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1. The Children of the Brown Family

1

Anne? lay in bed. It was quite dark.? Helen® was asleep in
the other bed. Father and Mother were downstairs. Father shout-
ed, ‘Why did you buy a new pram?4

‘Because we've got a bady now,” Mother shouted.

‘But we haven’t got much money,” Father shouted, and the
bady began crying.

‘Go and get more money,” Mother shouted.

Then the front door closed loudly,® and the back door
closed a few seconds later? too.

Anne ran to the window. Mother went down the street with
the bady. It was in the new pram. Anne stood at the top® of
the stairs.

‘Is anybody there? she said, but the house was dark and
quiet.

Anne woke up at eight o’clock in the morning.

‘Get up, everybody,” she said. ‘I’'m going to make the break-
fast’ Anne was fourteen, and John® was thirteen. Helen
was nine, and James'® was seven. Anne made some tea and cook-
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ed some eggs.

‘Where’s Mother? James said.

‘She’s gone out,” Anne said.

‘Whe‘re’s she gone? Helen said.

‘She’s gone to Grandmother’s house,” Anne said.

Mother sometimes went to Grandmother’s house for a few
days.

‘Where’s Father? James said.

‘He went out early,” Anne said.

After breakfast they went to school.

At four o’clock James and Helen ran home. Anne and John
walked more slowly.

‘Where did Fa-
ther go? John said.

‘He was angry,’
Anne said. ‘He
went out of the
back door, and
Mother went out
of the froat door.

John’s face was
white. ‘Are they

going to come
back? he said.
Helen stood at
the front door. ‘I’ve
knocked at the door




three times,’ she said. ‘Where’s Mother?

the

tea,

‘I put the key™ under the mat,”® Anne said, and she opened
door. “‘Mother’s going to come back tomorrow.’
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‘Are we going to have our tea in the garden? James said.
It was summer, and the garden was sunny. Anne made the
and John opened a tin!3 of meat.

Mrs Jones' lived in the next house. She looked over the wall.
‘We're having our tea in the garden,” Helen said.

‘Where’s Mrs Brown?'®* Mrs Jones said.

‘Mother’s tired,” Anne said quickly. ‘She’s upstairs.’®

Mrs Jones went away, and Anne said, “Mother’s gone to Grand-

mother’s house, but we're not going to tell Mrs Jones or any-

body else. We're
going to stay here
together;’

After tea James
cleaned the rabbit’s!?
cage,!® and Helen
played with  her
ball.

Then Anne
said, ‘Go to bed

’

now.

‘It’s only seven
o’clock,” Helen said.




‘When’s Mother going to come home? James said.

‘Have your bath'® quickly. Then I’'m going to read to you,’
Anne said. .

Half an hour later Anne and John were in the
garden.

‘What are we going to do? John said.

‘We  haven’t
got much money,’
Anne said. ‘There’s
only ten pence®® on
the shelf2 Today
is Thursday, and
the milkman?® wants
his money every
Saturday.’

John said, ‘I'm
going to ' get some
money. I'm going
to work.’

In the morning
John got up early
and went down the
street to the news-
paper shop.

‘Have you got

a newspaper boy?28
John said.
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‘Yes, but they want a boy at the next newspaper shop,’ the

man said. ‘How old are you?
" Tm thirteen,’ John said.

‘They don’t want a very young boy,” the man said.

John went to the next newspaper shop,

‘Do you want a newspaper boy? he said.

“Yes, we do,” the man said. ‘How old are you?

‘m fourteen,” John said.

‘Begin tomorrow,” the man sa'id. ‘I'm going to give you a
pound a week.’
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In the evening John said, ‘I'm going to work at the news-
paper shop. The man’s going to give me a pound a
week.’

‘Two bottles of milk and a loaf?¢ of bread every day cost®
a pound a week,” Anne said,

‘I want butter?® and jam?’ with my bread,” James said.

Anne looked in the cupboard.2® ‘There are only a few tins
of food here,” she said.

‘Are we going to go shopping tomorrow? James said.

‘We haven’t got much money,” Helen said.

‘Where’s Father gone? James said. ‘When’s he coming |
back?’ ‘

On Saturday morning Anne took the basket. ‘I’'m going to
go shopping,’?? she said. '

‘I'm going to come with you,’ James said,



‘No,’ Anne said. ‘You and Helen are going to clean the
house.’

Mrs Jones was at her front door. ‘You're out early,” she
said.

‘I'm going shopping,” Anne said.

James said, ‘I’'m not going to clean the house.’

‘Yes, you are,” Helen said. ‘Take this brush.’

‘I'm not going to clean anything,” James said, and he went
out of the house.

There were several cars at the side of the road. James went
down the road. He looked for the dirtiest3® car. Then he stood
near it and waited. A man came towardss! the car.

‘Your car’s very dirty,” James said. ‘I clean cars.’

‘How old are you? the man said.

‘I'm seven,” James said.

‘Youre very young,” the man said.



‘T'm going to be eight in March,” James said.

The man laughed and said, ‘Eight is very young too.’ Then
he got into his car and droves? it away. James went home and
swept the kitchenss floor.
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Anne brought the food home. She said, ‘I'm going to work
in Mrs Smith’s® house. She’s going to give me fifteen pence an
hour.’

‘Now we’re going to have butter and jamon our bread,’ James
said. ‘When’s Mother going to come home?

Helen looked in the basket. There were six oranges. Helen
cut the oranges in half. She stood by the front gate.

Tm selling oranges. Half an orange is two pence,” Helen
shouted.

Some children stopped, and cach of them bought half an
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orange, Then Mrs
Jones came out of
her house and look-
ed at Helen.

Helen  went
into the house.

‘T’ve got twen-
ty-four pence,” He-
len said. ‘Now we’re
all working.’

‘But the or-
anges cost eighteen
pence in the shop,’
John said.

. “Yes, but I’ve got sixpence more than I had this morning,’
Helen said.
At five o’clock Anne came home.
‘Where’s James? Anne said.

‘He went with you,” John said.

‘No, he didn’t,’ Anne said.

They went to the front door and looked up the street.

‘James,’ they shouted. .

Then Mrs Jones came home from the shops.

‘Have you seen James? Anne said.

‘No,” Mrs Jones said. ‘And I haven’t seen your mother for
several days. Is she at home?

‘No,” John said.



In the afternoon Anne took Mrs Smith’s ‘baby for a walk,

s

John closed the curtains.ss

‘Mrs Jones often looks in,” he said. Then James came in.
‘Why have you got that black rabbit? John said.

‘Peters® has gone away,’ James said. ‘I'm going to give his
rabbit some food. He’s going to give me a penny a day.’

‘A penny a day isn’t much,” Helen said.

James took his rabbit into the kitchen. There was a letter
on the mat,

‘Someone has sent Mother a letter,” John said.

‘It’'s from Father, Anne said.

On Sunday morning John got up early and went to the news-
paper shop.



After breakfast Jjohn said, ‘I'm going to take the letter to
Mother., TI'm going to go to Grandmother’s house.’

At twelve o’clock John reached Grandmother’s house and
knocked at the door.

‘Hullo,37 John,” Grandmother said.

‘I've brought a letter. Father’s written to Mother,” John
said.

‘Your mother isn’t here,” Grandmother said,

‘She went out with the bady on Wednesday night,’ John said,
‘and she sometimes comes and stays with you.’

‘She didn’t come on Wedaesday,” Grandmother said. John’s
face was white now. ‘Where is she? he said.

‘Are you and the other children alone in the house? Grand-
mother said.

“Yes,” John said.

Grandmother said, ‘Tomorrow I'm going to come and stay
with you.’
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John knocked at the front door, and Helen ran and opened
it,

‘Did you see Mother? she asked. ‘When is she going to
come home with the bady?

‘She’s not there,” John said. ‘I went to Grandmother’s
house, but Mother isn’t there.}

‘Where’s she gone? James said, and he began crying. Anne
put her arms round him,
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