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Preface

I wrote this book as a PhD thesis at the Radboud University Nijmegen (the Neth-
erlands). After I started writing in 2005, European company law on cross-border
mergers developed rapidly. The European Court of Justice ruled in the important
cases SEVIC and Cartesio, and in 2007 the Tenth Council Directive entered into
force, enabling limited liability companies in the European Union to participate in
cross-border mergers. As a consequence, various Member States such as Germany
and the United Kingdom could no longer postpone the implementation of the tax
merger arrangements of the 1990 Merger Directive. Also from a tax point of view,
the past years were years of change.

In my research I have tried to shed light on the scope and interpretation of the
tax merger arrangements of the Merger Directive, and the tax merger arrangements
in the Netherlands and Germany. Although these arrangements were set up on valid
principles, many tax obstacles which hamper economically useful cross-border
mergers continue to exist. My topical challenge to come up with proposals and
recommendations on the removal of these obstacles was fascinating.

I am grateful to the Council of the European Union for granting me access to
their Archives with the unpublished legal history of the Merger Directive. I would
like to thank Professor Wolfgang Schon for granting me the possnbnllty to stay at
the Max-Planck-Institut fiir Steuerrecht und Offentliche Finanzen in Munich. Spe-
cial thanks go to my supervisor, Professor Gerard Meussen, for commenting my
draft texts and ideas thoroughly, swiftly and patiently. The author would like to
thank Margaret Nettinga for reviewing the text.

Any comments or questions on the contents of this book are most welcome at
h.vandenbroek @jur.ru.nl

Harm van den Broek
September 2011
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