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Preface

As the problems in worldwide energy supply and the environment become increasingly serious, renewable energy is
receiving more attention from the world, due to its characteristics of environmental cleanliness and virtue of being a
renewable resource. In addition renewable energy has the potential to meet the requirements and contribute to
sustainable development for all of human society. In order to promote global renewable energy development, the
Beijing Intemnational Renewable Energy Conference 2005 (BIREC 2005) was successfully held in the Great Hall of
the People in Beijing China during November 7 and 8, 2005. More than 1200 delegates from 92 countries, regions,
relevant international organizations, and non-govemment organizations attended the Conference.

As global petroleum prices continue to rise and energy and environmental problems become increasingly more
serious, the BIREC 2005 Conference is another historical milestone for the development of renewable energy
foliowing the Bonn International Renewable Energy Conference 2004 held in Germany. The Conference was
an important event in the field of global energy development in 2005 and received priority attention from the
international community. The Chairman of the People’s Republic of China, Hu Jintao, sent a Congratulatory
Letter in writing to the Conference, which pointed out that strengthening the development and use of renewable
energy is the key to dealing with increasingly serious energy and environment problems and to realizing
sustainable development for human society. In order to increase the development and use of renewable energy,
international cooperation must be strengthened, which means that the international community should reinforce
cooperation in the areas of R & D, technology transfer, and investment capital so as to make full use of
renewable energy in human society to the benefit of people worldwide.

The Vice-Premier of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, Zeng Peiyan, attended the opening
ceremony and delivered a speech that elaborated global and China trends for energy supply and demand,
policy development, renewable energy development objectives and deployment priorities, and trends in
policies and measures. Kofi Annan, the Secretary of the United Nations, also sent the Conference a written
speech, which pointed out that many governments had reached an agreement three years before to
substantially increase the proportion of renewable resources in the global energy mix. The speech stated the
Beijing International Renewable Energy Conference would be a good foundation for the fourteenth session of
the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-14), to be held in May 2006 and which will put an
emphasis on dealing with energy and environmental related issues.

The information exchanges in the Conference included discussions on the current status of renewable energy
technology development, a high level ministerial forum, discussions on evaluation mechanisms, international
cooperation, and multi-party dialogues. In addition the Conference arranged four special forums, including the
Investment and Finance Forum, the Renewable Energy Industrialists and Entrepreneurs Forum, the
Renewable Energy Technology Forum, and the South-South Cooperation Forum. The forums provided an
opportunity to promote broad communication and discussion on important topics by participating scientists,
entrepreneurs, and other delegates for the free exchange of ideas and opinions.

Altogether more than 80 delegates made invited speeches and more than 500 delegates participated in the
discussion sessions. At the same time, exhibitions were held by major renewable energy enterprises and



research institutes home and abroad. The Conference also reviewed the development history of global renewable
energy, analyzed its current status and existing barriers to future development, exchanged development
experiences among participating nations, and discussed approaches and measures for intemational cooperation.
A special topic included discussions for the effective support of renewable energy in developing countries by the
industrialized countries, to further increase the global awareness of the importance of renewable energy’s
exploitation and application in meeting developing country priorities. The Conference concluded by reaching an
agreement for the Bejjing Declaration on Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development.

The Beijing Declaration on Renewable Energy for Sustainable Developmentis one of the important achievements of
the Conference. The Declaration reaffirned that participating countries would fulfill the promises they had made at
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the United Nations 2005 Millennium Review Summit to
substantially increase the proportion of renewable energy in the world’s energy mix. It emphasized that the
development and use of renewable energy had brought many benefits for realizing diversity of energy, increasing the
supply of energy, improving energy security, protecting the environment, increasing job opportunities, eradicating
poverty, and combating climate change. It also pointed out the imbalance of global renewable energy development
because major technology advances and progress in renewable energy utilization is concentrated in developed
countries, and most developing countries do not have access to modem energy services.

The Declaration also stressed that international cooperation for renewable energy should be strengthened and that
developed countries should support developing countries in increasing access to capital and advanced technology,
particutarly in the area of technology transfer. Developed countries should help developing countries to set up
renewable energy industrial systems and promote the establishment of global integrated energy systems. The
Declaration underlined the important role that policy support plays in promoting renewable energy development and
pointed out the importance of setting up fair markets, promoting private sector investment, and providing effective
financing channels for pushing the development of renewable energy. It further emphasized that the expansion of
knowledge and information dissemination and the sharing of renewable energy development experiences will have
an important effect on renewable energy development. It also emphasized the necessity of establishing information
exchange networks for sharing experiences and propagating information and for strengthening cooperation.

These Proceedings embodies one of the major achievements of the Conference — the Beijjing Declaration on
Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development. All of the speeches & addresses in the Conference, covering
aspects of renewable energy policy, market and technology development, education, training, etc. have been
included into these Proceedings. They incorporate the current global status of renewable energy and give a
comprehensive picture of worldwide market and technology development trends, and represent a valuable
reference book for the future. We sincerely hope that these Proceedings will provide a record of one of the
historical milestones for renewable energy development and will make a contribution to the continued
development of renewable energy in the future.

(ke

Zhang Guobao, Vice Chairman, NDRC, China
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