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- Mark wam was born Samuel Langhorne
Clemens in a small Missouri town in 1835 After
ﬁilbting river steamers along the MlSSlSSlppl for;,
four yeafs ‘he began wntmg humorous short sto-

ries for newspapers. L e
~ The Adventures of Tom Sawyer ‘was Twalns
ﬁrst full- length novel Many of the adventures of
Tom and Huck Finn actually happened to Twam :

in hlS boyhood
~ Even though Twain wrote this book mamly to
‘e‘ntertam boys and girls, he hoped that adults
would read and enjoy it, and recall their own
childhood. | e
Mark Twain died in 1910. But he left the world
a true picture of American life and the American

spirit in his novels, short stories, and other writings.
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Peocple You Will Read About

Tom Sawyer:

Polly:

Mary:
Sid:

Ben Rogers:

Jess Thatcher:
Becky Thatcher:

Huckleberry Finn:

Joe Harper:

a mischievous young boy who
plays pirates and adventures
with his friends

Tom's aunt who has a kind heart
takes the nurture of Tom

Tom's cousin

Tom's half-brother who is a silent
boy never makes any trouble
Tom's friend

Becky's father

Tom's schoolmate who takes
Tom's fancy

Tom's trusted friend, one of pi-
rates who is the son of town
drunkard

Tom's best friend, one of pirates
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Mr. Dobins:

Injue Joe:

Muff Potter:

Dr. Robinson:

Peter:

Mrs. Harper:
Alfred Temple:
Vic Murrel:

widow:

Bill Welsh:

Tom's teacher

a murderer who is heartless and
cruel

a besotted drunkard who was
framed by Injue Joe

a doctor who was murdered by
Injue Joe

Aunt Polly's cat that is given
Pain-Killer by Tom

Joe Harper's mother

a boy who likes Becky

person who hid treasure

Injue Joe prepares to murder her
who later was saved by Huck
person who helps Huck save the

widow
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Tom Sawyer was always getting into trouble. He was the
kind of boy who just could not resist adventure.

Tom lived with his Aunt Polly, his cousin Mary and his
half-brother Sid. Everyone was used to Tom's mischief,
but Sid never missed a chance to tell Aunt Polly when he
thought Tom was up to no good. That's how she found out
that Tom was playing hooky from school and going
swimming.

Now, as a punishment for his behavior, Tom found

himself faced with the chore of whitewashing 30 yards of

Whitewash /'(hywaitwa[/ n. & &4 i half-brother Fl#5 L (B XF8&) L%
resist /rizist/ vt. 4%, 384 ¢ mischief /'mistfif/ n. Z4EE] B%
adventure fad'ventfa/ n. § i, 4§ ' hooky /'huki/ n. k%, ¥iE
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

fence on a sunny Saturday afternoon. And what was
worse—it was one of those warm summer days when
everyone else was out playing ball or swimming. And

there was Tom, all alone on the sidewalk with a long-

handled brush and a bucket of whitewash.

He looked at the fence. It seemed enormous, and
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he knew it would take all day to give it only one coat.

Tom began to think of all the fun he had planned for
this day, and his sorrows multiplied. Soon his friends
would come down the street, and he shuddered to
think of how they would laugh to see him
whitewashing a fence on such a beautiful day. There
must be a way out of this situation.

Tom emptied his pockets and looked at his worldly
wealth—bits of toys, marbles (35K ), and trash (}#}4;
L A1 #4 BLYE & ). He might be able to bribe someone

" else to help him for a while, but there wasn't nearly

enormous /inaimas/ a. E X4, BA# i wealth-bits a. IK#-{i#Y
sorrow /'sorau/ n. £ X, A bribe /braib/vt. #8
multiply /'maltiplai/v. 3w :
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

enough to buy a whole day of freedom. Tom thought
for a while... then an inspiration burst upon him!

He picked up the brush and began to spread the

whitewash slowly and peacefully over the fence. In
only a few minutes, Ben Rogers came walking by,
3 cating a big, juicy red apple. Tom's mouth watered at

the sight of such a treat, but he kept on painting and

pretended not to see or hear Ben at all.

“Hey there, Tom, what's up with you?” called Ben.
“It's too bad you have to work on a day like this. I'm
just on my way to the river for a swim. Too bad you
can't come along!”

Tom looked at Ben for a moment, then said, “What
do you call work?”

“Why, ain’t that work?” asked Ben, pointing to the

fence.

“Well maybe it is, and maybe it ain't,” answered

Tom. “All I know is that it suits me just fine.”

inspiration /inspa'reifan/ n. & & ; pretend /pritend/ vt. {£8, B L
burst upon v. % % 0 ' come along —#& & ki
treat ftri:t/ n. Fdx ' ain’t = isn’t



