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Unit 1

Part I Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) (15 minutes)
Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the
passage quickly and answer the questions on Answer Sheet 1 .

For questions 1 — 7, mark

Y ( for YES) if the statement agrees with informa-
tion given in the passage;
N( for NO) if the statement contradicts the infor-

mation given in the passage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the
passage.

For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the infor-

mation given in the passage .
Cloning

Cloning means to create a copy of living matter, such as a cell
or organism. The copies produced through cloning have identical ge-
netic makeup and are known as clones. Many organisms in nature
reproduce by cloning. Scientists use cloning techniques in the labora-
tory to create copies of cells or organisms with valuable traits. Their
work aims to find practical applications for cloning that will produce
advances in medicine, biological research, and industry.

Despite the drawbacks, scientists believe that animal cloning
will one day advance agricultural practices and medicine, and even
prevent the extinction of endangered animals. In agriculture, cloned

cattle could produce a higher yield of meat or milk. The pharmaceu-
1



tical (#Z5#9) industry already uses cloned animals to produce drugs
for human use. For example, PPL Therapeutics in Scotland has
generated sheep that produce milk containing a protein that helps in
the treatment of hemophilia. One day pharmaceutical firms may
clone large populations of genetically modified animals to quickly and
inexpensively derive this protein for use in drug products.

Cloned animals could also improve laboratory experiments. Re-
searchers could create many genetically identical animals to reduce
the variability in a sample population used in experiments, making it
easier for scientists to evaluate disease. Moreover, scientists could
clone a large number of animals that suffer from a human disease,
such as arthritis (474 ), to study the disease’s progression and
potential treatments. Some cloned animals such as sheep and pigs
live for years, and scientists could use these animals to evaluate their
long-term response to drug treatments.

New areas of science often raise questions about safety. Early
experiments in animal cloning attracted attention over its potential
dangers. In some experiments in the early 1990s, for example,
cloned cows developed faulty immune systems. Other projects creat-
ed cloned mice that grew obese (AEBEA). In some studies, cloned
animals seemed to grow old faster and die younger than normal
members of the species.

In 2002 the National Academy of Sciences released a report
calling for a legal ban on human cloning. The report concluded that
the high rate of health problems in cloned animals indicates that such
an effort in humans would be highly dangerous for the mother and
developing embryo and is likely to fail.

Beyond safety, the possibility of cloning humans also raises a

2



variety of social issues. What psychological issues would result for a
cloned child who is the identical twin of his or her parent? How will
a cloned child deal with the pressures of being compared to its genet-
ic donor? A clone will never be identical to the genetic donor because
environmental differences will influence the clone’ s development.
Still, a cloned boy created from basketball star Michael Jordan’s ge-
netic material, for example, could suffer considerable criticism if he
decided to pursue classical piano instead of slam-dunking.

Are these issues compelling enough to ban the cloning of hu-
mans? Although some scholars argue that a clone might face unique
problems, most offspring face some sort of burden. Children from
poor families, for example, suffer some hardships that children from
wealthy homes never imagine. Children in some developing nations
face a tougher life than children in the United States. Nevertheless,
few people would encourage a ban against having babies because of
financial status or where a person lives. Cloning proponents argue
that human cloning should not be banned simply because of potential
hardships for the offspring.

If human cloning ever becomes an option for parents, financial
status could play a role because cloning would probably be expensive
and only available to the wealthy. Accordingly, wealthy families
might use cloning to give their offspring the best characteristics
imaginable. Scientists could use genetic engineering to put together
genes for such characteristics as beauty or intelligence, and then
clone the cell to make a super child of sorts. If that capability was
only available to wealthy people, the divide between the wealthy and
the poor could widen farther than ever imagined.

Soon after the cloning of the first human embryos in 2001, the
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Roman Catholic Church condemned such research. Many other reli-
gions agree that human cloning should be entirely and forever
banned. Theologians (## %) view cloning as a thorny (B{FH)
issue, an example of the ongoing tension between faith and science.
Some people believe the scientific advances that enable human
cloning are a God-given blessing. Others argue that scientists should
not presume to play God by manipulating human genetic makeup.
Some opponents claim that cloning must be forbidden because it in-
volves destroying human embryos (JEH&) — such as the ones used
to harvest stem cells. These opponents argue that any embryo is a
viable human being and should never be destroyed intentionally.

These religious viewpoints, however, do not end the discussion
over whether banning is right or wrong, good or bad. In all likeli-
hood, the future of cloning in the United States and in other nations
will depend on political actions. For instance, in August 2001 Presi-
dent George W. Bush used his executive powers to ban the use of
federal funds for research on new stem cells derived from human em-
bryos. This ban halted federally funded scientists from cloning new
human stem cells from embryos, but it allowed them to continue us-
ing stem cells already developed. This ban did not prevent privately
funded scientists from pursuing research on embryonic stem cells
from humans. v

While Bush’s policy dictated how government money would be
spent on stem cell research, in the United States no federal legisla-
tion exists that regulates cloning, although a number of bills that re-
strict or ban cloning have been introduced to Congtess. For exam-
ple, in July 2001 the U.S. House of Representatives voted in favor
of a bill outlawing any sort of human cloning. According to this bill,
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any scientist participating in human cloning — whether federally or
privately funded — would face ten years in prison and a $ 1 million
fine. This bill would also make it illegal to import any product de-
veloped from human cloning. In other words, even if scientists in
another country developed a wonder drug through a process that in-
volved human cloning, it could not be used in the United States.
The bill sparked controversy in the Senate for its limitations on the
_ therapeutic (J8¥7 ) use of cloning.

Other nations have sought to regulate human cloning, with
varying degrees of restriction. France and Italy have banned human
cloning altogether, and Russia’s government approved a five-year
moratorium (¥ 2£) on all human cloning research in 2001. The
United Kingdom passed the Human Reproduetive Cloning Bill in
2001, which “prohibits the placing in a woman of a human embryo
which has been created otherwise than by fertilization (38§).” But
British law permits scientists to create human embryos for research
purposes. In Australia, the Gene Technology Act 2000 prohibits
trying to clone humans or make human-animal hybrids (JE&#)).
Many countries have yet to create laws against human cloning.
Canada’ s government, for example, has tried twice to pass a law
against human cloning, but both attempts failed.
ERHSREEESEF 1 HE%;8- 10 SMAESEF1 L,
1. The passage mainly deals with the measures that can be taken by

governments to ban human cloning.
2. If cloning techniques can be applied practically, it will benefit
many fields, including medicine, agriculture as well as biology.
3. One of the problems in animal cloning is the cloned animals may

grow faster than the normal ones.



4. Cloning?a lot of animals that suffer from a human disease will en-
able scientists to find the way to cure the disease.

5. By using genetic engineering, it is possible for scientists to create
a child with certain talent.

6. American President banned research on stem cells from human
embryos in August 2001.

7. The U.S. Senate did not vote in favor of the bill against human
cloning approved by U. S. House of Representatives in J uly
2001.

Part N Reading Comprehension (25 minutes)
(Reading in Depth)

Section A
Directions: In this section , there is a passage with ten blanks. You
are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices
given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage
through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the
bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter
Jor each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the cen-
ter . You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.
Questions 47 to 56 are based on the following passage.

All of us have read thrilling stories in which the hero had only a

limited and specified time to live. Sometimes it was as long as a

year; sometimes as short as twenty-four hours, but always we were

interested in discovering just how the  (47) man chose to spend

his last days or his last hours. I speak, of course, of free men who

have a choice, not condemned criminals whose (48)  of activi-
6



ties is strictly delimited. Such stories set up thinking, _ (49
what we should do under similar circumstances. What associations
should we  (50) into those last hours as mortal beings? What
happiness should we find in  (51)  the past, what regrets?
Sometimes I have thought it would be an _ (52)  rule to live each
day as if we should die tomorrow. Such an attitude would _ (53)
sharply the values of life. We should live each day with a gentle-
ness, a vigor, and a keenness of appreciation which are often lost
when time stretches before us in the constant __(54)  of more days
and months and years to come. There are those, of course, who
would adopt the epicurean motto of “Eat, drink, and be merry,”
most people would be chastened by the certainty of  (55)  death.
Most of us take life for granted. We know that one day we must
die, but usually we  (56)  that day as far in the future, when we
are in buoyant health, death is all but unimaginable.

R AR 2 L,

A) idea I) knowing
B) panorama ]) emphasize
C) picture K) sphere

D) unsatisfied L) excellent
E) wondering o M) decrease
F) doomed N) impending
G) crowd O) reviewing
H) intelligent

Section B

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is

Sollowed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of
7



