculture products had no value.
C. government paid no attention to its development,
D, it was separated from industry and trade.
. Green food production in China needs
A. fields B. farmers C. industry
D. strict quality control and technical management

. “Government behavior” in green food development shows that

A. government wants to protect the land and the environment.
B. government would like to work for the benefit of the people.

C. government contributes to worldwide sustainable development,
D. All of above.
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Passage 3

When we think of time we tend to think of the ways in which we
measure the passing of time, such as a clock or watch, but not of time
itself. So what is time? Exactly what is it that we are measuring? H
you can read a clock, you can know the time of the day. But no one
knows what time itself is, We cannot see it, neither can we touch it or
hear it. It seems that the nature of time still remains one of the biggest
mysteries in the world.

One way to think about time is to imagine a world without time.
There could be no movement, because time and movement cannot be
separated. A world without time could exist only as long as there were
no changes. For time and change are linked, we know that time has
passed when something changes. A

In the real world, the world with time, changes never stop. Some
changes happen only once in a while. Others happen repeatedly, like
the rising and setting of the sun. Humans always have noted that na-
tural events that repeat themselves. When people began to count such
events, they began to measure time,

In early human history, the only changes that seemed to repeat
themselves evenly were the movements of objects in the sky. The most
easily seen result of these movements was the difference between light
and darkness, The sun rises in the eastern sky, producing light. It
moves across the sky and sinks in the west, causing darkness. The ap-
pearance and disappearance of the sun was even and unfailing. The pe-
riods of light and darkness it created were the first accepted periods of
time, We have named each period of light and darkness ONE DAY.

People saw the sun rise higher in the sky during the summer than

180



