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PREFACE

From the end of the Ming Dynasty and beginning of the Qing Dynasty when she was on the list of "Four towns "to the
modern times when she has grown up to be one of the :"Four Commercial Ports"with a laudatory title of "Oriental Chicago";
from the first fire of the Xinhai Revolution when she became the "Initiating Uprining City"to the early days of the ante-
Japanese war when the warring Capital of the national government was crowned with "Red Hankou",Wuhan has gone
through a history of hundreds of years,a history of pound and dignity,and an old dream that has ever been reexperienced
since then.

The old Wuhan has left us so many sweet and warm memories that can not be numbered.The reading sounds from
the Liang-hu Study(the study of Zhang-Zhidong s,the governor of Hunan and Hubei)by the Dusi Lake can still be heard,
The wisps of smoke rolling up over the great tall chimneys of Hanyang Arsenal at the foot of the Tortoise Hill can still be
seen,and the famous brand of "Hanyang’s making "can never be forgotten. The ant-army-like white sails rushing toward
the mouth between the Xianghe River and the Yangtze River can never be counted clearly,and the porter’s thunder-like
working songs can still be heard .The delicious smell of the fish and the lotus-soup escaping from the taverns can still stir
your stomach.The higgledy-piggledy bamboo-bed arrays can be found in streets and lanes at the sundry,starring and
breezeless summer nights.

The old Wuhan was benifited by water and prospered by water as well. The concourse of the Hanjang River and the
Yangtze River here not only made her a "Road to Nine Provinces"where hundreds of goods were being displayed and
thousands of merchants converged,but was the archcriminal that brought catastrophe:flooding her 9times in 10years,thus
making her a city in water.The same time when the Yangtze River rushing down vigorously torward the east is leading
Wuhan to the world stage, it also once provided convenience for the intrusion of enemies and priates. There were once the
concessions of five countries and the consulates of fifteen countries blustering here .It once was the second largest export-
ing port over where the theme of the "Long Live Queen"hovered from the great clock-tower of Jianghan Port every 15
minutes.

How hard it is to talk the old Wuhan out! she once enjoyed splender and prosperity,while suffered from shame and
misery.She has gone through the history of both proud and embarrassment leaving the memory of sweetness as well as of

bitterness.
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I A City Nearby the Yangtze River

Wuahan is situated at the juncture of the Changjiang River and the Han River. The junction of the two rivers divides the city into three towns:
Hankou, Hanyang and Wuchang, which are standing like the three legs of a tripod.

Libai’s poem says, “A foreign guest is going to Changsha,looking westernly but cant see his home, playing jade flute in the Yellow Crane
Tower,plum blossom is dropping in the city of May” In the city and on the board of the city there are also many lakes and rivers.

Wuchang, Hanyang are initiated at the end of East Han Dynasty and the beginning of Three Kingdoms.For a long history it is the Centre of
Prefecture. Shire. and County. Standing by the water,it has piers to welcome visitors from the different corner.At its very beginning,it took on
the look of commercial and trading center,the communicative conjuction,and fighting site of military strategists.It was established to meet the
need of war telling miserable stories from the resentment of Three Kingdoms to the fires of Wuhan Defending Campaign.

Hankou was luzhou joining into Hanyang, it has more water but less hills. At the middle of Ming Dynasty, the main stream of the Han River
flew into the Changjiang River from the north of Tortoise Mountain, Not from the south any longer. “Gradually Hankou has its piers, thus the
markets are becoming prosperous.” “It is the home of ships and boats, the gathering spot of jewels and pearls’ (Qing Dynasty, Fankai, Talking
of Hankou) Hankou was developing into the largest trading and harbor town in the middle reach of Changjiang, becoming one of the four
famous towns in the middle of Qing Dynasty.

The Han River changed its water course, which not only made a Hankou, but also the spacial layout of three towns. Tangyihuang, Qing
citizen, explained the prosperious cause of Hankou from the point of Fenshui. In the Arguementation of Fenshui, He says|the dragon vein of
Hankou is the Pinyang dragon, It is the best for him to sitting emptily and facing fully, now Hankou is facing Tortoise Mountain, the southern
bank is nearby, the Lake of Hou is empty, that just meets its setup. It wasn’t in the fashion in the past because there was no water surrounding
it. At the early year of Mingchenhua, water passed through and the river silted up, That s why Hankou gets its prosperity -+ the Han River is
passing by, thus businessmen can port their boats and ships, so Hankou is becoming the famous region on earth.—Sutra — writes: ‘Not asking
its trace while coming to the pinyang, just seeing the surrounding water, that s the real dragon,” also blowing wind and rapid stream make
people live much longer, It' s a wonderful place to escape water and wind, the prosperity of Hankou is because of little rivers, whose water is
sandwiched by two facing banks and then whirls into Changjiang” This explanation has the splendor of superstition, but tells the rule and fact
that a city is becoming prosperious because of water.

The layout of Hankou is different from that of the traditional feudal administrative centre, that is,“buying horses in the east market, saddle
in the west market, bridle in the south market, long whip in the north market” All the four directions are very obvious and clear. The interaction
of nature and commercial trade produced the early layout of Hankou. Befere its opening, houses were built from the narrow land in Qiaokou

along the Han River to the mouth of Changjiang. From the river street to the main street, from the clipping street to the street of dike, it is a typical

harbor city which becomes prosperious because of water.
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“Terrain is like a sleeping broom, up straight and down broad (from Talking of Hankou), nearly there is no strict west-east or north-south
street. Yietiaoyuan, Qing Dynasty, says in (Poem of Bamboo Branch in Hankou), “rare road in the up street and dense in the down street, a
sleeping broom is suspending on the Water, wiping the coming and going money, Few people are riding crane to Yangzhot.He explains the
terrain, “Hankou is just like a sleeping broom, behind it there is no sitting hill, so It s easy to gather and deliver poverty.” He also says, “the
Han River flows through it and Changjiang surrounds it, behind is the Ping Lake, one hundred Li wide; thousands of high and white walls, Had
better appreciate them in the water.” That vividly describes Hankou as a city of water.

After it was opened in 1861, the concession of different country was developing along the narrow, long land of the down reach of Changjiang
in the north of Hankou. The city area was doubled and extending along Changjiang and the Han River. From the end of Qing Dynasty to the
Republic of China (1912-1949), there were a lmost 30 small or large wharfs from the tiny Giaokou to Jijiao zui, there were also 16 foreign wharfs
from the Temple of Dragon Emperor, the Junction of Changjiang and the Han River, to the Juncture of Wuhan in the year of Tongzhi, Qing
Dynasty. From the end of Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China, the foreign piers extended from the Juncture of Wuhan to Danshuichi and
Chenjiaji. There were over 74 piers on the board of Changjiang in Hankou.

Before Hankou was opened, the boats in Wuhan sailed up to Basu and down to Wuhui, southernly passed by the lake of Dongting and into
the Xiang River and the Yuan River and then reached Yuenguei, Guangdong and Guangxi, to the north-west, got into Shanxi throngh the Han
River. The people in Hueizhou regarded Hankou as“the biggest piers of gathering goods on earth” Liuxiantin, Qing citizen claims in Writings
of Guangyang , “Hankou is the throat of Chu province, It' s not exaggerate to say that the goods from Yuen. Gui. Sicuan. Hunan. Guangxis
Shanxi. Henan and Jiangxi are all transmitted here, though Hankou doesn t intend to be the Number one in the world, It is not the ordinary
case.” After its opening, ships drived into river, the sailing of Wuhan began with the innerwater and arrived at faraway oceans, even at Japan,
European and American.

Wuchang, Hanyang was called “Wuhan” befre the forming of Hankou, in 1927 the city government was founded on the basis of the
combination of three towns, later there were some discrepancies and changes, but “big Wuhan” lasts until today.

Wuhan both benefits from the water and suffers from it. When the period of tide comes, Defending flood is the primary concern. Wuchang
in the south-east bank of Changjiang constructed the embankment along the changjiang River; In the east and north of Hanyang, there also stood
the defending embankment; Hankou in the north-east bank of changjiang and the Han River built the embankment along the changjiang and the
Han River, in 1929 which jointed into the Zhanggong Dike of Houhu. Because of the lower criterition of defending floods, water disaster fre-
quently fell in Wuhan. According to the Annals of History , during the 1000 years from the middle of Tang to the year of Daoguang in Qing, 50
flooding disasters fell in the region of Wuhan. Averagely people suffered from the flood within less than 20 years. In 1849, 1870, 1931, 1935, the
hineous flood caused great disaster to the city. In 1931 three towns of Wuhan were all soaked in the water. Becase of the low terrain of Hankou,
there was nearly no piece of dry land for the people to stand, except for very few hills and highlands in Wuchang and Hanyang. The
deepest water was about 6 or 7 metres.

Hechenjun, the chairman of Wubei province at that time signed the Urgent Notice of Drainning Water in Wuhan at the desk
of mahjong. The flood immersed the three towns for 42 days, some places even for 100 days. 321 square kilometred land were
damaged by the flood, 6300000 citizens suffered from the disaster and among them 3619 died. The newspaper said{the essense of
city is totally destroyed, bodies are flowing, diseases are epidemic, prices are soaring (skyrocketing), 2300000 persons have nothing
to eat.” After the disaster, the dike along Changjiang was strengthened in Wuchang and Hankou, but the dike in Hanyang was not

maintained effectively. The flood coming again in 1935, Hanyang was completely ruined.
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A panorama view of Hankou along
the Yangtze River
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A wharf nearby the River at the and m .

of the nineteenth certury
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The relic of Dragon King’s
Temple(in Hankou)in 1911-after
the Wahan Defense War in 1911°s
Uprising
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The wharf on the newly built road
in Hankou,in 1929

1908 AL T
The beach in Hankou in
1908
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The Taigu Foreing Bank and the

warehouse before building the Bunk,
in late 1929
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Jianghan Pass and the wharf
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Jianghan ferry in 1940's
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The panorama of the River
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Buildings on the avenue along the
River,in 1929
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The wharf in Hankou in 1909
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Xianghe Coal Wharf at the begin-
ning of the twentieth century On the
opposite bank that was booming

Hankou with a lot of sails.
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Hanyang Iron Factory,the Ore Wharf
in Qingchuan Attic
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The Bureau of Business,Hankou,

near Minsheng Avenue
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Local-style dwelling houses near

the Factory

F R4
Wuchang city ay the beginning of
the Republic of China
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The road under Huanggaoji
(Wuchang)and Hanyangmen Ferry
(1940)
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Wuchang City Wall and Wharf, af-
ter occupied by the National Revo-
lutionary ARMY.After 1927, this

wall was tore down and a ring road

was built and called Linjiang Avenue

now.
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The Police Box on the street near the
River



