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Most of the time, the different ways that are the customs of different cultures
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Structures

The idea that a man can have more than one wife or that brothers and sisters

can marry each other may shock other cultures.
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What Is Culture?

I. Introduction

1. Introductory Remarks

What do we mean by culture when we say different nations have different cultures?
Obviously culture in this sense is different from the concept of culture in the sense of excellent
tastes in literature, music, philosophy, art, etc. Here we have a much broader meaning. Following
the definitions of sociologists and anthropologists, our term “culture” refers to the total pattern
of beliefs, customs, institutions, objects, and techniques that characterize the life of a human
community. It is a learned behavior acquired by individuals as members of a social group.

Just as human cultures vary widely over the earth, so there are many different customs and
behavior in different cultures. The long sloping foreheads, for example, are considered some-
thing beautiful in the eyes of the Flathead Indians of North America, and the ancient Egyptians
practiced a unique burial in a religious way to treat the dead bodies. Both cases may make peo-
ple from another culture laugh or feel puzzled. Customs and behavior that are considered un-
natural or wrong in one culture may be totally acceptable, even praised, in another. It is simply
that different people do the same things in different ways.

2. Introductory Questions

What is the general meaning of the word “culture”?

What does the word “culture” mean to those who study humankind?

How do we learn the ways of our culture?

What leads to the cultural differences?

Do you agree with the idea that what is beautiful differs from one culture to another? If yes,
can you give some examples?

wvi B W N =

Il. Outline

The concept of culture

a. an entire way of life of a society, or of a people
b. learned behavior rather than instinctive behavior
c. different cultures with different patterns of life

Paras. 1-4

Paras. 5-7 | The diversity of culture

a. views towards different cultures .

b. ideas of what is beautiful in different culture

c. ways of treating dead bodies in different cultures
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Para. 8 Conclusion: Different cultures have different ways of life, which are neither right nor

wrong, for it is simply that different people do the same things in different ways.

I1l. Detailed Study of the Text

i

The first sentence of the paragraph is the topic sentence. The rest of the paragraph develops the
topic by giving examples.

(line 3)... are cultured.

— are well educated/are cultivated.
cultured: intelligent, polite, and interested in art, literature, music etc.
e.g. She is a well-read and cultured woman.

His voice was cultured and unmistakably English.

(line 3)... the word “culture” bas a different meaning for anthropologists (people who study
bumankind).

— ... so far as anthropologists are concerned, the word “culture” is used in a sense different
from the ordinary sense.
Draw students’ attention to the words in brackets that explain the meaning of anthropologists.

(line 5)... the word “culture” means all the ways in which a group of people act, dress, think,
and feel.

— ... the word “culture” refers to the entire ways of life of a certain community.

(line 7)... they are not something that the people in the group are born with.

— ... the cultural ways of their community are not something that the people in the community

have at their birth.

be born with: to have (something) from birth

e.g. One of the factors that determine an individual’s intelligence is the sort of brain he is born
with.
It is said that no amount of special education can make a genius out of a child born with
low intelligence.
Most people view Hillary Clinton as a woman who was born with a sliver spoon in her
mouth.

(line 9)Instinctive bebavior, on the other band, is a pattern of bebavior that an animal is born
with.

— Instinctive behavior, however, is a set of behavioral rules that an animal acquires at its birth.
instinctive behavior: behavior that is based on instinct and is not thought about, planned or
developed by training
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e.g. Sometimes a dog is not being naughty but is following its natural instinctive behavior.

They maintain that human action is different from the instinctive behavior of animals, and,
therefore, is always guided by intelligence.
pattern: the way in which something happens or develops
e.g. The illness is not following its usual pattern.
The child showed a normal pattern of development.
In this way, they develop patterns of behavior which conform to the social norm.
cf. model: 1. a small representation or copy (of something)
e.g. On this table you can see a model of the new theater that’s going to be built in this town.
He has a shelf full of models of airplanes that never got built.
2. someone or something which people want to copy because they are successful or
have good qualities
e.g. It served as a model for other cities.
The educational system was a model for those of many other countries.

. (line 12) They know how to do it when they are born.

— They are born with this ability.
Verbs like “tell, show, know, teach, discuss” etc. can be followed by an infinitive phrase begin-
ning with question words “how, what, when, where, who” etc.
‘e.g. Can you tell me how to go there? (= Can you tell me how I can go there?)
They don’t know where to go. (= They don’t know where they can go.)

. (line 15)... we learn some of the ways of our culture by being taught by our teachers or parents.

— ... we learn some of the ways of our culture in school or at home.

. (line 16)We learn more of the ways of our culture by growing up in it.

— We learn more of the ways of our culture by living in this culture seeing how other people do
things and following them.

(line 20)All buman beings bave certain basic needs, such as ...

— All human beings have some most important needs, for example ...
basic: most important; on which everything depends; from which everything else develops
e.g. These points are basic; without them, the plan cannot work.

Many school teachers still consider spelling important as a basic skill.

(line 21)However, the way in which we take care of these needs depends on the culture ...

— However, how we deal with these needs is decided by the culture ...
take care of: to deal with; do what is needed with
e.g. If you take good care of your car, you’ll increase its life.
If you don’t give me the money, I'll send my boys to take care of you.
cf. 'll never give up my job until the children grow up and can take care of themselves. (to look
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after)
Don’t worry. I’ll take care of the fees. (to pay for something)

. (line 26)... and bow many people we can marry at one time are all parts of our culture.

— ... and how many people we can marry at the same time are all related to our culture.
at one time: at the same time; together
e.g. Mr. Reed’s bills came all at one time, and he could not pay them.
Let’s start the dance again, all at one time.
cf. at one time: at a certain time in the past
e.g. At one time people thought that the place beyond the river is not good to live.
At one time I used to go mountain-climbing every summer.
At one time she wanted to be a nurse, but the thought of working at night put her off.
at a time: in sequence; separately
e.g. Don’t do everything at once — take it a bit at a time.
He tossed the peanuts into his mouth one at a time.

. (line 28) We feel in our bearts that the way that we do things is the only right way to do them.

— We really feel that /It is our belief that our way of doing things is the only right way. / In our
most secret and true thought we feel that our way of doing things is the only right way.
in one’s heart: in one’s deepest feelings
e.g. He knew in his heart that he was doing the wrong thing.
Deep in his heart, he wanted Laura back.
In her heart she knew that she would one day leave home for her own dream.

. (line 31)We may laugh at clothing that seems ridiculous to us.

— We may be amused by the absurd and unreasonable way people from a different culture dress
themselves.
laugh at: to be amused by; make fun of
e.g. Go ahead and practise. Nobody will laugh at you.
I’'m afraid the other kids will laugh at me because I don’t understand.
He laughed a little to himself at his own foolishness.

(line 34)The idea that a man can bhave more than one wife or that brothers and sisters can
marry each other may shock other cultures.

— People from the culture in which a person can have only one wife or brothers and sisters

cannot marry each other will be greatly astonished to be told that a man can marry several wives

at the same time and that brothers can be husbands of their own sisters.

Note that “the idea” is followed by a noun clause introduce by “that”. Similar uses are found

with words such as fact, news, belief, claim, hope.

e.g. Our decision to build the museum in Hartlepool was influenced by the fact that there were
no national museums in the North East.
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Several evening papers carried the news that a cabinet minister was about to resign.
Do you have evidence that this treatment works?
Gould rejected claims that he had acted irresponsibly.
shock: to cause usually unpleasant or angry surprise to (someone)
e.g. It shocked me to see how my neighbors treated their children.
His examination failure shocked him into studying harder.
The violence and bad language in the program shocked many of the viewers.
cf. She got shocked when she touched the bare wire. (to give an electric shock to)

16. (line 36)Ideas of what is beautiful differ from one culture to another.

— Different cultures have different ideas of what is beautiful.
differ from: to be unlike; be different from
e.g. English pronunciation differs from American pronunciation much more than English spell-
ing does from American spelling.
My house differs from your house in several ways.
cf. Ihave to differ with you on that issue.
Ideas on child care may differ between parents and lead to disagreement.
The two lawyers differed about how to present the case.
We continue to differ on two aspects.

17. (line 36)The Flathead Indians of North America used to bind the beads of ... have long sloping
forebeads.

— The Flathead Indians of North America once tied the head of ... have long sloping foreheads.
bind: to tie or fasten
e.g. Bind the rope fast; we don’t want it to come loose.
These volumes are beautifully bound in blue cloth.
She bound her hair up with a handkerchief.
They bound her legs so she couldn’t escape.
slope: to be at an angle so that one end or side is higher than the other
e.g. Does your handwriting slope forward or backward?
Our garden slopes (down) slightly to the river.

18. (line 46)When people die, different cultures dispose of their bodies in different ways.

— When people die, the way to deal with their dead bodies differs from one culture to another.
dispose of: to finish with; get rid of
e.g. The committee disposed of all its business in an hour.
You must dispose of the garbage before you leave.
He knew now how to dispose of his spare time.
cf. John’s father wants to dispose of their old house and buy a new one. (give away)
The champion disposed of the other fighter by knocking him out in the second round. (defeat)
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23;

24.

(line 49)... and other things that might be useful in the next life.

— It is the belief held by some religions that when a person dies, he can enter another world
and have an afterlife. If he has done something good in this world, he may go up to heaven; and
he may go down to hell if he has done something evil.

(line 51) These clay figures were supposed to work for the dead person in the other world.

— These human bodies made from clay were expected to be at the service of the dead person in
the other world.

(line 52)A religious group called the Parses exposed their dead on platforms for birds to eat.

— A religious group called the Parses left their dead uncovered on platforms for birds to eat.
expose: 1. to uncover or leave uncovered or unprotected
e.g. Don’t expose it to the sunlight.
Those who have been exposed to this kind of dust for a long time must receive regular
physical examinations.
The report revealed that workers had been exposed to high levels of radiation.
2. to make it possible for someone to experience new ideas, ways of life, etc
e.g. Some children are never exposed to classical music.
Kate was exposed to new ideas when she went to college.
cf. reveal: to make known; display
e.g. The doctor did not reveal to him his hopeless condition.
The telescope reveals many distant stars to our sight.
These few words fully revealed her noble quality.

(line 55)... the bones are dug up and reburied, sometimes in a small container.

— ... the bones are taken out of the ground and buried again, sometimes in a small container.
container: anything such as a box, bottle, etc. used for holding something

cf. container ship/lorry/train: Here the word means a very large standard-sized metal box used
for transporting goods.

(line 58)Most of the time, the different ways that are the customs of different cultures are nei-
ther right nor wrong.

— In most cases, the different customs of different cultures are neither right nor wrong.
neither ... nor ...: used when mentioning two things that are not true or possible
e.g. The equipment is neither accurate nor safe.

The company’s chairman described the criticisms as “neither accurate nor fair”.

Plastic surgery is neither right nor wrong; it’s a personal choice that should be respected.

(line 59)It is simply that different people do the same things in different ways.

— Tt is just the fact that different people do the same things in different ways.
simply: just; only
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e.g. [ don’t like driving; I do it simply because I have to get to work each day.
I'm afraid I simply don’t know how to say it properly.

cf.  On her small income they live very simply. (in a simple and plain way)
What a simply gorgeous day it is today! (really; very much)

IV. Summary of the Text

Culture is not anything that people in a group are born with, but something they learn either
by being taught or by growing up in it. Different cultures have different ways of eating, drinking,
dressing, finding shelter, marrying and dealing with death. Our own culture seems natural to us
while other cultures may think it funny, strange or even disgusting. However, this has nothing to
do with right or wrong. :

V. Text-related Information

1. Culture:

What is culture?

The word “culture” has many different meanings. For some it refers to an appreciation of
good literature, music, art, and food. For a biologist, it is likely to be a colony of bacteria or other
microorganisms growing in a nutrient medium in a laboratory Petri dish. However, for an-
thropologists and other behavioral scientists, culture is the full range of learned human behavior
patterns. The term was first used in this way by the pioneer English Anthropologist Edward B.
Tylor in his book, Primitive Culture, published in 1871. Tylor said that culture is “that complex
whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, custom, and any other capabilities and
habits acquired by man as a member of society.” Of course, it is not limited to men. Women
possess and create it as well. Since Tylor’s time, the concept of culture has become the central
focus of anthropology.

Culture is a powerful human tool for survival, but it is a fragile phenomenon. It is constant-
ly changing and easily lost because it exists only in our minds. Our written languages, govern-
ments, buildings, and other man-made things are merely the products of culture. They are not
culture in themselves. For this reason, archaeologists cannot dig up culture directly in their ex-
cavations. The broken pots and other artifacts of ancient people that they uncover are only ma-
terial remains that reflect cultural patterns — they are things that were made and used through
cultural knowledge and skills.

Layers of culture

There are very likely three layers or levels of culture that are part of your learned behavior
patterns and perceptions. Most obviously is the body of cultural traditions that distinguish your
specific society. When people speak of Italian, Samoan, or Japanese culture, they are referring
to the shared language, traditions, and beliefs that set each of these peoples apart from others.
In most cases, those who share your culture do so because they acquired it as they were raised
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by parents and other family members who have it.

The second layer of culture that may be part of your identity is a subculture. In complex,
diverse societies in which people have come from many different parts of the world, they of-
ten retain much of their original cultural traditions. As a result, they are likely to be part of an
identifiable subculture in their new society. The shared cultural traits of subcultures set them
apart from the rest of their society. Examples of easily identifiable subcultures in the United
States include ethnic groups such as Viethamese Americans, African Americans, and Mexican
Americans. Members of each of these subcultures share a common identity, food tradition, dia-
lect or language, and other cultural traits that come from their common ancestral background
and experience. As the cultural differences between members of a subculture and the dominant
national culture blur and eventually disappear, the subculture ceases to exist except as a group of
people who claim a common ancestry. That is generally the case with German Americans and
Irish Americans in the United States today. Most of them identify themselves as Americans first.
They also see themselves as being part of the cultural mainstream of the nation.

The third layer of culture consists of cultural universals. These are learned behavior pat-
terns that are shared by all of humanity collectively. No matter where people live in the world,
they share these universal traits. Examples of such “human cultural” traits include:

1. communicating with a verbal language consisting of a limited set of sounds and gram-
matical rules for constructing sentences;
2. using age and gender to classify people (e.g., teenager, senior citizen, woman, man);
3. classifying people based on marriage and descent relationships and having kinship
terms to refer to them (e.g., wife, mother, uncle, cousin); ‘
raising children in some sort of family setting;
having a sexual division of labor (e.g., men’s work versus women’s work)
having a concept of privacy;
having rules to regulate sexual behavior;
distinguishing between good and bad behavior;
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having some sort of body ornamentation;

10. making jokes and playing games;

11. having art;

12. having some sort of leadership roles for the implementation of community decisions.

While all cultures have these and possibly many other universal traits, different cultures
have developed their own specific ways of carrying out or expressing them. For instance,
people in deaf subcultures frequently use their hands to communicate with sign language
instead of verbal language. However, sign languages have grammatical rules just as verbal
ones do.

Culture and society

Culture and society are not the same thing. While cultures are complexes of learned behav-
ior patterns and perceptions, societies are groups of interacting organisms. People are not the
only animals that have societies. Schools of fish, flocks of birds, and hives of bees are societies.
In the case of humans, however, societies are groups of people who directly or indirectly interact
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with each other. People in human societies also generally perceive that their society is distinct
from other societies in terms of shared traditions and expectations.

While human societies and cultures are not the same thing, they are inextricably connected
because culture is created and transmitted to others in a society. Cultures are not the product of
lone individuals. They are the continuously evolving products of people interacting with each
other. Cultural patterns such as language and politics make no sense except in terms of the in-
teraction of people. If you were the only human on earth, there would be no need for language
or government.

Is culture limited to humans?

There is a difference of opinion in the behavioral sciences about whether or not we are the
only animal that creates and uses culture. The answer to this question depends on how nar-
row culture is defined. If it is used broadly to refer to a complex of learned behavior patterns,
then it is clear that we are not alone in creating and using culture. Many other animal species
teach their young what they themselves learned in order to survive. This is especially true of the
chimpanzees and other relatively intelligent apes and monkeys. Wild chimpanzee mothers typi-
cally teach their children about several hundred food and medicinal plants. Their children also
have to learn about the dominance hierarchy and the social rules within their communities. As
males become teenagers, they acquire hunting skills from adults. Females have to learn how to
nurse and care for their babies. Chimpanzees even have to learn such basic skills as how to per-
form sexual intercourse. This knowledge is not hardwired into their brains at birth. They are all
learned patterns of behavior just as they are for humans.

2. the Flathead Indians of North America:

Also known as the Salish Native American tribe originally inhabiting the region in the vi-
cinity of Flathead Lake and Flathead River, in what is now northwestern Montana. The name
Flathead was given to the Salish by other Native Americans tribes along the Columbia River
to the west, who compressed the heads of their babies into a peak by means of a cone-shaped
wicker headpiece.

They were called the Flathead Indians by the first white men who came to the Columbia
River. The name is often said to derive from the flat skull produced by binding infant's skulls
with boards. However, this is mistaken folk etymology, as the tribes never practiced head flat-
tening. In fact, the Salish were called “flat head” because the tops of their heads were not point-
ed like those of neighboring tribespeople who practiced vertical head-binding. The sign lan-
guage used by neighboring tribes to distinguish the Flatheads consisted of “pressing each side of
the head” with the hands. The Flatheads call themselves Salish meaning the people.
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