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The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

ssimiees® Chapter One Geography

1. Name, Size and Position

Britain, Great Britain, the United Kingdom, England, the British Isles' —these dif-
ferent names are sometimes used to mean the same thing, and they are frequently used
wrongly. Strictly speaking, England, Great Britain and the British Isles ought only to be
used as geographical names, since England is only a part of Great Britain; Great Britain
does not include Northern Ireland, but the British Isles include great Britain and the whole
of Ireland, that is both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, which is self-
governing.

The United Kingdom is the official name, in full, this is the “United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland”, and UK for short. The UK is made up of four countries:
Scotland, Wales, England and Northern Ireland (one-sixth of Ireland). England is the lar-
gest, and wealthiest division of the United Kingdom. It has an area of 130 410km® (50 350
sq mi) of the United Kingdom’s 244 110km® (94 250 sq mi). The area of Scotland is
78 790km? (30 420 sq mi), the area of Wales is 20 760km’ (8020 sq mi), and the area of
Northern Ireland is 14 160km? (5470 sq mi).

The United Kingdom is situated in Western Europe. It is bordered on the south by the
English Channel, which separates it from the continent of Europe. It is bordered on the east
by the North Sea, and on the west by the Irish Sea and. the Atlantic Ocean lies between the
British Isles and America. The United Kingdom’s only land border with another nation is
between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. It lies between 50°and 60°north lati-

tude, and roughly between 2° east and 8° west longitude. The prime meridian of 0° just pas-

ses through the old observatory at Greenwich.

2. Territory and Administrative Areas

The UK has a territory of 94 250 square miles (244 110km?) accounting for less than
2% of the land area of the world and ranking about the 75th in size among countries in the
world. This is remarkably small when you consider its population and its importance in

world affairs. Britain is just under 500 km (some 300 miles) across in the widest part and
1



under 1000km (some 600 miles) in a straight line from the south coast to the extreme
north of Scotland. Its coastline runs about ten thousand kilometers, making it one of the
countries with a long coastline in the world. On this land there are altogether 69 adminis-
trative areas, respectively 46 in England, 9 in Scotland, 8 in Wales, 6 in Northern
Ireland.

England, the largest country in Britain, is predominantly a lowland country in the
southeast, It is the most populous, and generally speaking, the richest section. The greatest
concentrations of population are in London and northeast industrial cities. London, both the
capital of England and of the UK, is a very old city. Today it is one of the largest cities in
Europe. The port of London is one of the greatest ports in the world. Ships from all coun-
tries go up and down the Thames,

In the north is Scotland, with its capital Edinburgh. Scotland, as is called the Scotland
Highland, has the majority of Britain’s highest mountains and also many lakes, and is fa-
mous for its beautiful countryside. Tourism is one of Scotland’s most important industries.
Tourists from all over the world come to enjoy the heauty of Scottish scenery — to walk
among Scottish heather, to visit ancient, historical castles, to eat Scottish salmon and to
drink Scotch whisky. They also come to see Scotsmen in kilts playing bagpipes, although
only a few Scots wear kilts’ (the national costume) these days.

Wales lies to the west of England. Its capital is Cardiff, where the international rugby®
match is held. Wales is divided geographically into the industrial south, the central plateaux
and lakes, and the mountainous north of the farmers and tourists. About half the population
is crowded into the south, where there used to be a lot of coal mines, but many of them have
been closed, or are about to be closed. Welsh coal is of very good quality and used to be ex-
ported all over the world. North Wales has beautiful wild scenery, its main industry today is
tourism,

The central part of Northern Ireland is made up of plains surrounded by such highlands

and mountains as Antrim, Sperrin and Mourne,

3. Weather

The climate of the United Kingdom is much milder than that of many places in the
same latitude, Alaska in the U, S. A., Kanchaka in Russia, and Heilongjiang in China.
Its climate is generally mild and temperate. Prevailing winds are southwesterly and the
weather from day to day is mainly influenced by depressions moving eastwards across the
Atlantic.

Generally, the weather in Britain is neither too cold in winter nor too hot in summer.
The annual temperature is about 10°C, varying from around 5°C in the coldest month to 17C
in the warmest month on an average. In winter the temperature falls steadily. There are
rarely extremes of cold or heat in Britain and when temperatures drop below 0C or rise

above 32°C nobody is prepared.
There is usually more rain in the west than in the east. In all parts of Britain it rains ev-



ery month of the year; there is no “dry season”, and more snow in the north than in the
south. So it is colder in the north, warmer in the south, drier in the east and wetter in the
west. Ireland is especially wet. Snow falls in Scotland every winter, and sometimes in Eng-
land and Wales too. Falls of snow in Ireland are most unusual. But thanks to the Gulf
Stream, the Western Isles of Scotland sometimes have milder winter days than the south of

France.

There are three main features about the climate in Britain., The first feature is more fog;
London used to have fog and smog in winter. The second is more rainy days and less sunny
weather, sunny days are rare. In some places there are over 260 rainy days, often only show-
ers and drizzles. That’s why English people often have their umbrellas with them when they
go out. The foreigner may laugh when he sees the Englishman setting forth on a brilliantly
sunny morning wearing a raincoat or carrying an umbrella, but he may well regret his laugh-
ter later in the day! The third is its instability or changeability. All the seasons are very vari-
able; there is no part of the year at which it is possible to expect with any degree of assurance
the weather. It is an insular country with an insular climate. And Englishmen describe this
peculiar meteorological conditions of their country as “other countries have a climate; in
England we have weather”.

It is a well-known fact that the English have an obsession with their weather and that,
given half a chance, they will talk about it at length. Some people argue that it is because
English weather defies forecast and hence is a source of interest to everyone. This may be
so. Certainly Englishmen cannot have much faith in the meteorological experts—the weath-
ermen wha, after promising glorious, sunny weather for the following day, are often proved
wrong when an anticyclone over the Atlantic brings rainy weather to all districts! In Britain,
very often conventional greetings are replaced by comments on the weather. Although the
foreigner may consider this exaggerated and comic, it is worthwhile pointing out that it could
be used to its advantage. If he wants to start a conversation with an Englishman (or woman)
but is at a loss to know where to begin, he could do well to mention the state of the weather.
It is a safe subject which will encourage even the most reserved of Englishmen to enter into a
discussion.

Questions for discussion

1. What is the official name of Great Britain and what are the shortened names?

2. What is Great Britain?

3. What is the weather like? Why so the English people like to talk about weather?

1 the British Isles: RFMBY, GHERAIHHERZTOEESIERFEZNG.
2 kilt; FELEBBFEORBEEE. BB LARMYERER (artan) FRARH

BIEE (clan),
3 rugby: B, FRETEESE— M Rugby fi—FhrmBa. B 2K

b FE R A F R BRE RA 2K,



v Chapter Two  People

1. Origin of the Nation

(1) Main Nations

The main nations in Britain are the English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish.

The English people are the descendants of English-speaking Anglo-Saxon' who con-
quered the native Celts® in England in the fifth century. The native Celtic inhabitants in Eng-
land either intermingled with the Anglo-Saxon invaders or fled into the mountains of Wales
and Scotland. Next a substantial number of Scandinavians, the Viking Danes®, raided and
settled in England during the ninth and tenth centuries. In that time England was divided al-
most in half between the Danes in the east and northeast and the Saxons in the west. By the
end of the tenth century, however, the Saxons controlled most of the country.

In 1066, the Normans, French-speaking invaders of north origin, under William of
Normandy (William the Conqueror*), conquered England. William and his followers set up
a strong central government which brought a new unified discipline and control to the coun-
try. The conquerors made Freiich the official language and firmly established the feudal sys-
tem, At that time, the Norman kings still had territories in France and, as a result, there
were numerous contacts between the two countries, French influence grew so strong that
many aspects of England’s social and cultural life became totally French.

After England became a Protestant country in the sixteenth century, waves of foreigners
and refugees have immigrated to England for religious, political, and economic reasons, and
their specific skills, as well as their languages, have enriched the English economy and cul-
ture.

(2) Population
According to mid-1990 estimates, the population of the United Kingdom is 57. 4 million.

It ranks sixteen in the world in term of population. This is a very large population for such a
small area. The population density is about 237 inhabitants per sq km, which is well above
the European community average of about 145 per sq km., and yet it is very unevenly
distributed. Of the four lands, England is the most densely populated with 367 people per sq
km, mostly in the London area and industrial areas. Scotland is the least densely populated
with 66 people per sq km, there are large tracts of barren, hilly country, some places are al-
most uninhabited. Wales and Northern Ireland have 139 and 113 people per sq km
respectively.

Britain’ s population is overwhelmingly urban, with 89.4% living in urban areas and
10. 6 % living in rural areas. The Industrial Revolution built up major urban areas, and most
of Britain’s people live in and around them to this day.

4



2. The English Language

(1) The English Language

The English language has more than 360 000 000 native speakers and is far more wide-
spread than Chinese. It is spoken throughout the continent of North America, the British
Isles, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and is also the most important of language
of colonization in Asia, Africa and Oceania. In addition it is the language of commerce and
the second language of many countries which formerly had French or German in that posi-
tion,

English is descended from the language of the Germanic people—the Anglo-Saxons who
invaded the British Isles in the fifth century. Their language is called Old English. The earli-
est written records of English all date from the closing years of the 7th century and consist in
the main of charters in Latin but containing personal and places names in English. In the de-
‘velopment of Old English, the greatest number of words was borrowed from Latin.

Middle English (1150 ~1550) began after the Norman Conquest in the 11th century.
Numerous French words were borrowed, though these had begun to appear before the Con-
quest. French-loan words became numerous by the 14th century. But there is not the sligh-
test evidence to show that the Conquest had any effect on the accidence or the phonology.
The language of the Low Countries— Dutch and Low German (in the west and the north of
Germany), formed another important source of loanwords during the Middle English peri-
od, due to the constant and close relations between these countries and England.

By the second half of the 15th century London English had been accepted as the standard
literary language in most parts of the country. One of the important influences in establi-
shing London English as the standard library language was the introduction of printing in
1476. Because London was the chief commercial center, the center of government, and near
the great universities, London was the center of book publishing in England and books were
written in London dialect. Thus, the London dialect was disseminated throughout England.
Modern English has been developed and there is now a single accepted pronunciation for the
vast majority of words in ordinary polite use, deviation from which is regarded either as a
provincialism or as a vulgarism.

(2) The Language in the UK

It isn’t always easy these days to distinguish between people from different parts of
Britain. That’s because British people move about the country more than they used to.
Northerners come and live in the south. Southerners and East Anglians go to the north, and
lots of Scots Welsh and Irish come and live in England. More people settle in London and the
south than in any other region. That is why many southerners do not really have a special ac-
cent that is usually learnt by foreign students— except the Cockneys® from the East End of
London. A cockney is a Londoner who is born within the sound of Bow bells— the bells of St
Mary-le-Bow in east London. Cockneys don’t pronounce their “h”, e. g. “house” is pro-

nounced “ouse”, they pronounce “plate”, “late” as “plite”, “lite”.



