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The Wiley Handbooks in Education offer a capacious and comprehensive overview
of higher education in a global context. These state-of-the-art volumes offer a
magisterial overview of every sector, sub-field and facet of the discipline—from
reform and foundations to K-12 learning and literacy. The Handbooks also engage
with topics and themes dominating today’s educational agenda—mentoring,
technology, adult and continuing education, college access, race and educational
attainment. Showcasing the very best scholarship that the discipline has to offer,
The Wiley Handbooks in Education will set the intellectual agenda for scholars,
students, researchers for years to come.
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Foreword

The first reference book developed specifically for researchers in the field of social studies
education, the Handbook of Research on Social Studies Teaching and Learning, was pub-
lished in 1991, initiating a short sequence of such volumes. Seventeen years later, in 2008,
Levstik and Tyson’s Handbook of Research in Social Studies Education provided an import-
ant update of the status of the field and the research challengeg that lay ahead. Now, in
mid-2016 at this writing, Manfra and Bolick’s Wiley Handbook of Social Studies Research
nears publication.

This handbook, like its two predecessors, will be an important resource for a spectrum of
users. The book’s three sections encompass a wide variety of topics, grouped within
the categories of (a) foundations for social studies research, (b) frameworks for guiding
such research, and (c) research on social studies teaching and learning. The second section,
on foundations, has two chapters that are significant departures from the content of the first
handbook.

After rather heated, indecisive discussion by the first handbook’s advisory committee,
I decided as editor that, rather than including a chapter on gender issues, all authors would
be asked to be attentive to gender issues relevant to their topics. Unfortunately, the hoped-
for permeation of the text did not occur: Brief sections in two chapters—on “culturally
diverse students” and “teaching and learning economics”—are the only gender citations in
the handbook’s subject index. In contrast, the current handbook has chapters on “gender
and feminist scholarship” and “sexuality and queer theory” that reflect the growing societal
awareness of the effects of gender and sexual discrimination. As I write today, two news
topics indicate the growing relevance of the two chapters: discriminatory government
actions to restrict restroom use by transsexual individuals and, in a different arena, the
possibility that this year the United States will finally join other nations in electing a woman
to the presidency.

Seasoned social studies researchers will quickly identify which of the 23 topical chapters
in the 2016 handbook are of interest to them. Most will also find Chapter 24, “Social Studies
Scholarship Past, Present, and Future,” Carole Hahn’s concluding commentary on the
current state of social studies scholarship as reflected in the three social studies research
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handbooks, to be informative. Neophyte researchers, including many graduate students,
less familiar with the field and searching for viable research ideas and compatible method-
ology, may want to turn first to that resource—not only for the overview of the field, but for
the explicit and implied suggestions of potentially productive research areas, strategies, and
methods. Hopefully, each reader will find the handbook to be helpful in the formulation of
fruitful research questions and the design of productive studies.

James P. Shaver
Montana City, Montana
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