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ECONOMIC GLOBALISATION AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

Economic globalisation is one of the guiding paradigms of the twenty-
first century. The challenge it implies for human rights is fundamental,
and key questions have up to now received no satisfying answers. How can
human rights protect human dignity when economic globalisation has an
adverse impact on local living conditions? How should human rights
evolve in response to a global economy in which non-statal actors are
decisive forces? Economic Globalisation and Human Rights sets out to
assess these and other questions to ensure that, as economic globalisation
intensifies, human rights take up the central and crucial position that they
deserve. Using a multidisciplinary methodology, leading scholars reflect
on issues such as the need for global ethics, the localisation of human
rights, the role of human rights in WTO law, and efforts to make interna-
tional economic organisations more accountable and multinational cor-
porations more socially responsible.
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The present book is the first in the new series of EIUC Studies in Human
Rights and Democratisation. The European Inter-University Centre for
Human Rights and Democratisation in Venice, Italy is the principal
Furopean Human Rights and Democratisation Centre supported by
almost 40 renowned European universities, the European Union, the
Region of Veneto, the City of Venice and other strategic partners.
Professors, researchers, teachers and experts from all over Europe and
from different scientific disciplines and partner organisations are active
in the Centre’s programmes and teaching activities. One of the main
objectives of the EIUC is to create a fertile environment for research and
research cooperation and the transformation of the results of that coop-
eration into realistic policies. The EIUC studies aim to publish the best
scholarly work on Human Rights and Democratisation resulting from
that process of academic cooperation in the Venice Centre and its
member universities. The series is not limited to lawyers’ discourse alone.
It encompasses the scientific disciplinary and interdisciplinary dialogue
on Human Rights and Democratisation as practiced in research and
teaching in the Centre’s activities.

The first book reflects in approach and outcome the overall aim of the
EIUC series to enrich the academic discourse on Human Rights and
Democratisation with innovative contributions which also facilitate the
transfer of academic and institutional expertise into the public sphere. By
means of a multidisciplinary methodology the authors identify the rele-
vance of human rights for economic globalisation. The contributions as
well as the introduction and conclusions provide a comprehensive and
original guidance on the interrelation between areas of international
commercial activities and institutional responsibilities as well as the nor-
mative environment in which such activities are embedded. EIUC owes
gratitude to the volume editors and the authors of the present volume.
Wolfgang Benedek, Koen de Feyter, Fabrizio Marrella have been able
together with the other EIUC professors to collaborate successfully in the
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process of multidisciplinary research on a new, fragmented and ever-
changing subject setting a significant example for future project cooper-
ation in the field. We would also like to express our thanks to the EIUC
Board and the EIUC Assembly members who have been supporting the
project of a new series with dedication and patience.

The series would not exist without the support of Finola O’Sullivan
from Cambridge University Press. We would like to thank her for her
guidance, encouragement and assistance.

Horst Fischer

Fabrizio Marrella
Florence Benoit-Rohmer
Michael O’Flaherty



PREFACE

The challenge that economic globalisation as one of the 21st century’s
guiding paradigms implies for human rights is fundamental. While the
scientific discourse on globalisation has intensified and an ever growing
body of research in economic globalisation can be ascertained, key ques-
tions have up to now found no satisfying answers.

Economic Globalisation and Human Rights sets out to address this
gap. Questions that delimitate the multifaceted impact of globalisation
on the very conception of human rights, and on their future, include:
How can human rights protect human dignity when economic glo-
balisation has adverse impacts on local living conditions? To what
extent and into which direction should human rights evolve in
response to a global economy in which non-statal actors are decisive
forces? In this collection leading scholars assess these and other ques-
tions. Using a multidisciplinary methodology the contributors aim at
ensuring that, as economic globalisation intensifies, human rights take
up the central position that they deserve as a global value system.
Reflecting on issues ranging from the need for a global ethic to the
localisation of human rights, from the role of human rights in the
WTO and the World Bank to efforts to make international economic
organisations more accountable and multinational corporations more
socially responsible, the contributors show that economic globalisation
cannot be an end in itself, but is shaped and enriched by the globalisa-
tion of human rights.

We are proud that this volume is the first in a series initiated by
the European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and
Democratisation in Venice, Italy, and coordinated by Horst Fischer, to
whom we are grateful for his tireless efforts. We would also like to
extend our thanks to Finola O’Sullivan of Cambridge University Press
for her support and assistance. Gratitude is further owed to Julie Self
for her thorough and thoughtful copy-editing. We also gratefully
acknowledge the valuable contribution of our editorial assistant,
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Matthias C. Kettemann of the University of Graz, for the completion of
this book.

October 2006 Wolfgang Benedek
Koen De Feyter
Fabrizio Marrella
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