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PREFACE

This book evolved from Kinney & Lange’s annual seminar on
Intellectual Property for Business Lawyers. We first presented the
seminar in Minneapolis in 1984, and we gradually expanded our
presentation throughout the Upper Midwest. The seminar has
always received an enthusiastic response, and thousands of
lawyers have attended our presentations over the years. This
book is our way of reaching more of you and sharing with you our
interest in, and our commitment to, intellectual property law.

In writing this book, our intent was to prepare a book of gen-
eral interest for attorneys who do not practice regularly in the
area, but who encounter intellectual property problems from time
to time. Corporate lawyers, commercial litigators and general
counsel are our intended audience, but we hope others will find
the book useful as well.

We hope you find the book useful. Our goal is to provide busi-
ness lawyers with a general overview of intellectual property law,
enabling them to identify intellectual property issues and
understand some basic principles. We did not try to write a law
review article or an exhaustive treatise. We did not try to propose
or advocate any particular theories. We wanted to write a practi-
cal book that business lawyers would refer to again and again.

Intellectual property law is evolving quickly these days. This
book was up—to—date when we finished it, but some parts may al-
ready be out of date by the time you read it. We point this out to
you as a reminder that no book can ever be dispositive. This book
is a starting place in analyzing legal problems, not a final stop.

We would like to thank everyone who participated in this
project. First, thanks to Thomson Reuters for approaching us
with the idea for this book, as well as their continued support.
Thanks also to everyone at Kinney & Lange for their support,
particularly our editing team, Austen Zuege, Michael Collins,
Stephen Komarec, and Matt De Ruyter, without whom this work
would never have been completed.

Kinney & Lange, P.A.
July 2014
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