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INTRODUCTION TO BOOK I & 1I

A Course in Communicative Chirnese is an elementary course
intended for foreign adult learners of Chinese whose mother
tongue is English or who use English as a major med_ium of com-
munication.

This set of textbooks aims at developing the learners’ ability
to use Chinese for everyday communication as well as laying a
good foundation for further studies of the language. To achieve
these aims, the compilers have made their endeavours to present
the material on the basis of a study on peculiarities of the Chi-
nese language, through absorbing strong points from available
foreign language textbooks at home and abroad, and by breaking
down old conventions of development of teaching materials. Fea-
tures concerning principles and methods in the course design are
reflected in the following aspects:

1. The functional-structural organization of language con-
tent is adopted. The texts, presentations and exercises in the
course are prepared mainly for cultivating the learners’ commu-
nicative competence to “do things and express ideas with words”
while at the same time for enabling them to have a quite compre-

hensive and systematic command of the sounds, lexical items and
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grammatical forms of modern Chinese. In the light of principles
of second language learning, priority is given to the most com-
monly-used language items and linguistic forms that the learners
may urgently need in certain everyday situations. After consider-
able practice of the language items, some important grammar
points, words and/or phrases are selected from them for expla-
nation and practice so as to help the learners further grasp the
language items they have learned. This way of organizing and
presenting material not only suits the language needs of the
learners but also comforms to the general rules of process of cog-
nition. Therefore, it is considered as a quite successful approach
to foreign language teaching at the present time,

2.- Attention is paid to the special needs and actual condi-
tions of our readers, for the compilers believe that it is almost
impossible for any Chinese textbook to be suitable for learners of
all countries and that any learner of Chinese may prefer text-
books which are specially prepared in accordance with his or her
own conditions or with the actual conditions of other learners in
his or her own countries. In this course, therefore, the compil-
ers make every effort to meet the needs for learning Chinese of
learners in English-speaking countries. The selection and grad-
ing of the functional-notional items and grammar points, treat-
ment of the notes and presentations as well as placement of em-
phasis on the practice and reviews are all designed, to the best of
the compilers’ abilities, on the basis of the characteristics and
demands of learners who are native speakers of English. In view
of the characteristics of beginners of Chinese, Book T & II focus

on developing the learners’ abilities in listening and speaking and
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meanwhile take account of practice in reading and writing.

3. Stress is laid on introduction to information of Chinese
culture. Language is a vehicle of culture. Only by acquainting
oneself with the relevant cultural background knowledge of the
target language can a learner master the foreign language being
learned. Therefore, this course places considerable emphasis on
introduction to knowledge and information of Chinese culture.
Book I &. Il mainly introduce “cultural communication informa-
tion” in Chinese. That is, the learners will not only be taught
what to say and how to say in various situations but also be ac-
quainted with relevant knowledge concerning social customs in
everyday life, speech conventions and modes of thinking of the
Chinese people. Apart from the cultural input into the notes and
presentations of each unit, learners’ deeper understanding of
such input through practice is also required. The compilers re-
gard this way of teaching culture as helpful to the learners’ cor-
rect and appropriate use of Chinese and faster mastery of the lan-
guage.

4. The spiral or cyclical approach is adopted in arranging
the language content. In Book I & 1I, the “thematic area organi-
zation” of functional-notional items and their linguistic realiza-
tions or “exponents” is also employed along with the spiral ap-
proach. That is, commonly-used functional-notional items the
learners need the most are grouped into ten themes as the topics
of the ten units in each book; each unit contains several similar
functional-notional items, relevant linguistic knowledge and situ-
ations in daily communication, and is further divided into three

lessons and one unit exercise. In Book II, the topics and the
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functional-notional items in each unit remain the same as or simi-
lar to those having appeared in Book I, but the linguistic forms
needed for the speech functions become more and more difficult,
the situations in everyday communication more and more compli-
cated, and the range of the cultural knowledge wider and wider.
Through such a spiral approach and thematic area organization,
frequency and opportunity of recurrence of important linguistic
items might be more proper. In addition, the learners’ linguistic
knowledge and communicative commpetence will be constantly
reinforced and developed as -they proceed in such a cyclical way of
learning. ‘

5. The course is easy to learn for those who wish to teach
themselves Chinese. The major part of the course is annotated
and presente‘d in both Chinese and English; the texts are repre-
sented by both Chinese characters and pinyin (i.e. the alphabetic
system of writing); an accompanying set of recording cassettes
of the texts and some of the exercises will be available for our
readers. Besides, a manual for self-instruction will be written
and published. All these efforts are made to facilitate self-in-
struction of the course.

For compiling the course, the “Graded Levels and Syllabus-
es of Chinese Proficiency”, which has been checked, approved
and finalized by the Office of the State Leading Group for Teach-
ing Chinese as a Foreign Language, provides an important basis,
The lexical and grammatical items appearing in Book 1 & II are
selected from those labelled Grade A and Grade B in the vocabu-
lary syllabus and grammar syllabus of the above-mentioned docu-

ment. Because a graded syllabus of functions and notions in Chi-
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nese has not come into being up to present and is thus absent in
the document, the functional-notional items are selected from
one drafted by the compiling group.

Professor Zhuang Ming-xuan is the editor in chief of the
course and Professor Zhou Shi-xiong, the associate editor. Book
I is examined and revised by Professor Deng En-ming from Bei-
jing Language Instutite. Zhang Shao-tao compiles all the Notes
to the texts and the Presentation of grammar, Ouyang Guo-tai
compiles all the Learning Points and Lessons 1— 8, Xu An-min
compiles Lessons 9—15, and Le. 22, Gao Feng-zhen compiles
Lessons 16 —21, 23—24, Yang Zi-jing compiles Phonetics Re-
view and Lessons 25— 30, Lu Wei translates Book I into Eng-
lish.

The Compilers
September, 1992
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