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Unit One

PERO® Statements)

Complete each of the statements with what you hear and choose A or B to explain the
word or phrase in bold.

1.

<

Tough new safety standards have been introduced for cars in this country. (A)

The policeman was speaking to the Headquarters on his walkie-talkie. (B)

Every year in Britain, 30,000 people suffer permanent disabilities as a result of strokes. (A)
Bob and I have been great buddies for years, but recently we haven’t seen each other. (B)
The supersonic travel age began on May 24, 1976 when Concorde first flew from London to
Washington. (A)

PEREEE®  Dialogucs

Dialogue One

FSFEEE

A Teacher of Spoken English
Do you know Professor Simpson?
Oh, yes. He was my spoken English course teacher last year.
We have a class in linguistics with him this semester.
Really? Now you’d better work hard at oral English practice.
Why?
Because Professor Simpson is not only an expert on communication theories but also a
tough grader. He used to give bad grades to students who felt shy to speak in our class.
Well, that’s not really bad news to me.
Right, many of my classmates like you enjoyed his lectures very much. They still keep in
touch with him now.

. Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.
1. What is the relationship between the two speakers? (C)

2.

What subject does Professor Simpson teach this semester? (B)

3. What suggestion does the girl give the boy? (A)



A

4.
5.

ZIENT I HFE

What kind of teacher is Professor Simpson? (D)
Which of the following is NOT true according to the dialogue? (D)

Il Listen to the dialogue again and write T for True or F for False for the information you hear.

1.

vk W

Last year the girl attended a class in spoken English given by the professor. (T)
The professor gives bad grades to the students who feel shy to speak in class. (T)
The boy likes the professor though the girl calls him a tough grader. (T)

The students keep in touch with the professor after they graduate. (T)

Many students like oral English, but not communication theories. (F)

Dialogue Two

M:

W:

W:

Preparing a Speech
I’ll be the main talker in the classroom discussion tomorrow morning. I’'m a little nervous
indeed.
I hate to get up in front of the audience. I often forget what to say and don’t know where to
put my hands.
Oh, not so serious as that. Someone might freeze up for a while in front of the audience. But
once you have made a start, you’ll carry on with what you’ve prepared, and your perfor-
mance wouldn’t be too bad.

: Yes. There is something I should learn from you, you know, self-confidence. By the way,

how have you prepared your speech?

Not very well, I'm afraid. I didn’t write every word of the speech, just an outline of about 80
words.

Are you sure you can do the presentation well only depending on a rough draft of main ideas?
Yes, almost. You know, the speech is about my personal experience in learning spoken
English. I'm going to talk on the most familiar topic of my study to my classmates. I'm not
afraid of anything. The key problem is how to compose the speech and make it
understandable.

You’re wonderful! I hope you succeed in tomorrow’s public speaking.

. Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.

L.

nokh W

What will the man do tomorrow? (A)

What is the woman’s attitude towards public speaking? (B)

What is your impression of the man according to the dialogue? (D)
How does the man prepare his speech? (C)

Why is the man confident that he can give a good speech? (B)
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il. Listen to the dialogue again and write T for True or F for False for the information you hear.
1. The man thinks giving a speech is not as serious as the woman has said. (T)

2. The woman thinks that there is something in what the man has said about delivering a speech.

(T)

3. The man says that he often freezes up for a while in front of the audience. (F)

4. The woman wonders how the man can do the presentation well depending only on a rough

draft of main ideas. (T)

5. The speech the man will make tomorrow is about several students’ personal experiences in

learning spoken English. (F)

Dialogue Three

Dad:
Micky:
Dad:
Emily:

Dad:

Micky:
Dad:

Micky:
Dad:
Emily:

Dad:

Micky:
Dad:
Emily:
Dad:
Emily:
Dad:

Christmas Is Coming!
Well, Christmas is almost here. So, my kids, what do you want from Santa this year?
A toy car and walkie-talkies.
Really? Well, and what about you, Emily? What do you want for Christmas?

If I can’t have a radio, um, I want some dolls. And if I can’t have some dolls, it doesn’t
matter really what I get.

Wow. Well, I'm excited, and Santa is coming. And how is Santa going to get inside the
house, Micky?

Um, go down the chimney...

Okay, so he’s going to go down the chimney, and should we prepare anything for
Santa?

Yeah!

What are we going to prepare for him, Emily?

Um, we could prepare some cookies for him and some hot chocolate, and, um, we
could give Rudolph some, um, hot chocolate in a bowl and a cookie. And we could give
the reindeer some cookies and some hot chocolate in a bowl.

Well, what do you think? They, um, reindeer probably don’t eat cookies, but what else
could we give them, Micky?

Um, apples.

Ah, that’s good. And, uh...

Oranges and bananas.

Okay, and what time do you think we should go to bed?

Um, seven.

About seven o’clock. Well, that’s exciting. I'm really happy that Christmas is coming.
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|. Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.
1. What does the little boy ask for for Christmas? (A)
2. What does the girl want most for Christmas? (B)
3. What kind of food do the children want to prepare for Santa’s reindeer? (C)
4. What time do they plan to go to bed? (A)
5. How is Santa going to enter the house? (B)

Il. Listen to the dialogue again and complete the following sentences.
Christmas is coming and the father wanted to know what his two children, Micky and Emily,
would ask Santa for as Christmas gifts. Micky says that he wants a toy car and walkie-talkies and

Emily says that she wants a radio or some dolls. The father is very excited and asks his children to
prepare something for Santa and his reindeer. After their discussion, they decide to prepare cookies

and fruits before they come into their house.

IPGFOIRE® Passages

Passage One

We Often Think of the Future

We often think of the future. We often wonder what the world will be like in a hundred years’
time.

Think of space, perhaps a permanent station on the moon will have been set up. Perhaps people
will be able to visit the Moon as tourists. Cheap rockets for space travel will have been developed,
permitting long journeys throughout the solar system. When that time comes, people will be taking
vacations in space and visiting other planets. Great progress will have been made in medicine, too.
Perhaps a cure will have been discovered for the most terrible of all cancer diseases..Pollution is a
big problem for us to solve. In a hundred years’ time it will have been controlled.

The whole world will have been developed—even Antarctica. There will be large cities in
Antarctica. We already have supersonic flight, but in a hundred years’ time, we will have supersonic
land travel as well.

We will have used up most of the Earth’s land to build our cities, so floating cities will have
been built. The Japanese already have plans for cities of this kind. And there will be cities under the
sea. The first of these will have been completed.

. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.
1. What do we often wonder? (B)

2. What will a permanent station on the Moon make possible? (A)
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3. What will permit long journeys throughout the solar system? (D)
4. What progress will have been made in medicine in a hundred years’ time? (C)
5. What will take place in Antarctica? (D)

Il. Listen to the passage again and write T for True or F for False for the information you hear.

1. When that time comes, people will have some trouble in taking vacations in space and visit-
ing other planets. (F)

2. In a hundred years’ time pollution will have been controlled. (T)

3. We already have supersonic flight, and in a hundred years’ time, we will even have space
travel. (F)

4. Floating cities will have been built on the oceans in one hundred years. (T)

5. Up to now, no country has had any plan for floating cities. (F)

Passage Two
Hotlines

Hotlines have become common now. Some radio broadcasting stations use hotlines to encour-
age the audience to take part in their discussion programmes.

That’s a good idea. Yet, the fact is, some people do nothing but spoil the whole programme.

Some people know little about the topic under discussion. Sometimes they do not even know
what the host is talking about. So the host has to tell the caller what the programme is about. Usually
the caller will ask a few questions which express his hope and show his ignorance. Then the host has
to answer and explain—how silly this is! It wastes a lot of time.

It seems that some people phone the hotlines just for fun. They just want to let the listeners hear
them. They don’t care what the topic is, whether they themselves are interested in it or how silly
they appear to be.

I'm totally bored by those people. It’s necessary for radio stations to improve the hotline
programmes. In my opinion, if a caller doesn’t know what is going on, the operator should not let
the call ring in. ‘

|. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.
1. What do some radio stations use hotlines to do? (C)

How do some callers perform in the programmes? (D)

What does the host have to tell the caller? (A)

What does the speaker have to say about the cooperation between the host and the caller? (B)

What will radio stations have to do in this case? (D)

A



RFERFN I #TE

I. Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions you hear.
1. What does the caller ask in the programme?
A few questions which express his hope and show his ignorance.
2. Why do some people phone the hotlines?
For fun.
3. What is the callers’ performance like in the talk show?
They want the listeners to hear them talk. They don’t mind how silly they appear to be.
4. Does the speaker like the talk show?
No, he is totally bored by these people.
5. What opinion does the speaker express about this kind of talk show?
If a caller doesn’t know what is going on, the operator should not let the call ring in.

Passage Three
Work-related Accidents on the Increase
in Some Developing Countries

Work can be harmful to your health. Each year, more than two million people die from work-
related accidents or diseases. Labour-related deaths represent four percent of all deaths around the
world.

And here are some other estimates in a recent report from the International Labour Organisation,
or [ILO, a United Nations agency.

About two hundred and seventy million workplace accidents happen each year. In addition,
there are about one hundred and sixty million cases of work-related sicknesses. The most common
include cancers, muscle and bone diseases, lung diseases, hearing loss and blood-flow disorders.

Dangerous substances are blamed for more than four hundred thousand deaths each year. As-
bestos alone is responsible for an estimated one hundred thousand deaths. Asbestos is a material
that can lead to lung cancer and other diseases.

Diseases cause most of the deaths among workers. But deadly accidents at work also appear to
be increasing in some developing countries as their economies expand quickly. This is true espe-
cially in Latin America and Asia.

About seventeen percent of all deadly workplace accidents happen in the building industry.
Each year at least sixty thousand people die in such accidents. Many workers come from poor areas.
They have little experience with heavy machinery and little training in safety.

The farming industry employs half of all workers in the world. In most developing countries,
farming is the biggest employer. The risks from agricultural work include the use of pesticides.
These chemicals cause an estimated seventy thousand poisoning deaths each year. In addition, the
most recent estimates show that at least seven million people get very sick but survive.



When workers suffer, so might their employers. The ILO estimates that about four percent of
world economic production is lost to job accidents.

Higher rates of job accidents are found among workers aged from fifteen to twenty-four and
those aged fifty-five and older. More people in those two age groups are expected to enter the
workforce. So the International Labour Organisation is calling for special programmes to help younger
and older workers stay safe on the job.

I. Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.
1. What is the percentage of labour-related deaths amongst all deaths in the world? (B)
2. How many workplace accidents happen each year? (B)
3. How many deaths do dangerous substances cause each year? (A)
4. How many people die in building industry accidents each year? (D)
5. Among whom are higher rates of job accidents found? (D)

II. Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions you hear.
1. How many cases of work-related sicknesses take place each year?
About 160 million.
2. What is asbestos?
A dangerous materical that can lead to lung cancer and other diseases.
3. What does fast economic expansion in some developing countries bring?
Deadly accidents at work appear to be increasing.
4. What do the risks from agricultural work include?
The use of pesticides.
5. Why is there a high death rate in building industry accidents?
Many workers come from poor areas. They have little experience with heavy machinery and

little training in safety.

%

NEEENGHE® Idioms and Proverbs

I. In each of the four dialogues there is one idiom or proverb in bold. Listen and fill in the
missing words in each blank to explain its meaning.

Dialogue One
A: How come the front door is open? Didn’t you close it before we went shopping?
B: I'm sure I did. I can’t understand it.

A: Frankly, I smell a rat.
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B:
A:

Me, too. I'm convinced that something is definitely wrong here.
We’d better call the police.

Dialogue Two

A:
B:

A:

Have you seen their house lately? It’s really gone to the dogs.
It’s true that it has become run-down and in serious need of repair, but I’'m sure that it can

be fixed up to look like new.
I guess with a little carpentry work and some paint it could look pretty decent.

Dialogue Three

A:
B:

A:

I haven’t seen Mark lately. Do you know where he’s been?

As far as I know, he’s still hanging around with those rock musicians. He’s been attending
their rehearsals, hoping to pick up a few pointers.

Birds of a feather flock together. I know he wants to start his own group, so I guess I
shouldn’t be surprised that he hasn’t had much time for his buddies. Still, I'd like to hear
from him just to see how it’s going.

: People with the same interests do tend to associate with each other. But I agree with you;

that’s no excuse for not keeping in touch with old friends.

Dialogue Four

A:

B:
A

B:

If we want better working conditions, we’ve got to get together and make up a list of
grievances to present to the administration.

But what makes you think they’ll listen to us?

In unity there is strength! We won’t get anywhere by complaining individually. We can

accomplish more as a group than we can by ourselves.
That makes sense. Let’s call a meeting of all the employees of the shop. We can pin down

our demands and present a united front. Maybe we’ll get someplace this time.

Il. Read aloud the dialogues by role-play and give the idiom or proverb a definition based on
your listening.

1.

2
3.
4

smell a rat: feel that something is wrong

. go to the dogs: become run-down

Birds of a feather flock together: People of the same type seem to gather together.

. In unity there is strength: A group of people with the same goals can accomplish more than

individuals can.



l. Short Conversations
In this part, you will hear ten short conversations. Each of them is followed by a question,
for which you'll have to choose the correct answer from the four choices.

1.

M:
Ww:

o ERQ

IeFZ0E

CPEFQIZpiIsossex

Good morning. I'd like to speak to Mr. Philips, please.

Mr. Philips is not at this office today. He’s at the Gulou Branch. He’s there Monday,
Wednesday and Friday this week.

When will Mr. Philips be at this office? (D)

How was your trip to Chicago?

To tell the truth I would rather have spent my vacation here.

What does the woman mean? (D)

Have you finished the assignment given by Professor Smith? I don’t think you have
much difficulty doing that experiment.

No, but I didn’t expect it would take me most of the day.

What does the man mean? (D)

Have you finished with your paper?

Finally, I’ve done nothing else this week but type it.

What does the woman say about the paper? (C)

Come along, now. Open your mouth. I can’t give you the injection with your mouth
closed, can 1?

[ don’t want an injection. I hate needles.

Where is the conversation most probably taking place? (A)

You still have one hour to wait, so relax.

Relax! How can I when I’'m so anxious about the interview!

What does the woman mean? (D)

Looks like you’ve got a lot of reading to do.

And that’s just for my philosophy class!

What does the woman mean? (B)

Hey, there will be a programme on Channel 4 at eight you might like. It’s about cats.
I'haven’t heard about it. But you are right. I am interested in it.

What will the woman probably do? (D)

I'heard you were the only one who got an A in the physics test.

No, quite a few of my classmates did. I don’t think the test was difficult.

What does the man imply? (D)
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10. M: These oranges are good.
W: Good? They are the best I’ ve ever had.
Q: What does the woman mean? (A)

l. Passages
Passage One
individualism

The most important thing to understand about Americans is probably their devotion to
“individualism”. They have been trained since very early in their lives to consider themselves as
separate individuals who are responsible for their own situations in life and their own destinies.

You can see individualism in the way Americans treat their children. Even very young children
are given opportunities to make their own choices and express their opinions. A parent will ask a
one-year-old child what colour balloon she wants, which candy bar she would prefer, or whether
she wants to sit next to mommy or daddy. The child’s preference will normally be accommodated.

Some American child-rearing magazines state that the parents’ objective in raising a child is to
create a responsible, self-reliant individual who, by the age of 18 or so, is ready to move out of the
parents’ house and make his or her own way in life. Americans take the advice very seriously, so
that a person beyond the age of about 20 who is still living at home with his or her parents may be
thought of as being unable to lead a normal, independent life.

Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the questions you hear.
1. What is the passage mainly about? (A)
What is probably the most important thing to understand about Americans? (B)
What can you say about the way Americans treat their children? (D)
Generally speaking, what does a child do by the age of 18 or so according to the passage? (C)

LR W

What do people think of an adult who is still living at his or her parents’ home? (B)

Passage Two
Changes in Family Life in Britain
There are many reasons why family life in Britain has changed so much in the last fifty years.
The liberation of women in the early part of the twentieth century and the social and economic
effects of World War II had a great impact on traditional family life. Women became essential to
industry and the professions. During the war they worked in factories and proved their worth. Then,
with the loss of millions of men, their services were indispensable to the nation.
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More recently, great advances in scientific knowledge, particularly in medicine, have had enor-
. mous social consequences. Children are better cared for and far healthier. Infant death rate is low.
Above all, parents can now plan the size of their family if they wish through more effective means
of birth control.

Different attitudes to religion, authority and tradition generally have also greatly contributed to
changes in family life. But these developments have affected all aspects of society. It is particularly
interesting to note that the concept of “family” as a social unit has survived all these challenges.

Listen to the passage and answer the following questions you hear.

1. What is this passage mainly about?
Reasons for changes in family life in Britain.

2. What had a great impact on traditional family life?
The liberation of women in the early part of the twentieth century and the social and eco-
nomic effects of World War II.

3. Why did British women become indispensable to industry after World War I1?
Because millions of men died in the war.

4. What remained unchanged in spite of all the challenges to family life?
The concept of “family” as a social unit.

5. What have also greatly contributed to changes in family life?
Great advances in scientific knowledge, particularly in medicine and different attitudes to

religion, authority and tradition.

Passage Three ,
The National Health Service
Listen to the passage and write down the missing words in the blanks.

The National Health Service in Britain was set up in 1948 (1) shortly after the end of the Second
World War. Its aim is to provide free medical treatment for all patients who wish to (2) take advan-
tage of the service. However, it is still possible to (3) obtain private medical treatment and in this
case the doctor (4) charges a fee.

To say that the National Health Service is free is not entirely true. Every employed or self-
employed person over sixteen years of age must put a stamp on (5) an insurance card every week.
This card is (6) issued by a government department called the Department of Health and Social

Security. The stamp costs money and the amount is (7) constantly changing. Part of the cost of this
stamp, in fact the greater part, is borne by the employer and it finances the National Health Service
(8) together with many other Social Security benefits. At present, except for children under sixteen



