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Fi: Developing Skills for Oral Communication 513

Unit 1 How to build up vocabulary

Unit 2 How to listen effectively

Unit 3 How to make comparison and contrast

Unit 4 How to improve accuracy in speaking

Unit § How to take turns in a discussion

Unit 6 How to clarify and define the meaning of a concept

Unit 7 How to present the pros and cons of a controversial issue
Unit 8  How to make impromptu speeches

Unit 9 How to chair a seminar

Unit 10 How to construct transactional long turns
Unit 11 How to describe the information in graphs
Unit 12 How to challenge an assertion

Unit 13 How to deliver persuasive speeches

Unit 14 How to challenge assumptions

Unit 15 How to do research for presentations
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Unit 1

Listening Activities

Text 1 is adapted from an article in Close-Encounter Motime, a personal weblog.

Text 2 is extracted from “The Apostle of Freedom” presented by John Hanneman at Peninsula Bible
Church/Cupertino on July 3, 1994.

Getting Ready to Talk

Passages on the two theories in Research Work are taken respectively from “Discovering Our Poten-
tial—An Introduction to Character Types” written by Paivi Helminen (1999) and David Keirsey’s
book Please Understand Me II (1998).

“Some Points to Remember About Your Self-Introduction” is adapted from “The Top 10 Points to
Remember About Your Self-Introduction” written by Diana Robinson.

Activity 3

Passage 3 is adapted from “Creative Writing Unit” written by G. Smith for an online writing course.

Unit 2

Warm-up

The sports icons are from the official website of the Olympic Movement.

Listening Activities

Text 1 is adapted from an article that is a part of the special exhibit on the ancient Olympics held by
members of the Perseus Digital Library Project in 1996.

Text 2 is taken from an interview with the director of the International Olympic Truce Center.
Getting Ready to Talk 4
Passage <1> is based on “Happiness or Sorrow: True Olympic Spirit” carried in China Daily on Aug.
17, 2004. ‘ ,
Passage <3> is taken from a speech made by Mitt Romney, President of the Salt Lake City Organiz-
ing Committee, in May 2001.

Passage <4> is taken from Fundamental Principles of the Olympic Charter.

Passage <5> is taken from a speech made by Kofi Annan, the United Nations Secretary General.



Passage <6> is taken from “The Survival of the Olympic Ideals” written by the British Olympic
Association.

Unit 3

Listening Activities

Text 1 and Text 2 are both retrieved and adapted from the website http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2001/
Sgirls/growingpains/index.htm].

Getting Ready to Talk

Passage <1> is based on the article “Adolescent Growth and Development” written by Angela Huebner,
Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist of Family and Child Development at Virginia Tech,
published in March 2000.

Passage <2> is taken from a website on “Adolescence: Change and Continuity”, a site that was pro-
duced by students taking the course “The Transition to Adulthood” and “Adolescent Development” at
the Pennsylvania State University.

Passages <3> and <4> are retrieved and adapted from http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2001/Sgirls/

wingpains/index 1.

Unit 4

Listening Activities

Text 1 is based on an interview with Ellen McDonald published in Mexico Connect, 2000.

Text 2 is taken from a seminar on sustainable tourism held by the London School of Economics and
Political Science.

Getting Ready to Talk

“What is Responsible Tourism?” in Defining Terms is a definition given by the International Center
for Responsible Tourism.

“The Great Wall” in Research Work 1 is taken from Beijing Official Guide, 1999.

Passage <1> in Research Work 3 is based on an article by the Canadian Tourism Human Resource
Council.

Passages <2>, <3>, <4>and <5> in Research Work 3 are taken from articles in the February issue of

Our Planet and the website http://www.socialtours.com/guide/responsible/index.htm.

Unit §

Listening Activities

Text 1 is based on an article from Search Your Love, an online dating service.

Getting Ready to Talk

“Developing Interpersonal Skills” is adapted from an article on the website of Seneca College of
Applied Arts & Technology.



Unit 6
Listening Activities
Text 1 is adapted from an article on the website of Vault Inc., a career service.

Text 2 is adapted from an interview in the “Profile of Success”, a program conducted by the Career
Development Center of Stanford University.
Getting Ready to Talk

Article 2 is based on an article published in Business Wire on June 6, 2005.

Unit 7

Listening Activities

Text 1 is adapted from an article by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, 2005.
Text 2 is an excerpt from an article posted on the website of the University of Minnesota Duluth.
Getting Ready to Talk

Passage <1> in Research Work is adapted from an artide in China Daily, June 3, 2005.

Passage <2> in Research Work is based on an article posted on the website of Weinberg College of
Arts and Sciences, Northwestern University, 2002.

Unit 8

Listening Activities

Text 2 is adapted from an article in Cambridge, March 11, 2001.

Getting Ready to Talk

“Culture Shock” in Defining Terms is taken from “A Short Lesson in Chinese Culture” retrieved at
http.//www.chinaprogram.or, hp?topic=A+Short+Lesson+In+Chi lture.

Passage <3> is taken from “In Praise of Cultural Imperialism” written by David Rothkopf, published
in Foreign Policy on June 22, 1997.

Passage <4> is taken from “The Global Monoculture” written by Maude Barlow and published in
Earth Island Journal.

Passage <5> is taken from an article written by Erla Zwingle and published in National Geographic
in 2000.

Activity 3

“Too Close for Comfort” is taken from Turning Bricks into Jade: Critical Incidents for Mutual Un-

derstanding Among Chinese and Americans by Mary M. Wang et al., published by Intercultural Press,
Inc. in 2000.

Unit9

Listening Activities

Text 1 is taken from the September 2003 issue of English Language Learning.

Text 2 is taken from “Go Ask Alice!”, Columbia University’s Health Q&A Internet Service, at www.
goaskalice.columbia.edu.

viI



Getting Ready to Talk _

Passage <1> in Research Work is taken from “Unhealthy Lifestyle Will Become Leading Cause of
Death in U.S.” written by Susan Aldridge, published in Journal of the American Medical Association
on March 10, 2004.

Passage <2> in Research Work is taken from “Unhealthy Lifestyle Exacts Heavy Toll from Children™
posted on Oct. 16, 2000, at CNN.com.

Passage <3> in Research Work is taken from “Unhealthy Lifestyle Puts One-Third of Beijing at Risk”
at PreventDisease.com, an online magazine.

Passage <4> in Research Work is taken from “Are the Highly Educated at Greater Risk for Mental
Health Problems?” written by Leonard Holmes, posted at mentalhealth.about.com.

“Tips for Reducing or Controlling Stress” is adapted from an article by the U.S. National Mental
Health Association.

“Why Am I So Tired?” in Enjoy the Humor is adapted from Context Magazine, Winter 2002/2003.
Activity 4

The example is adapted from 50 High-Impact Speeches & Remarks: Proven Words You Can Adapt for
Any Business Occasion written by John Kador, published by McGraw-Hill Higher Ed. in 2003.

Unit 10

Listening Activities

Text 1 is taken partly from “History of the Chinese Language” written by Paul and Bernice Noll in
2005. A

Text 2 is adapted from an article in China Daily, Dec. 26, 2004.

Getting Ready to Talk

Passage <1> is adapted from Awash in Dialects, China Relies on Mandarin as Common Tongue—But
How Common Is It written by Christopher Bodeen published by Associated Press in 2004.

Passage <2> is adapted from an article in China Daily, Aug. 19, 2002.

Unit 11

Listening Activities

Text 1 is adapted from an article retrieved from http://www.bbe.co.uk/northernireland/eyewitness/
difference/women/index.shtml.

Text 2 is taken from China Daily, Feb. 28, 2005.

Getting Ready to Talk

“Six Types of Inequality” in Research Work 2 is written by Amartya Sen and published in India’s
National Magazine, Volume 18, Issue 22, Oct. 27-Nov. 9, 2001.

Unit 12

Listening Activities

Text 1 is based on the “Notes and Quotes” taken from filmtracks.com.
v



Text 2 is adapted from an interview by Randall D. Larson, published in CinemaScore, #11/12 double
issue, Fall/Winter 1998.

Getting Ready to Talk

Passage <1> is retrieved from worldhistory.com.

Edited excerpts in passage <2> are from CAS Forum,1999.

Passage <3> is from “Roles of Sound”, an interview by Kimberly Jaynes in 1999.
Passage <4> is adapted from “Lisa Gerrard: The Color of Sound” written by Bryan Reesman on Feb.
1,2003.

Passage <5> is taken from “The Sound on the Screen”, published in Sundance Institute Insider, July
2004.

Passage <6> is based on “The Aesthetics of Film Music” written by Roy A. Prendergast.

Activity 3

The material is adapted from “The Functions of Film Music” written by Yair Oppenheim,
filmscoremonthly.com.

Unit 13

Listening Activities

Text 1 is adapted from “Studies Confirm Dirty Air May Cause Disease” posted on March 6, 2002, at
CNN.com.

Text 2 is adapted from “Humanity Cannot Live Without Nature, but Nature Can Live Without Hu-
manity” written by Mike Adams, posted on NewsTarget.com.

Getting Ready to talk

Passage <1> in Topic 1 is taken from “Environmental Destruction: Who’s Responsible? Who Profits?
How Do We End It?” written by Traviss Thomas and published in The People s Tribune, Vol. 26, No.
10, Oct., 1999.

Passage <2> is taken from “The Problem of Environmental Protection” written by Dwight R. Lee and
published in The Freeman: Ideas on Liberty, April 2001.

The passage in Topic 2 is taken from Producing Greener, Consuming Smarter, a document by the
Global Environmental Change Programme.

Activity 1

The passage is adapted from “Litter and the Environment” at www.noosa.qgld.gov.au.

Activity 2

The picture is taken from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Activity 3

The diagrams are retrieved from NewScientist.com.

Activity 4

The passage is adapted from “Bus Pollution Sends Parents into Panic” broadcast on Cincinnati WLWV
TV, Ohio, on April 8, 2005.



Unit 14

Listening Activities

Text 1 is based on an article written by Cesar Chelala, published in The Japan Times on May 22, 2004.
Getting Ready to Talk

The cartoon in Reading 1 is taken from “Homophobia: The Fear Behind the Hatred” written by Scott
Bidstrup.

“What Is Homophobia?” in Reading 1 is from Homophobia: How We All Pay the Price? edited by
Warren J. Blumenfeld, published by Beacon Press in 1992,

“Chinese Society Is More Tolerant of Homosexuality” in Reading 2 is edited and translated by Zheng
Guihong for china.org.cn according to reports at chinanews.com.cn.

“An Inclusive Anti-AIDS War Needed” in Reading 3 is taken from China Daily, Jan. 22, 2005.

Unit 15

Listening Activities

Text 1 is taken from China Today, February 2002.

Text 2 is taken from Mercer County Intranet, 2000.

Getting Ready to Talk

Passage <1> is adapted from an article published in Beijing Review on May 5, 2005.
Passage <2> is based on an article posted on the website of Strawbery Banke Museum.
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Who Am I?

Who am 1? People have been asking that question for thousands of years.
Many artists and writers search for the answer in their self-portraits and
autobiographies. For them, to know oneself does not simply mean to know one’s
name or his physical appearance. Personality, temperament, past experienc‘é or
future hopes... They are all parts of one’s deeper self. Self-portraits and autbbi-
ographies give artists and writers a channel to voice their curiosﬁy and exhibit
their efforts to know and present themselves to others. Have you ever asked
yourself such a question? What are your ways to know and understand yourself'?'
And how will you describe yourself to others? As college students, we should
think about these questions, and learn some basic skills in how to describe and
introduce ourselves to others. In this unit, we will focus our attention on describ-
ing our physical appearance as well as our character, and by doing so learn
more about ourselves.




(>Session 1 Getting Started

.............
.........................................

Look at the following self-portraits made by Vincent van Gogh. They were respectively made
in 1887, 1888, and 1889.

Vincent van Gogh, Self-Portrait Vincent van Gogh, Self-Portrait Vincent van Gogh,
with Straw Hat, 1887 Dedicated to Paul Gauguin, 1888 Self-Portrait, 1889
e After seeing these self-portraits, what kind of person do you think Vincent van Gogh is?

According to your understanding, why do artists make self-portraits? Can you name some other
artistic forms for artists to represent themselves?

Have you ever thought about the question—Who am I? What are your ways to find its answer?

If you are going to draw yourself a portrait, what message do you want to convey?

1. Listening Activities

......................................................

*Q. Listen to the text about a gitl's self-portrait (see Text 1 for script).
@ Prepare to answer the following questions after the first listening.
1) Can you give a description of the girl’s appearance?
2) Is the girl satisfied with her look?
3) What kind of clothes does the girl prefer wearing?

@ Prepare to discuss with your partner after the second listening.
1) According to the girl, how does the world define female beauty? Does she agree?
2) Can you describe the girl’s character from what she says?
3) How would you describe yourself?

29



jListen to the tape about a speech entitled “I'm Special” (see Text 2 for script).
® Prepare to answer the following questions after the first listening.
1) How many aspects does the author cover in claiming his specialness?
2) What does the author mean in saying “I'm a symphony”?
3) According to the author, what is the purpose of being special?

® Prepare to discuss the following questions with your partner after the second listening.
1) Do you think you are special? In what ways are you different from others?
2) Do you want to be different? Why or why not?
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1. Getting Ready to Talk

------------------------------------------------------

1. Vocabulary Builder

2. Research Work

Read the following personality theones You WI|| need to use‘ thgm’ and then oomment on

\ A00 VA ‘_ i VS
them in later discussions. ' : z’
12891 OF MI9IBVO1G 12010 TO 19D10

>
T —



